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Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year

We should always give thanks to our Lord and God. 

Yet it is good to be reminded to do that because of 

various holidays that we celebrate. We are reminded 

very powerfully of that during three special holidays. 

At ! anksgiving we eat specially prepared foods (& 

lots of it), at Christmas we show thanks by the giving 

of gi" s and at the New Year we re# ect back on how 

God has led us and we look forward to following our 

Lord in a fresh way during the coming year. 

Psalm 100 is a “Psalm for Giving ! anks” as it 

calls us to come into His presence with singing. Our 

church does a $ ne job of this. It tells us (corporately) 

to give Him thanks which we have been doing and 

will continue to do. Psalm 100 ends by telling us why 

we should honor, bless and follow our God. It says, 

“For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” ! is 

is addressed to the whole congregation, but I would 

like to appropriate the message for us in a personal 

way. Just as God is good to His congregation, so He 

is good to each of us. Can you take a few moments 

during the season from ! anksgiving to New Year’s 

and re# ect on your lives. Can you thank God for 

leading our church and concentrate on how much 

you gain from supporting our church. 

I can do the above very easily. It is a pleasure and 

an honor to be able to serve my Lord through Grace 

Church and participate in the worship and activities 

of our church. All churches have times when the 

people who attend them must come together and 

focus on areas that need particular attention. Special 

needs vary from time to time and from church to 

church. One area we need to work on, and I believe we 

are doing it, is to focus on where we are as a church, 

and what needs to be done to move us forward. Of 

$ rst importance is unity and a desire to help advance 

the Kingdom of Christ in the greater Savannah area 

and beyond. Please let me add a personal note. I 

started preaching here on a somewhat regular basis 

last May and I have been...

Rev. Merle Messer, Interim Pastor
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Morning Worship:

10:00 AM

Sunday School:

11:15 AM

Sunday Evening Worship:

6:00 PM

WNF:

6:00 - 8:00 PM

December 1 • Mark Board Shepherding Group Christmas Party, 5:30-9pm at GCI

December 2 • Men’s Monthly Devotional at 8:10am

December 6 • Men’s 1st Thursday at 11:30am at Tubby’s in Thunderbolt

December 6 • Stewardship Committee Meeting at 5pm

December 9 • Lessons & Carols Service 6-8pm, reception to follow

December 12 • Christmas WNF & Congregational Update Meeting

December 15 • Candles, Carols and Cake from 7-9pm, Ladies drop in at 

  the home of Lucia Welch

December 16 • Guest Preacher, Chad Turner for the PM service

December 20 • Joint Offi cer Meeting at 6pm

December 24 • Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6pm

December 25 • Merry Christmas!

Upcoming Events

January 9 • Pastor Messer's WNF Theology Class Begins 
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MUSIC NOTES  by Gina Harrell  • Director  of Music

STEWARDSHIP
UPDATE
Dale Hinely 
GCI Financial Administrator • 
fi nance@gcipca.org

Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received to Date:

$362,650

Tithes and Offerings 
needed for Budget 2018:

$523,375

Actual Income vs. Expenses 

-$61,000

Grace Church of the Islands PCA seeks to be a 

Reformed witness to Wilmington Island, 

Savannah, and ultimately to the world through 

the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by 

the ordinary means of grace.

With His word as our authority, this body of 

believers seeks to glorify God through regular 

public worship, faithful preaching and teaching of 

the word, Christian Education, evangelism, 

fellowship, discipleship, and missions.

The women of the church are invited drop in for

 Candles, Carols and Cake 
at the home of Lucia Welch on Saturday, Dec. 15th 

from 7-9pm.  This will be a time of fellowship and fun.  
All women are encouraged to come!

DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES:

5 Brad & Johanna Durham
6 Buddy & Nancy Gallaher
6 Tom & Davetta Moore
12 Louis & Ponda Watson
20 Scott & Leah Boyd
29 David & Diana Davis

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS:

4 David Davis
4 Grace Delk
10 Scott Boyd
13 Sarah Maxwell
14 Krissy Abney
14 Lucia Welch
19 Caitlin Love
22 Seth Lamson
22 Zach Lamson
24 Sandy Morris
24 Greg Sharpe
29 Nick Gibson

SILENT NIGHT, 
HOLY NIGHT

Silent night, holy night

All is calm and all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child

Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night

Shepherds quake at the sight

Glories stream from Heaven afar

Heavenly hosts sing halleluia

Christ the savior is born

Christ our savior is born

Silent night, holy night

Son of God

Love's pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus Lord at thy birth

Jesus Lord at thy birth

Silent night, Holy night,

Wondrous star, lend thy light

With the angels let us sing

Alleluia to our King

Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

...Interim Pastor two months. During this 

time I have witnessed a positive change among 

our people. In my opinion we have gone from a 

somewhat stressful situation to a much calmer, 

more optimistic view of our situation.  One 

important thing that is helping us move forward 

is the attitude of the Elders and Deacons. In our 

joint meetings there is an excellent working 

relationship between the two groups and this 

attitude helps lead us forward. 

I admit that I am an optimist, which all 

Christians should be, and I am not alone in this 

thinking. I am convinced we can look forward 

to a really blessed New Year in the life of our 

church. Yes, Psalm 100 is true in all it teaches.

                          Your Servant, Merle Messer
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Lessons 
& Carols

Sunday, December 9th 
from 6-8pm

! e service of Lessons and Carols 
is a Christian worship service 
celebrating the birth of Jesus. ! e 
story of the fall of humanity, the 
promise of the Messiah, and the 
birth of Jesus are told in short 
readings from the Bible found in 
Genesis through the Gospels, and 
is interspersed with the singing of 
carols.

! e format is based on an Order 
drawn up by Edward White Benson, 
who was at the time Bishop of 
Truro, in Cornwall, UK. It was $ rst 
used on Christmas Eve, 1880, in a 
wooden shed which served as a 
cathedral.

Since then, the original service 
has been adapted and used by 
other churches all over the world, 
the most famous being the service 
performed every Christmas Eve at 
Kings College in Cambridge, UK.

While the music is varied from 
service to service, the theme is always 
the same, providing continuity 
and strength- “! e development 
of the loving purposes of God 
seen through the windows and the 
words of the Bible.” 

Christmas Eve 
   Candlelight Service

● Monday, December 24th at 6:00pm

op in for

This year marks the 200th anniversary of the 
composing of, and fi rst performance of “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” at the Church of St Nicola 
in Oberndorf, Austria. The story of its writing 
has intrigued me since I was a child, but the 
traditional account is more of a legend than the 
actual truth. The story has been told that “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” was fi rst written for, and 
performed on the guitar because the church 
organ was not working. However, there is no 
documentation that this was truly the situation.  

A young Catholic priest, Joseph Mohr (b. 
1792) had written the words to Silent Night 
a couple of years earlier.  On this particular 
Christmas Eve, he took the poem to his 
organist, Franz Gruber (b. 1787) so that he 
could write a melody for it. It was to be sung for 
the Christmas Eve service that night.  Gruber 
composed the tune and music which was then 
sung at the service, accompanied by Gruber on 
his guitar.

Not long after Christmas, Gruber passed 
the hymn along to an organ builder who had 
come to service the organ. He in turn, shared 
it with several musical families that he knew. 
The following year Silent Night’s fame spread 
quickly throughout the world.

In 1854 the origin of Silent Night was 
documented by Franz Gruber on a request by 
the Royal Prussian Court Orchestra in Berlin 
to the Benedictine Monastery in Salzburg, 
where they hoped to fi nd the original song 

which they presumed had been composed 
by Michael Haydn (well-known composer, 
Franz Joseph Haydn’s younger brother).Franz 
Gruber's document, describing his involvement 
with the carol are the only words written from 
fi rst-hand knowledge. Here is a part of the 
letter which Gruber wrote:

Authentic Reason for the Composition 
of the Christmas Song

"Silent Night, Holy Night!"
On December 24th in the year 1818 

the curate of the newly erected parish-
church St. Nicola of Oberndorf, Mr. 
Joseph Mohr handed over a poem to the 
deputy organist, Franz Gruber (at that 
time also teacher at Arnsdorf) with the 
request to compose a suitable melody 
for two solo voices with choir and the 
accompaniment of one guitar. 

The latter handed his simple 
compostion over to the musically trained 
clergyman as requested - an exact copy 
of the original is attached hereto - his 
compostion was produced immediately 
on Christmas Eve with great applause. 

Mr. Joseph Mohr, the originator of 
this, and other spiritual poems, died on 
December 4, 1848, the worthy vicar at 
Wagrain in Pongau. 

In view of the fact that this Christmas 
song had reached the Tyrol fi rst by means 

of a well known man from Zillertal and 
has appeared since then in a slightly 
different form in a collection of songs 
at Leipzig; the originator considers it a 
favor to be able to enclose the song in its 
original version. 

Hallein, 30th December 1854 
Franz Gruber,
Parish choir-conductor and organist

Gruber held a signifi cant position in 
society during his lifetime, and his life is well 
documented.  Joseph Mohr, however, was an 
illegitimate child born into poverty. He was 
taken as a foster child by the clergy of his 
church and encouraged along in his studies.
After serving in the Catholic church, he died 
in poverty and the only remembrance of him is 
this wonderful hymn.

There are many speculations and folklore 
that surround the writing of “Silent Night, 
Holy Night”, but the truth of it’s beginning is 
still a mystery. But one thing we can be sure 
of is that no broken instruments, no hymns 
written in haste, no troubles in the church, no 
diffi cult circumstances or disasters of any kind 
surprise or hinder our Sovereign God. Let us 
take comfort and joy in the familiar songs of 
the Christmas season as we come together to 
worship. May the well-loved words and music 
warm our hearts and strengthen our spirits to 
better serve our faithful, loving Father!

! ere will be a  

Congregational Update 
Meeting 

following  WNF dinner on 

Wed. December 12th. 


