
Occasionally I get sympathetic 

comments about the drive from 

Brunswick to Savannah and about 

my coming out of retirement to 

serve the Lord at Grace Church 

of the Islands. I have been thinking 

about a proper response so that 

all will know my thoughts in this 

area. I have learned something 

from experiences with our 

granddaughters that will allow me 

to describe my thinking somewhat 

accurately.

Every Friday night we take our 

granddaughters, Eve, age ! ve, and 

Vivienne, age four, to Chick-Fil-A. 

Number three granddaughter, 

Violet, age 1, is too young to go. 

Each child gets the children’s meal 

which comes with a puzzle or 

game that can be exchanged for 

an ice cream. They each exchange 

it for the ice cream and for that I 

am grateful. I am grateful because 

usually I get to consume the ice 

cream cone. 

Here is what I learned. My 

licking that ice cream is akin to 

my being allowed to serve at 

Grace Church. I absolutely enjoy 

every lick of the ice cream cone. 

But each lick ensures that the ice 

cream will be totally consumed 

and will exist no longer (other 

than in my memory). Grace 

Church will not be consumed, 

but my time of serving as I do will 

end. Our trips though will not 

end any more than our trips to 

eat chicken will end. 

Driving to Wilmington Island 

to worship (& to see y’all) is just 

as enjoyable as driving to Chick-

Fil-A, just a little bit longer driving 

time. Worshipping at Grace 

Church is di" erent than licking 

ice cream, but the concept of the 

pleasure is present. As I stated 

above, eventually the ice cream 

will be gone, but I know that 

another Friday night is coming. 

I also realize that in the near 

future Grace Church will have a 

new pastor. That will be a step 

forward for the church and it 

is something to be desired. As I 

look forward to another Friday 

night at Chick-Fil-A, I also look 

forward to being able to worship 

at Grace Church with a new 

pastor after an interval of time. I 

am used to waiting an interval of 

time between Friday nights with 

Eve and Vivienne. Then when 

Violet can go the pleasure will be 

increased.
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► WNF Fall Kick-off - Jonathan Hastings • August 21st

 The Wednesday Night Fellowship Fall Kick-off will be on August 21st.

 Jonathan Hastings will be our special guest speaker for the adults and

 youth.  Jonathan and his wife are missionaries to the Muslim community.
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A U G U S T  E V E N T S . . .

UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

Aug   1 •  Men's First Thursday 11:30am at Tubby's

Aug   4 •  Men's Monthly Devotional, 8:10am

Aug   4 •  Informational Meeting regarding the Child Safeguarding Policy

Aug   4 •  WM Council Meeting, 4:30pm

Aug 10 •  WM Meeting & Luncheon, 10-12noon

Aug 11 •  Recognition Sunday 11:15am

Aug 21 •  WNF Fall Kick-off with Jonathan Hastings 6:00-7:30pm 

Aug 21 •  Joint Officer Meeting, 8:00pm 

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  I s l an d s
Presbyterian Church in America

6901 CONCORD RD • SAVANNAH, GA 31410

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y

Meeting & Luncheon: Saturday, 

August 10th from 10am-12noon at 

the home of Lucia Welch. Come and 

meet Karlee Crowe with the Living 

Vine Ministry.

MORNING WORSHIP

10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL

11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING

6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP

6:00-7:30 PM

August 21st & 28th

(Continued on page 2)

Ladies Bible Study: ! ursday, August 

29th from 10am-12noon at the church. 

! is Fall we will be studing the books of 

Ruth and Ester.  Please sign the list in

the sanctuary.
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from page 1

    . . When we visit Grace Church after the 

new pastor arrives, we will enjoy it more than 

licking an ice cream cone. We will let some time 

go by before we return giving the new pastor 

and his family time to get totally adjusted to each 

of you. Each of you will also want time to focus 

on them as well. 

I am writing this on a Thursday, so you know 

what I will be doing Friday. I will be enjoying two 

of our granddaughters, ice cream, and thinking of 

everyone at Grace Church. A last thought. Very 

soon the girls will be old enough to want their 

ice cream, but by that time Violet will be going 

and I can enjoy her ice cream. God is good.

Rev. Merle Messer, Interim Pastor
601-573-8973 (24/7)

merle.messer@yahoo.com
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Christian Education Committee..

›! e Session is pleased to announce that Nancy Board has been appointed 
as the Children's Ministry Coordinator.

›Children and Youth Recognition Sunday: On August 11, immediately 
following the morning worship service, we will recognize all our children 
and youth and give a brief summary of our plans for each class. Contact 
Nancy Board with any questions; 912-441-7750 or clayfoot77@hotmail.com

›No WNF on August 7 and 14.  ! ere will be a slight schedule change in the 
fall WNF progam, it will conclude at 7:30pm.

Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

Over the grave of Francis Scott Key stands 

a monument in his honor.  A bronze statue of 

Key stands atop the monument and depicts 

him with his arms in the air, one pointing 

to the [ ag and the other waving his hat in 

a victorious salute.  The statue captures the 

energy and enthusiasm that typi! ed Key 

throughout his life.

   However, author Louis Benson says 

this of Francis Scott Key: “…He is always 

the man who wrote “The Star Spangled 

Banner.”  The one hour (in history) outshines 

the life so much in men’s eyes that the life 

has become obscure.”  And in this sense, he 

is right, for Key lived a life that is worthy of 

honor.  Francis Scott Key (b. August 1, 1779, 

this being his 240th birthday month) was a 

patriot, statesman, lawyer, author and poet, 

but mostly a devout man of God.  Full of zeal 

and benevolence, he was loved by all who 

knew him.  The driving force of his life was his 

thankful heart and love for God.  

   He was the author of several publications 

and pieces of poetry, and “Lord, with Glowing 

Heart I’d Praise Thee” is one of his best 

known hymns.  Admittedly, it is one of the 

wordier and more di]  cult to sing hymns that 

we use, but it also very signi! cant in the fact 

that it connects us to a man, though not a 

clergyman, who lived a life in this world that 

was salt and light to everyone he met.

   The tune we sing with “Lord, with Glowing 

Heart I’d Praise Thee” was written by our 

own Lowell Mason who served as organist 

for a time at Independent Presbyterian here 

in Savannah.  He was a talented musician and 

composer and established music education 

in the school systems throughout the United 

States.  This is a simple tune in what is known 

as rounded bar form, based on the pattern of 

the tunes of the lines.

   Since this is such a wordy hymn, let us 

take some time this month to look more 

closely at the words.  We can examine the 

archaic language and get a better grasp of the 

message contained in the text.  Truly, Francis 

Scott Key knew the joy of his salvation, and 

we can share in the expression of that joy 

each time we sing his hymn.  What a gift it is 

to have a window into Key’s heart and join in 

as part of the multitudes of saints in praise 

to God!

   As we return to our routines this fall, let 

us be inspired by the life of Francis Scott Key 

to be salt and light in the world in whatever 

we do, and let Christ shine forth in our lives!

LORD, WITH GLOWING HEART
I'D PRAISE THEE

Lord, with glowing heart I'd praise thee

for the bliss thy love bestows,

for the pard'ning grace that saves me,

and the peace that from it flows.

Help, O God, my weak endeavor;

this dull soul to rapture raise;

thou must light the flame, or never

can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee,

wretched wand'rer far astray;

found thee lost, and kindly brought thee

from the paths of death away.

Praise, with love's devoutest feeling,

him who saw thy guilt-born fear,

and, the light of hope revealing,

bade the blood-stained cross appear.

Praise thy Savior God that drew thee

to that cross, new life to give,

held a blood-sealed pardon to thee,

bade thee look to him and live.

Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee,

roused thee from thy fatal ease;

praise the grace whose promise warmed thee,

praise the grace that whispered peace.

Lord, this bosom's ardent feeling

vainly would my lips express:

low before thy footstool kneeling,

deign thy suppliant's pray'r to bless.

Let thy love, my soul's chief treasure,

love's pure flame within me raise;

and, since words can never measure,

let my life show forth thy praise.

 august
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

  8       Howard & Janet Pigott

21        Bill & Barbara Gustin

  5 John McCleskey

  5 Jennifer Phillips

10      George Tady

13 Dot Lee

14 Sandy Sweezy

16 Jae Garcia

17 Kelli Garcia

19 Pete Love

21 Davetta Moore

25 Allan Chagan

29 Joel Barry

29 David McCray

29 Michael Phillips

29 Madison Rettiger

30 Frankie Leithart

30 Merle Messer

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and O! erings needed for budget 2019 to date:   $  195,000

Actual Tithes and O! erings received to date:   $  384,925 

Actual Income vs. Expenses:   $ +177,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for July 2019:    AM:  91     PM: 47

›Informational Meeting‹

On August 4th following the 

morning worship service, there will 

be a congregation informational 

meeting to introduce our new 

Child Protection Policy.  This is 

an important meeting, so please 

make every eff ort to attend.  If you 

have questions, contact Donna 

or Ron Nichols or Mark Board.

Youth TyB Retreat 2019


