
PRELUDE MUSIC

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP * PSALM 98:1-3  
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!  His right 
hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  The LORD has made 
known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.  
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.  All 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  

OPENING PRAYER *

“Advent AlleluiA” 
(Sung by the Sanctuary choir)

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set they people free,
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.

Alleluias

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

Alleluias

First Lesson - The Fall of Man, and The First Proclamation of the Gospel
Genesis 3:1-15 Read by George and Rita Tady

CArol #194 *              “o Come, o Come, emmAnuel”                   

Second Lesson - The Prophet Isaiah Foretells the Coming of the Savior
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Read by David Lamson and family

“Sing We noWell”
(Sung by the children’S choir)

Nowell, nowell, nowell we sing! Tidings of joyful news we bring!
Christ has come with us to dwell.  Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Nowell, nowell, nowell we sing!  Tidings of joyful news we bring!
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father.
Jesus, Messiah, the Prince of Peace, come to reign forever.  (repeat beginning strain)

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell!

* Congregation is standing if able.

Third Lesson - The Prophet Micah Fortells the Glory of Little Bethlehem
Micah 5:2-5 Read by Sally Hammonds

CAROL #201 *                  “o little toWn of Bethlehem”

Fourth Lesson - The Angel Gabriel Salutes Mary
Luke 1:26-35, 38 Read by Brian and Reva Meiners and Jessica

CAROL #225 *                 “onCe in royAl dAvid’S City” 

Fifth Lesson - The Gospels tell of the Birth of Jesus
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7 Read by Woelke and Megan Leithart and family

CAROL #229 *                “gentle mAry lAid her Child”

Sixth Lesson - The Shepherds Are Told About the Christ
Luke 2:8-16 Read by Steve and Erin Vernon and family

“there’S A Song in the Air” 
(Sung by McKenzie SparKS, hannah and MiriaM purtell)

There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!
There’s a mother’s deep prayer and a baby’s low cry!

And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

There’s a tumult of joy o’ver the wonderful birth,
for the virgin’s sweet boy is the LORD of the eath.

Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing,
for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King!

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song
that comes down through the night from the heavenly throng.

Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring,
and we greet in his cradle our Savior and King!

Seventh Lesson - The Wise Men are Led by the Star to Christ
Matthew 2:1-11 Read by Ray and Toni Rideout

“Joy hAS dAWned” 
(Sung by Seth laMSon and cJ barry Joined by the Sanctuary choir)

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation:
God’s salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation.

Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory;
But a humble gift of love: Jesus born of Mary. 

Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels,
As the mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable.

Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, vulnerable and helpless.
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Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
Gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story,
Gold, a King is born today, incense, God is with us,

Myrrh, His death will make a way, and by His blood He’ll win us.

Son of Adam, Son of heaven, given as a ransom,
Reconciling God and man, Christ our mighty Champion.

What a Savior, what a Friend, what a glorious mystery:
Once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of history.

 

CAROL #214 *             “AngelS We hAve heArd on high”

Eighth Lesson - John Unfolds the Great Mystery of the Incarnation
John 1:1-5, 14 Read by Jeff and Debbie Mullis

CAROL #203 *               “hArk! the herAld AngelS Sing”

THE OFFERING            “What child iS thiS”

THE MESSAGE Rev. Merle Messer, Interim Pastor
“WEDDINGS, MUSIC, PRAISE AND SHEPHERDS”

JEREMIAH 33:10-16
(page 662 in pew Bible, page 840 in large print pew Bible)

“mAy god BeStoW on uS grACe” 
(Sung by the Sanctuary choir)

May God bestow on us grace,
With blessings rich provide us,

And may the brightness of God’s face
To life eternal guide us. (repeat)

That we may know God’s gracious work 
And what is God’s good pleasure

And to the unbelieving show 
Christ’s riches without measure.

Now let us say, “Amen.”

CAROL #195 *          “Joy to the World! the lord iS Come”             (Sung by all)

BENEDICTION *

POSTLUDE



Welcome 
To Our Service of 

Lessons and Carols

Everyone is invited to stay for the reception following the service.

 
                                       Harpist:   Anne Durante
                                      Violinist:   Chris Dooley
Chime Ringers:  Mckenzie Sparks, Hannah and Miriam Purtell, Deanna 
and Darci Davis, Anne and Danielle Gibson

Special thanks to Jane Hodge for directing our Youth singers and chimes 
and PJ Chagan for help with the Children’s Choir.  “Thank you” to all 
those who have worked behind the scenes to put our service together, 

and to those who have prepared our reception. 

Notes oN the Music:

“May God Bestow on Us Grace” is a benediction hymn written by 
Martin Luther which echoes the words of Psalm 67:1-2, May God be 
gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah
that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all 
nations.

About the lessoNs ANd cArols service:

     The service of Lessons and Carols is a Christian worship service 
celebrating the birth of Jesus.  The story of the fall of humanity, 
the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in short 
readings from the Bible found in Genesis through the Gospels and is 
interspersed with the singing of carols.
     The format is based on an Order drawn up by Edward White 
Benson, who was at the time Bishop of Truro, in Cornwall, UK.  It was 
first used on Christmas Eve at Kings College in Cambridge, UK.
     While the music is varied from service to service, the theme is 
always the same, providing continuity and strength-”The development 
of the loving purposes of God seen through the windows and the words 
of the Bible.”

Please Join Us:

• December 24th • Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6pm.

We believe that the Holy Scriptures are the inerrant and infallible word 
of God and are our only guide for faith and life. We adhere to the
Doctrines of the Reformed Tradition (The Westminster Confession of 
Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms). We believe in the or-
dinary means of grace, namely the teaching/preaching of the Word of 
God, Prayer, and the Sacraments.
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