
Greetings to our friends who 
read this newsletter.  Well, 
actually, I greet you as friends  
even if you do not read what I will 
write.

Grace Church of the Islands 
believes in the sovereignty of 
God and has proclaimed it since 
it's conception.  Even though we 
understand this, isn't it interesting 
how many unexpected "twists 
and turns" we experience in our 
lives and in the life of our church. 

As you know I am involved with 
a reformed seminary in Ukraine.  
This September we are having a 
well planned twist and turn.  We 
added a Masters Program for our 
students.  This might sound rather 
simple, but planning a major new 
course with people in a nation so 
far away is a challenge.  I wish all 

of the twists and turns in our lives 
and our church were as simple to 
explain as adding a new program 
to a seminary. 

In Psalm 30 David made a 
major turn in his life and he 
wanted to revere the course he 
was on.  God responded and 
reversed the course.  So David 
called to God, vs. 11 "You have 
turned my mourning into dancing, 
you have loosed my sackcloth 
and clothed me with gladness".  
There was a negative twist or 
turn in David's life and he entered 
a time of mourning.  How often 
have each of us had a twist or 
turn in our lives that caused us to 
mourn, suffer sadness or be down 
emotionally?

Most of us can recall twists 
and turns that pick us up and so 

has our church and we can be 
sure we will have more, some 
positive and some negative.  But 
just think of what a blessing it is 
to be where we are.  To know 
each other, worship together and 
have times of fellowship together 
are real blessings.  Sometimes 
we pour out heartfelt support 
to others and sometimes we get 
support as needed.  None takes 
place perfectly all the time, or at 
the right time, but we know that 
we can call out to our friends 
when we need support.

The bottom line is that 
even though we believe in 
God's sovereignty, we will still 
experience some good and some 
bad twists and turns.  We just 
never know when these events 
will take place.
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► Adult Bible Study • There is a new adult bible study on Wednesday nights entitled 
"Learning to Love the Psalms" by W. Robert Godfrey. We will study all 150 Psalms, their 
beauty and poetic expression of great truths of the faith, and their capability to intensify 
our fellowship with Christ. The study is led by Mark Board and Brian Purtell.
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S E P T E M B E R  E V E N T S . . .
UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

Sept.  1 • Men's Monthly Devotional, 8:10am
Sept.  1 • WM Council Meeting, 4:30pm
Sept.  5 • Women's Bible Study, Thursday at 10:00am
Sept.  5 • Men's First Thursday 11:30am at Tubby's
Sept.  7 • Women's Brunch 10:00am at Toni Rideout's home
Sept.  8 • Missions Committee Meeting at 4:30pm
Sept. 21 •  Joint Officer Meeting, 8:00pm 

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
Presbyterian Church in America

6901 CONCORD RD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y  B R U N C H

Join us for a meeting on Saturday, September 7th from 10am-12noon 

at the home of Toni Rideout.  Our speaker is Donna Messer.

Parking is limited please try to carpool.

MORNING WORSHIP
10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP
6:00-7:30 PM

(Continued on page 2)



2

continued 
from page 1

. . . Please let me give an illustration dealing 
with twists or turns.  In Psalm 74 Asaph called 
on God to defend an action God had taken.   In 
v. 21 Asaph asked God not to let those who felt 
defeated turn from the path they were on in 
shame.  Sometimes we get down when things do 
not go as we think they should.

    This is normal.  But, just because some 
twists seem strange, keep in mind everything 
is part of God's overall plan to work out things 
for good for those He calls to Himself (Romans 
8:28).

    I close encouraging you to roll with the 
twists and turns in your lives.  God is Sovereign 
and He is present.

  

Ushers Wanted - Volunteers are 
needed to serve as ushers during 
the Sunday worship services. 
If you would like to volunteer 
please contact the church office.

Rev. Merle Messer, Interim Pastor
601-573-8973 (24/7) 

merle.messer@yahoo.com
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From the Christian Education Committee..
WNF - Fall Program

6:00 - 6:30 pm - Dinner
6:30 - 7:30 pm - Nursery (birth - 3 years) - Room 104
6:30 - 7:00 pm - Children's Choir (4 yrs. - 6th grade) - Room 111
7:00 - 7:30 pm - Children's Catechism Class (4 yrs. - 6th grade) - Room 109
6:45 - 7:30 pm
   Youth Bible Study (7th-12th grades) - "Life of Jesus" - Ronnie Nichols
   Adult Bible Study - "Learning to Love the Psalms - Mark Board & Brian Putrell

7:00 - 8:00 pm - Adult Choir Practice - Gina Harrell

Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

There is no other experience here on earth that 
more closely resembles what heaven will be like than 
the gathering of God's people in corporate worship.  
Truly our corporate singing, praying, confession of sin, 
and hearing the Word are (to borrow words from 
Isaac Watts) celestial fruits on earthly ground.

In the very first pages of our Trinity Hymnal there is 
a short table of contents.  Here, the hymn sections are 
listed in the order they occur in the hymnal.  The very 
first section is "God", and the first group of hymns are 
all about his perfections.  This should be the starting 
point of our worship and prayer.  It stands to reason 
that the first hymn would be a call to worship, bringing 
us in to the hymns of his perfections.

   "All People That on Earth Do Dwell" is often 
called "Old Hundredth" because it is a rendition of the 
100th Psalm.  It is possibly the oldest hymn of praise in 
the English Language.  In alternating verses, we see the 
call and the reason.  Why sing and fear him? Because 
he is God.  Why joyful praise? Because he is good.  The 
tune carries the same name, and we sing it regularly in 
our services as a tune to the "Doxology", another call 
to worship.

   William Kethe (died 1594), the author of this 
text, was a Scotsman who ministered in the Church 

of England until fleeing to Geneva during the reign of 
Queen Mary.  This was a time of great persecution 
of the Protestant church, and many people went into 
exile.  Kethe was influenced by John Calvin in Geneva 
and helped compile a complete English traslation of 
the metrical Psalms.  "All People That on Earth Do 
Dwell" is part of these Psalms.  It was first published in 
England in 1561, not long after Queen Elizabeth began 
to reign.

   Louis Bourgeois (1510-1561), another follower 
of Calvin, composed the tune "Old Hundredth".  He 
was a cantor while in France, and in Geneva, edited 
the Genevan Psalter.  It is interesting to note that he 
spent time in jail for altering some well-known tunes.  
(One of these tunes became a favorite of J.S. Bach, 
and he used it in several cantatas.)  Our familiar "Old 
Hundredth" certainly has an ancient "flavor" as it 
reflects the sound of a chant.

    Ancient words and an ancient tune speak the glory 
of God who is not limited or changed by time.  What a 
privilege it is to participate in corporate worship!  May 
you be encouraged as you meditate on our hymn, and 
as we meet each week to join in the eternal, immortal 
praise that is from everlasting to everlasting!

All PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH 
DO DWELL

All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell; 
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make;
We are His folk, He doth us feed,

And for His sheep He doth us take.

O enter then His gates with praise;
Approach with joy His courts unto;

Praise, laud, and bless His Name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good; 
His mercy is forever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
The God Whom Heaven and earth adore,

From men and from the angel host
Be praise and glory evermore.

 September
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

1        Tom & Debbie Taylor

5    Richard & Jackie Towns

6       Brian & Reva Meiners 

16       David & Toni McCray

22    Brian & Joan Kornblatt

23    Merle & Donna Messer

  1 Harry Owens
  2 Sarah Fields
  8  Lynda Myers
10 Pete Phillips
16 Sally Hammonds
24 Keygan Abney
24 PJ Chagan
24 Jackie Towns
27 Carole Love
28 Jeff Mullis
29 Darci Davis
29 Diana Davis
30 Ron Nichols

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2019 to date:     $  221,000

Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $ 408,113

Actual Income vs. Expenses:     $ +164,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for August 2019:    AM: 103   PM: 46 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

We are beginning to implement the new Child Protection 

Policy.  All volunteers and staff who work with children ages 

birth - 17 years will be required to do the following: complete 

an application, read and sign the Child Protection Policy, 

complete video training, and have a background check.  All 

volunteers will be contacted and given information  on how 

to complete these requirements in the upcoming months.  If 

you have questions, please contact Mark Board. 


