
Yes, school is out, graduations 

have come and gone and now our 

new graduates, Jules Anderson 

and David Watson, are preparing 

for the next phase of their lives. 

Our prayers go with them. Other 

than our Lord, who has any 

idea of what is coming either 

to students as they move along 

through school, or to any of the 

rest of us in the coming year? 

Even though some of us may be 

more concerned with ‘what’s for 

supper’ than what will ‘happen 

next week’, we still must plan 

for next week because it is right 

around the corner. One of the 

fi rst things we will be preparing 

for at Grace Church is to put in 

place things we learned from the 

G.R.A.C.E. conference (Godly 

Response to Abuse in a Christian 

Environment.) We will be given 

challenges to meet to make sure 

we have a safe environment for 

everyone, especially children with 

our church. We should watch 

our children, and the children of 

others, as closely as possible.                                                                                

As I said, school is out, but 

church, as always, is in. Churches 

must march forward teaching 

and stressing age old truths in 

an environment that is changing. 

Grace Church must constantly 

assess itself in all she does so 

that we can indeed be a “Church 

of Jesus Christ!” Ephesians 5:23b 

stresses that Christ is the head of 

the church, which is His body and 

is Himself its Savior.” Since Jesus 

places such a high value on the 

church, how can we do any less? 

Paul in Ephesians and Colossians 

describes the church as the 

body of Christ in different ways 

so that can we see the extreme 

importance of the church for 

individuals and families. The 

church is of vital importance to 

all believers in Jesus Christ. 

The work of our Senior Pastor 

Search Committee continues full 

steam ahead, but they truly need 

all of our prayers and support 

in any way they ask for it. Grace 
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►  Father's Day is June 16th!

►  WNF on June 5th & 19th from 6-8pm

►  Jose Veciana's WNF study on the "I Am" Sayings of Jesus, based on the book 

Knowing Christ by R.C. Sproul starts June 5th.
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J U N E  E V E N T S . . .

UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

June 1   •   G.R.A.C.E. Congregational Training, 9am-12noon

June 2   •   Men's Monthly Devotional, 8:10am

June 2   •   WM Council Meeting, 4:30pm

June 6   •   Men's 1st Thursday, Tubby's in Thunderbolt

June 12 •    Joint Officer Meeting, 6:30pm 

June 25-27  •   General Assembly, Dallas, TX

Upcoming Events

July 24-27  •   Youth Summer Retreat to Tybee 4-H Camp

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  I s l an d s
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

G O D  S P E A K S  G C I  Y O U T H  W E E K E N D

(Continued on page 2)

When:    July 24th - July 27th

Where:  Burton 4-H Center 

on Tybee Island

Who:     GCI Youth Group 

and Friends

Cost:      $150.00

Plan for an active weekend studying Psalm 

19 with GCI's Youth Leader, Ronnie Nichols. 

! e weekend will also include kayaking, the 

beach, and shark teeth. Need chaperones and 

volunteers to help with food. If you can help 

or have questions ask Brian Purtell.

MORNING WORSHIP

10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL

11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING

6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP

6:00-8:00 PM
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continued 

from page 1

...must continue on its 

journey to serve our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ 

as best as it can. Godly 

leadership is a necessity and 

I know everyone here is 

aware of that and is looking 

forward to the next phase of 

our church’s journey. 

During the week of June 

25-28 the PCA will have its 

General Assembly in Dallas. 

Grace Church will have 

one Ruling Elder going as a 

voting Commissioner, Jose 

Veciana, and Ruling Elder 

Emeritus Tom Taylor, going as 

a non-voting commissioner 

whereas he works with 

the Stated Clerk’s offi ce 

during the Assembly. As your 

Interim Pastor, I will be going 

as a voting Teaching Elder. 

Donna and I are going a day 

early so we can attend a 

special conference on some 

of the issues we will be 

voting on. We received our 

Commissioner Handbooks 

today by email and they are 

roughly 452 pages in length 

(A lot of reading.) All in all, 

this will be a very important 

General Assembly. 

S T E W A R D S H I P  U P D A T E

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2019 to date:     $  143,551

Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $  136,500

Actual Income vs. Expenses:     $  -6,000

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Average attendance for May 2019:   AM: 102      PM: 40

Rev. Merle Messer, 
Interim Pastor

601-573-8973 (24/7)
merle.messer@yahoo.com

School is out, 
Church is in

 june
 anniversaries & 

birthdays

7             Tim & Janet McCarthy

16        Mark & Nancy Board

16          Dave & Cathy Roulo

18         Craig & Gina Harrell

18            Je"  & Debbie Mullis

25           Jose & Julie Veciana

4 Leah Boyd

6 Tim McCarthy

8 Erin Vernon

12 Crosby Abney

12 Estelle Vernon

18 Sarah Delk

21 Mckenzie Sparks

22 Sam Vernon

25 Bobby Missroon

28 Toni McCray

28 Rita Tady

29 Kyril Purtell

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
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Women's Ministry

Ladies Bible Study - ! ursday, June 6th is the # nal meeting 

for the Ladies Bible Study on the book, Even Better ! an Eden

by Nancy Guthrie. ! anks to everyone that was a part of this 

study. We look forward to beginning a new study in the fall!

Why the PCA?  by Tom Taylor • Ruling Elder, Emeritus

At Grace Church of the Islands 
we believe the Bible, the Word 
of God, must govern how we 
organize ourselves and carry out 
the work of the Church. Central 
to our understanding of the 
Church is our belief that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the one and only 
Head of the Church.  No human 

being or human institution has supreme authority 
over the life of the Church. Therefore, we believe 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as Head of the Church, has 
shown us in his Word foundational principles for the 
human governing of local churches and our desire is 
to align our practice as closely as we can with what 
the Bible teaches. We believe the Presbyterian form 
of polity is Biblical, Representative, and Connectional. 
Furthermore, we believe the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA) comes closest to meeting all three of 
these Biblical principles.

Biblical: The PCA system of government is 
Biblical because both the form of government and the 
theology are based on the Word of God. The PCA has 
made a fi rm commitment to the doctrinal standards 
which have been signifi cant in Presbyterianism since 
1645—The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. These doctrinal 
standards express the distinctives of the Calvinistic 
or Reformed tradition.

Representative: The PCA system is 
representative because the people choose their 
spiritual leaders to govern the Church on the local, 
regional, and national levels. The PCA maintains 
the historic polity of Presbyterian governance set 
forth in the Book of Church Order, namely rule by 

presbyters (or elders) and the graded assemblies or 
courts (session, presbytery, and general assembly). 
In addition, the PCA holds to the parity of elders, 
making a distinction between two classes of elders, 
teaching and ruling. The PCA has taken a democratic 
position--rule from the local church up, rather than 
from the top assemblies down.

Connectional: The PCA system is connectional 
because local churches see themselves as part of the 
larger Church. Congregations are joined together in 
Presbyteries through the elder representatives of the 
church and the whole church is joined together in 
the General Assembly. The GCI session consists of 
teaching elder Merle Messer and ruling elders Mark 
Board, David Roulo, Jose Veciana and Louis Watson. 
GCI is a member of the Savannah River Presbytery 
that currently consists of all the teaching elders 
(42) serving within the geographic bounds of the 
presbytery and two ruling elder delegates from each 
of the local churches (20). The PCA General Assembly 
consists of all the teaching elders in the denomination 
and two ruling elder commissioners from each of the 
member churches. As a connectional church we hold 
to the common binding doctrinal standards of the 
Reformed Faith and we have mutual accountability 
and discipline in the local body, the Presbytery, and the 
General Assembly. Through these interconnections at 
various levels, Presbyterianism provides a Biblically-
balanced approach to church government.

As Presbyterians, we believe local churches, no 
matter what size they may be, do not minister best 
alone, but in cooperation with the larger Church. We 
engage in cooperative ministry as a body of churches 
to carry out the Great Commission our Lord Jesus 
Christ gave to His Church.

Did You Know?  

1.  Grace Church of the Islands 
was originally named Islands 
Presbyterian Church. It was a 

daughter church of IPC.

2.  The fi rst worship service at     
Point Pleasant occurred on 

January 7, 1996 (Sandy 
Sweezy played the piano).

3. The fi rst church offi ce was 
located at 7020-A Johnny 

Mercer Blvd. In the summer 
of 1998, the offi ce moved to 
4-B Wilmington Island Rd.

4.  Islands Presbyterian Church 
was organized as a particular 

church in the PCA on 
December 7, 1997 at a worship 

service at Point Pleasant.

5.  The name changed to Grace 
Church of the Islands early in 

2000.

6.  Construction of the church 
facility began in August 2001 
and was completed in May 
2002. The total cost was 

$2,256,680.

7.  The Dedication of the church 
facility occurred on 

June 9, 2002.

8.  The organizing pastor was 
Rev. J. Martin Fields

9.  The fi rst ruling elders were: 
Randall J. Beach, Karl M. 

Counts, and David C. Marshall.

10.  The fi rst deacons were: 
David Bowman, John Holland, 

Jeffrey Klein, Peter Phillips, 
Luck Shepherd, and 

Creed Taylor.

-GCI History Team

Drawing of the church from early 2000. 

Notice anything diff erent?


