
I praise the Lord for the 
tremendous honor and privilege 
of being the next senior pastor 
at Grace Church of the Islands!  
Over the past several months 
our family has been praying for 
the Lord to guide us where He 
would have us serve Him.  We are 
thankful that God has not only 
heard our prayers, but has guided 
us to join the GCI family!  

During this process, I was 
impressed by the thoughtful 
questions and diligence of 
the Search Committee. I was 
encouraged by the unity and 
devotion of the elders and the 
deacons.  I was delighted by the 
warmth of the congregation and 
your hunger for the Word of 
God.  The Lord truly has done a 
great work in you all, and it is a joy 
to come and be your pastor! 

My desire is to be like John the 
Baptist, and be a voice that directs 
your eyes publicly and privately 
to our Savior, Jesus Christ.  My 
ambition is the same as the 
Apostle Paul who confessed in 
2 Corinthians 12:15, “I will most 
gladly spend and be spent for 
your souls.”   It is my prayer that 
the Lord will use me to help you 

grow in the grace and knowledge 
of the Lord.  

Right now the plan is to begin 
serving at GCI on April 1.  The 
two final hurdles that we need 
to overcome is selling our house 
in Port St. Lucie and buying one 
in Wilmington Island.  Currently, 
we are busy preparing our house 
to sell and it will be on the 
market February 4th.  We are 
also in communication with a 
recommended realtor who knows 
Wilmington Island well, and plan 
on taking a house hunting trip 
soon.   Please pray that the Lord 
sends a buyer and also provides 
a home for us in Wilmington 
Island quickly, trusting that while 
we make plans, God directs our 
steps.  
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► Wednesday Night Fellowship - Join us for good food, fellowship and teaching 
on Wednesday evenings. The cost for the meal is $3.00 per person or $10.00 per family.  
There is a nursery. Children meet for choir practice and catechism.  The Youth are stud-
ing the life of Jesus and the adults are learning to love the Psalms.
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F E B R U A R Y  E V E N T S . . .

UPCOMING EVENTS - GET CONNECTED!

Feb.   2 • Men's Devotional meeting at 8:15 am
Feb.   2 • WM Council meeting at 4:30 pm 
Feb.   4 • SHINE fellowship at Friendship Cafe at 3:00 pm
Feb.   6 • Men's First Thursday at Tubby's in Thunderbolt at 11:30 am
Feb. 19 • Joint Officers meeting at 8:00 pm
Feb. 22 • WM Brunch and Bridal Shower for Julianne Watson at Lucia's
  home 
Feb. 23 • Annual Congregational mtg.
Feb. 29 • Volunteer Training Session from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
Presbyterian Church in America

6901 CONCORD RD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y

Savannah River Presbytery is hosting a conference for women on Sat., Mar 
7th, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm at First Pres. Pooler.  Lunch will be provided.  The 
guest speaker is Mary Beth McGreevy who is a Christian speaker, Bible study 
teacher, and author.  The topic is "Giving Encouragement to Refresh Hearts".  
Early registration is $25 and ends Feb. 7th and you must pay online (www.
fpcpooler.org/give) - debit cards only.  Registration is $30 at the door.  See 
Cathy Roulo for more information.

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

THURSDAY LADIES 
BIBLE STUDY
10:00-12:00 PM

(Continued on page 2)
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Finally, I want to express my appreciation to Rev. 

Merle Messer for his faithful service at GCI and how 
God has blessed the church through him.  I can’t 
wait to see what great things the Lord has in store 
for Grace Church of the Islands.  I am eager to begin 
serving the Lord with you all.   May God richly bless 
you, until we see each other face to face!

Pastor JC Cunningham

Baptism of Saylor Caroline Boyd
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Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

Elizabeth Prentiss (1818-1878) was blessed 
as a child to grow up in a Christian home, 
and as an adult she enjoyed a Godly home 
with her husband, a Presbyterian minister and 
professor of theology.  She possessed a great 
gift of writing both prose and poetry and 
had a joyful and strong spirit.  However, her 
physical body was frail, and she was certainly 
not spared from trials and heartache. 

  Prentiss wrote “More Love to Thee” 
during an especially difficult time in her life 
after losing a child, and her youngest child 
as well, shortly thereafter.  In her diary she 
wrote, “Empty hands, a worn-out, exhausted 
body, and unutterable longings to flee from a 
world that has so many sharp experiences.”  
Overwhelmed with grief, she retreated with 
her Bible and hymnal.  As she prayed and 
meditated, she was inspired by the hymn 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee” to pen the verses 
of “More Love to Thee”.  

   Notice how the verses of our hymn can 
follow the flow of Philippians 1:9-10.  “And this 
I pray, that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
(verse 1) that ye may approve things that are 
excellent; (verse 2) that ye may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of Christ.” 
(verses 3 and 4) No doubt, as Prentiss read 
the scriptures, her mind was filled with Truth, 
and her heart responded in prayer, confession 
and praise. 

    Prentiss tucked these verses away for 

thirteen years, then submitted them for 
publication in 1869.  The very talented William 
Doane, who collaborated with Fanny Crosby 
on many of her hymns, wrote the tune for 
“More Love to Thee” to publish in a hymnal 
in 1870.

    In her world of pain and disillusionment, 
Elizabeth Prentiss looked to Jesus and his 
Word, was inspired by hymns of the saints, 
and was strengthened and renewed.  May we 
do the same as we face troubles and pain, 
surrounded by the world’s misguided ideas 
of love and peace.  Let us look to Jesus and 
his Word and be encouraged by the lives and 
hymns of those gifted saints who have walked 
before us! 

MORE LOVE TO THEE, O CHRIST

More love to thee, O Christ, more love to thee!
Hear thou the prayer I make on bended knee.

This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee, more love to thee!

Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest;
now thee alone I seek, give what is best.

This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee, more love to thee!

Let sorrow do its work, send grief and pain;
sweet are thy messengers, sweet their refrain,

when they can sing with me: More love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee, more love to thee!

Then shall my latest breath whisper thy praise;
this be the parting cry my heart shall raise;

this still its prayer shall be: More love, O Christ, to thee;
more love to thee, more love to thee!

 February
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

13    Bobby & Barbara Missroon

24                 Bill & Sandy Morris  

  4                        John Rigby 
5                    Toni Rideout  
6                 Richard Towns 
7               Buddy Gallaher

13                  Colin Harden  
15                 John Manders
17                 Debbie Taylor 
18                       Bill Gustin
21                  David Hodge
21                   Cathy Roulo
22                     Dot Owens
24        Brannen Chapman
26                    Saylor Boyd

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

          Tithes and Offerings needed for budget to date:   $   26,496 

              Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:   $   26,539

                                    Actual Income vs. Expenses:   $   -2,700

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for January 2020: AM: 117 PM: 56
 

Ladies Bible 
Study

Ladies
Bible Study

Ladies, join us 
every Thursday 
morning from 10:00 
am to 12:00 pm.

Julie Veciana leads 
the study on Colos-
sians and Philemon.

►  Volunteer Training
Nursery/Children/Youth Volunteers 
are urged to attend a training session 
on Saturday, February 29th from 10:00 
am to 12:30 pm.  This training session 
is open to everyone even if you do not 
work with the children/youth.  If you 
have any questions please speak to 
Mark Board.        Congregational Meeeting to extend a call to JC

Psalm 17:8a “Keep me as 
the apple of your eye…”

Would you like to be the “Apple” of 
God’s eyes, sure you would, but what is 
it?  In Psalm 17 David asked to be kept 
as the ‘apple’ of Gods eye. Today the 
‘apple’ is the pupil. A small and sensitive 
part of an eye that needs protection. So 
why did David use this expression? Deut 
32:10 is Moses’ song about God deliver-
ing Israel from Egypt. “He found him in 
a desert…& He kept him as the apple 
of His eye.” God gave Israel a chance to 
start over, they were ‘the apple of His 
eye.”

Merle Messer, Interim Pastor


