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NOT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Greetings my friends. Fall is here and that 

means our church will soon recognize Octo-
ber 31 as the day the Protestant Reformation 
started. Then we celebrate Thanksgiving and 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Grace Church is about to recognize a fourth 
Christian event which is familiar, but not cele-
brated the same as other Christian events. I have 
had people tell me that this fourth event is not 
referred to in the New Testament. They made 
that statement assuming that if it is not directed 
in the New Testament, it must not apply to them. 

So, what do these people not want to cele-
brate because it is not directed in the New Testa-
ment. You have probably figured it out that I am 
referring to tithing. In October Grace Church 
will be sending out Pledge Cards to its mem-
bers so we can use those amounts to help us es-
tablish a realistic budget. To do this you will 
have to consider if you are going to tithe or not. 

Let’s discuss tithing briefly. Tithing is used 
in 34 verses in the Bible. Matthew, Mark and the 
author of Hebrews refer to tithing in the New Tes-
tament. But, as some say, there is no direct com-
mandment in the New Testament to return 10% of 
our incomes to the Lord. As a side note, there is no 

direct commandment in the New Testament to be 
nice to Axel, my dog, but there are general princi-
ples that would lead me to do so in case I did not love 
Axel enough to be nice to him. The Old Testament 
lays out the account of God creating all things that 
exist. The New Testament refers to creation relying 
on the account in Genesis and other places. We do 
not reject the details of creation because they are 
not repeated in the New Testament. No, we take 
what is taught in the Old Testament and add to it 
in the New. But, some do not follow that line of 
thinking in relation to tithing. We pick and choose.

We need to establish in our minds what we 
should return to God out of what He has given to us 
if we reject tithing. It is reasonable that since God 
has provided us with incomes that can be mea-
sured, that is a base to use to gauge what we return 
to him. If you want to determine how much you 
should return to the Lord and you think 10% is not 
a biblical measure, you must set another guideline. 
Please do not be like a pastor I know, he said that 
he tithes (ten percent) when he can. Each month he 
decides for that month what percent he will give. 

Please determine how much you intend to 
give and mark it on your pledge card. It will set a 
goal for you and help the church at the same time.   

October Events...GET CONNECTED!
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Oct 03 • Men’s 1st Thursday, 11:30am at Tubby’s in Thunderbolt
Oct 05 • Church Workday - grounds cleanup starting at 8:00am
Oct 06 • Men’s Monthly Devotional at 8:10am
Oct 12 • WM Brunch from 10-12pm at the church  
Oct 13 • Mission Committee Meeting at 4:30pm
Oct 15 • Savannah River Presbytery Meeting at First PC in
  Augusta from 8:30-3pm
Oct 16 • Joint Officers Meeting at 8pm
Oct 19 • Church Fall Festival starting at 4pm
Oct 27 • Pastor Appreciation Day

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Nov 02 • Veciana Shepherding Group Gathering at 6:00pm at
  the Veciana’s residence 
Nov 03 •  Men’s Monthly Devotional at 8:10am
Nov 04 • Coastal Jail Ministries Banquet, 6:00pm at GCI
Nov 07 • Men’s 1st Thursday, 11:30am at Tubby’s in Thunderbolt
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MUSIC NOTES by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

Robert Murray was not one for doing 
things halfway.  He was, in fact, known 
for his strong Christian and political 
convictions.  Murray, born in 1832, was 
a Canadian Presbyterian minister born 
to parents who had emigrated from 
Scotland in 1822.  His father held church 
in their home in Nova Scotia before a 
Presbyterian church was built there.  The 
religious books in their home comprised 
Murray’s early reading materials.  Robert 
Murray became the editor of a newspaper  
called the Presbyterian Witness, and 
Political Advocate, and wrote articles, 
poetry and hymns for publication.  He 
is best known for a few of his hymns 
remaining in print, and one of these is 
“Lord, Thou Lov’st the Cheerful Giver”.

The tune used for “Lord, Thou Lov’st 
the Cheerful Giver” is called “Beecher”, 
and is the same tune we sing for “Love 
Divine, All Loves Excelling”.  It was 
written by German born composer 
and organist John Zundel.  The tune 
is named for Henry Ward Beecher, 
the pastor of Plymouth Church in 
New York where Zundel served.

Our hymn this month is especially 
appropriate as we think about 
stewardship in the weeks ahead.  It 
begins with a description of a thankful, 
giving heart.  Can words like “blesses 
freely, as a river” and “open heart and 
hand” and “a spirit large and free” be 
used to describe each of our lives?  As 
the verses progress, we see that each 
verse gives a compelling reason for giving.

In verse 2, Murray explains that we 
should give because God has saved us 

through Christ’s ultimate sacrifice of his
life.  Verse 3 calls our attention to the 
work of the Church, where we have all 
been called and endowed with gifts to 
serve together.  We should, therefore, be 
eager to support the work of the Church 
by contributing to its financial needs 
as well.  In verse 4 we are reminded 
that we are citizens of the Kingdom 
of God.  Not only has God provided 
what we need here on the earth, but 
we also have spiritual provisions and 
blessings.  Therefore, it should give us 
great joy to store up our treasures 
in heaven by giving faithfully to God.

Let us commit to live a thankful 
lifestyle that answers the call of God 
in the Church.  Let us, like Robert 
Murray, not be content to serve God 
halfway.  Spend some time using this 
convicting hymn as a springboard for 
prayer and meditation this month as 
we prayerfully consider what God is 
calling us to do.  May God bless you 
richly as you seek to please him through 
stewardship- of your resources and gifts. 

            

STEWARDSHIP
UPDATE
Dale Hinely 
GCI Financial Administrator
finance@gcipca.org
as of 9/30/19:

Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received to date:
$435,112

Tithes and Offerings needed to 
reach Budget to date:
$253,500

Actual Income vs. Expenses 
$165,000

Grace Church of the Islands PCA seeks to be a 
Reformed witness to Wilmington Island, 

Savannah, and ultimately to the world through 
the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by 

the ordinary means of grace.

With His word as our authority, this body of 
believers seeks to glorify God through regular 

public worship, faithful preaching and teaching of 
the word, Christian Education, evangelism, 

fellowship, discipleship, and missions. OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES:

2 George & Rita Tady
7 Andrew & Danielle Gibson
10 Jim & Sandy Henry
12 Jae & Kelli Garcia
12 John & Nancy Manders
17 Steve & Erin Vernon
25 David & Jane Hodge
27 Clark & Heidi Bristol

               
OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS:

3 Donna Nichols
8                                   Woelke Leithart 
9                                 Matthias Leithart
9 Ronnie Nichols
9 Owen Watson
10 Heidi Bristol
11 Janet Pigott
12 Jack Bristol
14 Hannah Purtell
16 Barbara Gustin
18 Barbara Missroon
19 Wylie Gustin
21 Tom Moore
27 Annie Baldwin

God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. 9:7

Lord, Thou lov’st the cheerful giver,
Who with open heart and hand

Blesses freely, as a river
That refreshes all the land.

Grant us then the grace of giving
With a spirit large and free,

That our life and all our living
We may consecrate to Thee.

We are Thine, Thy mercy sought us,
Found us in death’s dreadful way,
To the fold in safety brought us,
Nevermore from Thee to stray.

Thine own life Thou freely gavest
As an off ’ring on the cross

For each sinner whom Thou savest
From eternal shame and loss

Blest by Thee with gifts and graces,
May we heed Thy church’s call:
Gladly in all times and places
Give to Thee Who givest all.

Thou hast bought us, and no longer
Can we claim to be our own;
Ever free and ever stronger,

We shall serve Thee, Lord, alone.

Savior, Thou hast freely given
All the blessings we enjoy.

Earthly store and bread of heaven,
Love and peace without alloy;

Humbly now we bow before Thee,
And our all to Thee resign;

For the kingdom, pow’r and glory,
Are, O Lord, forever Thine.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
                THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

10 am - 12 noon at GCI
The Thursday morning study on the Books of Ruth & Esther led by Julie Veciana.  

All ladies are welcome and encouraged to attend.

I’ve been thinking about a blog from Tim Challies 
about  “The Ministry of Presence”.   It’s the simple  
act of gathering with the Saints for morning and 
evening Sunday worship and other special gatherings, 
such as Wednesday Night Fellowship.      

There is a great, and largely unrecognized, value 
to simply “being there”.  It truly matters.  In fact, it 
matters a lot!  Why? Because it is always a means 
to serve Christ, not only through worship, but by 
serving our fellow Christians.  Some of us have 
the best intentions of attending Sunday service 
each week, but when it’s time to go, we simply 
are not ready.  Maybe we’re overly tired from a 
very busy or late Saturday and have awakened 
late or simply are not prepared to depart on 
time to attend the service.  If this becomes a 
pattern, we need to ask where are our priorities?  

Have you ever considered the true value of 
the Ministry of Presence?   We have members 
who don’t want to lead ministries but can 
make their own key contributions to the life 
of the church by the simple, deliberate act of 
regular attendance at church functions.  We 
can even attempt to arrive early and leave late 
to fellowship with our brothers and sisters.  

By regular and deliberate attendance at 
church functions, you are affirming your belief in 
God’s church as a fellowship of precious brothers 
and sisters in the Lord and your commitment 
to serving it.  The Bible is loaded with “one 
another”commands - “Love one another”, “Honor 
one another above yourself”,  “Build up one 
another”, and more.  In most cases, these actions 
occur most effectively when we are together 
in the Body.  Hence, we must be there!  I pray 
our members will see the true value of The 
Ministry of Presence and recognize how great a 
contribution it plays in the life of Grace Church.  
We need members with full-out commitment to  
attendance!  Grace Church can thrive only with 
a dedicated membership who are committed to 
the simple Ministry of Presence.  David Roulo   

  

ELDER THOUGHTS - THE 
MINISTRY OF PRESENCE

Last year Grace prepared 100 
ditty bags for the International 

Seamen’s House. We need 
volunteers to collect, assemble, 

and deliver these bags that 
will be given to seamen from 

all over the world! Place 
items in the designated box 

in the Narthex.  Items will be 
accepted until mid-November.
Inquiries should be directed to 

Richard Towns.

WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!

LORD, THOU LOV’ST
THE CHEERFUL GIVER 

(Suggestions for bags- toothbrushes, 
soap, deodorant, shampoo, etc.)

• October is the Women’s Ministry’s college student month.  
It is our intention to let our students know that we continue 
to pray for them and that they are an important part of our 
church family.  On October 12 we will have a brunch and pre-
pare gift cards for our students.  Please consider any amount 
you would like to donate for the cards for our college stu-
dents.   Donations may be given to Cathy Roulo or Jane Hodge. 

STEWARDSHIP MONTH

               
This is the time when we come togeth-
er as a church family and pledge our 
tithes for the coming year.  These pledg-
es are important because they form 
the basis of our planning and budget-
ing for 2020.  Please fill out the pledge 
card  when it is distributed and drop it 
in the box at the back of the sancutary.    

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with 
the first fruits of all your crops; then your 
barns will be filled to  overflowing, and your 
vats will brim over with new wine.” Prov. 3:10


