
Please let me be one of the 
first to greet you with a “Merry 
Christmas.” Thanks! Along with 
this greeting I pray that each of 
you had a special Thanksgiving 
Day where you took the time to 
thank our Lord for this past year.   

   Each month when I write to 
you, I set a limit on my article of 
five hundred words. When we 
celebrate the birth of Christ it 
becomes a challenge to tell His 
Story and stay within that limit. 
How many of you could tell 
your story in five hundred words 
or less? It is no easy chore, but 
I have one advantage, I get to 
preach that story over the first 
four weeks of December and a 
fifth chance to deal with the birth 
of Jesus on Christmas Eve. I will 
start the story of Jesus with two 

messages from Isaiah where he 
refers to the Messiah which is to 
come as a child, but focuses on 
what that Child will do when He 
grows up.  

    In years past I have told 
the story of Christmas from the 
eyes of Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, 
shepherds, Herod, the angels, 
Zachariah and others, but 
never have I told it from Jesus’ 
perspective. This year I want 
to  look at it from what the Old 
Testament had to say in what can 
easily be called “The way God 
saw it coming.” I will find that 
challenging and it should help all 
of us to add to our knowledge of 
Scripture concerning the birth of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
For our Service of Lessons and 
Carols we will look at a prophetic 

passage that was fulfilled by ‘the 
shepherds’ before the angel spoke 
to them with their announcement 
of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

   I would like to challenge each 
of you to compare the state of 
Grace Church of the Islands with 
the conditions we see within our 
nation and especially within our 
Capital in Washington, D.C. If only 
we could take peace, tranquility 
and desire to work together that 
we have within our church and 
duplicate it in our nation’s capital. 
Do we have things to work on 
in our church, of course we do. 
After all we are a church full of 
people from various backgrounds, 
various ways of thinking, and 
various ways of doing things, but 
do we have a common goal, sure 
we do. We have the desire to 
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► Lessons and Carols 
 Join us for a special evening worship service on December 8th at 6:00 pm.  The story 
of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in 
short Bible readings interspersed with the singing of Christmas carols and hymns.
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D E C E M B E R  E V E N T S . . .
UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

Dec.   1 • Women's Ministry Council meeting, 4:30 pm
Dec.   3 • Single Housewifes in a Nurturing Environment (SHINE) get
                together for fellowship at The Friendship Coffee Company
                Cafe at 3:00 pm
Dec.   5 • Men's First Thursday at Tubby's in Thunderbolt at 11:30 am
Dec.   7 • Board Shepherding Group Christmas Party from 5-9 pm
Dec.   8 • Worship Service of Lessons and Carols PM service
Dec. 14 • Youth Christmas Part from 4-7pm
Dec. 18 • Joint Officers meeting at 8:00 pm
Dec. 24 • Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 pm

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
Presbyterian Church in America

6901 CONCORD RD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y  E L E C T I O N S

The results of the Women's Ministry Council elections for 2020 are:
President:   Sandy Morris
Co-Vice Presidents:  Cathy Roulo and Lucia Welch
Treasurer:           Diana Davis
Secretary:           Lynda Meyers
At Large:   Leah Boyd and Debbie Taylor
Historian:   Lucia Welch

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

(Continued on page 2)
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 . . . worship and serve the Triune God of the 
Bible as best as we can with the understanding 
we have. We will strive to improve things this 
coming year in a humble godly manner. 

   This coming year we will get a new pastor 
and even though that means new challenges, it is 
welcomed and we know the Lord is directing the 
efforts of our Senior Pastor Search Committee.  

Dr. Merle Messer, Interim Pastor
601-573-8973 (24/7) 

merle.messer@yahoo.com
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Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

In a paper written to the Hymn Society of 
America many years ago, Ruth Messenger 
said, "No expression of ultimate trust or eter-
nal verity is ever outmoded.  We still sing the 
psalms in poetic versions.  The Latin hymns 
of the Middle Ages belong to us also".

The text of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is 
dated around the 12th century.  These were 
the Dark Ages, when civilzation was cum-
bered with superstition, fear, political up-
heaval, and oppression.  We owe a debt of 
gratitude to the monasteries for their with-
drawn.life, which preserved the scriptures 
and hymns of the church during this period 
of history.  As well, there were new hymns 
written, even though very few are still in use 
today.

One tradition of the Benedictine monks was 
to sing the Gregorian chant during vesper 
services in the last seven days of Advent, 
from Dec. 17 till Dec. 23.  These chants 
beame known as "O Antiphons" because 
each one began with the word "O" and cen-
tered around a Messianic title for Christ 
found in Scripture.

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel comes from 
these "O Antiphons" and  was probably writ-
ten in the 8th or 9th century.  It contained 
the seven antiphons, one for each vesper.  By 
the 12th century, it had been modified and 
two of the verses were dropped.  It appears 
that these five verses remained unchanged 
until John Mason Neale translated them into 

English in 1851.

The names for Christ which we find in the 
text include Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14), Lord of 
Might (Matthew 3:11-12), Rod of Jesse (Isa-
iah 11:1), Dayspring (Luke 1:78 King James, 
and read Isaiah 60!), and Key of David (Isa-
iah 22:22).  The tune was written somewhat 
later during the same period.  It was orga-
nized and harmonized French Franciscan 
Monks which Neale found in a liturgical 
book.  It was organized and harmonized in 
the 1800's to the form we use today.

John Neal was a prolific translator and hymn 
writer.  He would not take any compensa-
tion for his work, his desire simply being to 
build up and encourage the Church.  While 
he loved to write devotional material based 
on the Psalms, he had an especially great 
love for the Latin hymns and was a very gift-
ed translator of these ancient riches of the 
Church.  His attraction to the "O Antiphons" 
has, indeed, become a great gift to us in the 
beautiful carol "O Come, O Come, Emman-
uel".

May you be encouraged and strengthened by 
the beautiful and powerful names of Christ 
set forth in our hymn this month.  Let us join 
together for all our worship and special ser-
vices as we enjoy the hymns and carols of 
the Christmas season, old and new written 
by the saints throughout the ages and pre-
served for us.  The hymns of the Church are 
a treasure for our worship and God's glory!

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law

In cloud and majesty and awe.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;

From depths of hell thy people save,
And give them victory o'er the grave.

O come, thou Dayspring from on high
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.

O come, thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

 December
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

6    Buddy & Nancy Gallaher

6     Tom and Davetta Moore 

12       Louis & Ponda Watson

20               Scott & Leah Boyd

29          David & Diana Davis

  4 David Davis
10                          Scott Boyd
14  Krissy Abney
14 Lucia Welch
19 Caitlin Love
19                     Mac Baldwin
22 Seth Lamson
22 Zach Lamson
24 Greg Sharpe
24 Sandy Morris
29 Nick Gibson
30 Jessica Meiners

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2019 to date:     $  305,500

Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $ 485,255

Actual Income vs. Expenses:     $ +157,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for November 2019:  AM: 99   PM: 39 

From the Pastor Search Committee. . .
The Pastor Search Committee continues to work very hard as we approach, what we hope will be, the finish line.  We remain 
dedicated to reviewing credentials, listening to sermons, interviewing references, getting background checks, and interviewing 
candidates and their wives.  We have been led to several men who have great potential to be our next senior pastor.  In addition, 
we sent a team to Florida the weekend of 23-24 November to visit one of our candidates and his family.  The team also visited 
his church and listened to a wonderful sermon on being ever-thankful.  

We remain excited to see who God will stand-up as senior pastor for the GCI community.  To paraphrase Jeremiah, we know our 
great God has a plan for us, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give us a future and a hope.  Soli Deo Gloria!

Please continue to pray for your committee - David Roulo, Jim Henry, Craig Harrell, Donna Nichols, Jane Hodge, David Lamson, 
David McCray, and Tom Taylor.

Pastor 
Search

 INTERNATIONAL 
SEAMENS HOUSE

 We are preparing "Ditty Bags" filled with 
small items that a seaman can use.  Please bring 
these items to the church.  Also it is time to 
order Bibles.  We have 52 translations and give 
one to every seaman.  Just imagine, Bibles from 
Savannah are going all over the world.  If you 
have questions see Richard Towns (912) 667-
4663.


