
Abraham Lincoln said “We 
have grown in numbers, wealth, 
and power as no other nation. 
But we have forgotten God.” 
Whatever became of the vision 
of our forefathers when they 
came to America to establish a 
new nation partly for freedom 
of religion. If Abraham Lincoln 
thought this was true in the   
mid-1860’s, where are we now?

I read Ronald Reagan’s book 

and I cannot remember how 
many times he referred to the 
United States as the “City on the 
Hill.” He saw our nation as having 
the obligation to be the opposite
of what we may have been. If 
we are to fulfi ll what our Lord       
desires for us and what our      
forefathers came here for, then 
we should strive to be a “City on 
a Hill.” 

Can we reverse the way       
Lincoln saw us and become what 
Ronald Reagan wanted us to be. 
Yes, we can! As a matter of fact 
we are the “City on the Hill” in 
spite of the general condition of 
the US spiritually.
 In Matthew 5:11 Jesus says  “You 

(us individually, Grace Church 
and all believers) are the light of 
the world.” This is a stated fact. 
Jesus continues in Verse 12 “A 
city  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be 
hidden.” Here is another stated 

fact. Right now in this article I 
am not dealing with all believers, 
I am dealing with those reading 
this article and Grace Church in 
particular.  Yes, Grace Church is 
a city on a hill and we will not   
conform to Verse 13 by putting 
our “light under a basket.” We 
can, we must, and we will be a light. 
Now please do not misunderstand 
me on this, but we will be a light 
to ourselves fi rst so that we 
can be  a light  and  shine  in  our   
community secondly.

As I write this the sun is shining 
and it is a beautiful day and this is 
uplifting to my soul. Well, Grace 
Church is shining much more 
brightly than the sun because we 
have the Spirit of our Triune God 
leading us. All we have to do is 
willingly follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit and we will be serving 
our Lord as He would have us 
follow Him.  What more can we...
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► The Roulo Shepherding Group will hold a Souper Sunday luncheon on 
Feb 3 following Sunday School.  All members should bring their favorite 
Soup or Chili to share with the group.
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F E B R U A R Y  E V E N T S . .

UPCOMING EVENTS- GET CONNECTED!

Feb 3  • Men's Monthly Devtl. at 8:30am

Feb 3 • New Members Class begins

Feb 3 • Roulo Shepherding Group luncheon, 

  following Sunday School

Feb 3  • WM Council Meeting at 4:30pm

Feb 7  • Men's 1st Thursday, Tubby's in Thunderbolt

Feb 20  •  Joint Officer Meeting at 6pm

Feb 23  • WM Baby Shower honoring Leah Boyd 

MORNING WORSHIP

10:00 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL

11:15 AM

SUNDAY EVENING

6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP

6:00-8:00 PM

Gr a c e  C hu rc h 
of  t h e  Is l an d s
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

6901 CONCORD RD ● SAVANNAH, GA 31410

Grace Church will be offering a New Members Class beginning on 

Sunday, Feb. 3rd during the Sunday School hour. The class is open to 

people interested in learning more about Grace Church of the Islands and 

who may wish to join the church. If you are interested, please speak to 

the pastor, one of the elders, or the front offi ce. 

N E W  M E M B E R S  C L A S S

Continued on page 2



♫

February 9 marks the 
birthday of Sidney Nicholson 
in 1875. Most of us would 
not recognize his name, but 
in the Church of England, 
it is one of signifi cance. 
He was a choir director,                         
organist and composer in the 
Anglican Church, but is best               
remembered as being the 
founder of the Royal School 
of Church Music. He served 
at Westminster Abbey in 
the 1920’s, and his concern 
over the state of music in 
the church prompted him 
to start the school. He gave 
up his prestigious position 
at Westminster to pursue 
his vision and taught there 
until the year of his death, 
1947. The School is still an 
important institution today.  
What we would know him 
best for is his regal hymn 
tune, “Crucifer”, know to us 
as “Lift High the Cross”. It is a 
grand processional tune with 
the sound of an Edwardian 
march. (think “Pomp and 
Circumstance” by one of his 
contemporaries, Sir Edward 

Elgar)The hymn begins with 
the dramatic refrain, then 
switches to a much quieter, 
contemplative section for 
each verse.
  Our well-crafted hymn 
tune was composed for the 
words written by George 
Kitchin (1827-1912) for an 
important festival meeting 
of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel 
in 1887. Kitchin was an 
Anglican clergyman and 
highly respected scholar, 
headmaster, dean and 
university chancellor. The 
hymn was revised and set to 
the “Crucifer” tune in 1916 
for publication in “Hymns 
Ancient and Modern”. It was 
not published in America 
until 1974.
  Composer and hymn 
scholar Dr Stanley Osborne 
aptly described “Lift High 
the Cross” in this way: “the 
images are biblical, it's moods 
expectant, its promises 
courageous, and its demands 
costly.” We see in the refrain 
that our Sovereign God 

takes the cross, a symbol of 
oppression and curse, and 
uses it to display his great 
love. And indeed, we see 
many references to scripture. 
In verse one, we hear and 
echo of Jesus’ words, “Take 
up your cross and follow me” 
(Matthew 16:24). We also 
see in verse three a mention 
of Jesus’ conversation 
with Nicodemus in John 
3 about drawing all men 
to himself if he is lifted up, 
and fi nally wording from 
the Lord’s prayer in verse 
four. Throughout the hymn 
we see images of glorious 
victory and praises that rise 
to the throne of heaven.
  This month let us take 
encouragement from and 
be challenged by the words 
to “Lift High the Cross”. 
In a world that needs the 
deep love and healing peace 
of God and the truth of 
the gospel, may our lives be 
full of praise as we, Christ’s 
Church, lift high the cross of 
our wonderful Savior, 
Jesus Christ!
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Senior Pastor Search Committee
Jane Hodge, Donna Nichols, David Lamson- Clerk, Dave Roulo, Brian 
Purtell- Chair, David McCray, Craig Harrell (alt), & Jim Henry- Vice Chair
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...ask for? We pray a lot 

asking for blessings and we 

should, but if we truly follow 

Christ the blessings will be 

there for us personally and 

our church.

It is interesting but both 

Abraham Lincoln and Ronald 

Reagan were right in their 

assessment of our great nation. 

If we look at secular society 

it is a sad state of affairs, if 

we look at our Bible-based 

churches, it is a glorious 

sight. I am not thinking pie-

in-the-sky theology when I 

say this, but our church has 

a great future in the Lord’s 

service if only we will remain 

faithful to the membership 

vows we took when we 

joined our church. Of course 

there is more to it than just 

those vows, but they are 

brief and to the point and easy 

to follow. May God continue 

to bless us this year and in 

the coming years.

Rev. Merle Messer, 

Interim Pastor

601-573-8973 (24/7)

merle.messer@yahoo.com

Women's Ministry

Women's Ministry 

2019 Offi cers

President- Jane Hodge

Vice President- Sandy Morris

Secretary- P.J. Chagan

Treasurer- Cathy Roulo

Historian- Lucia Welch

Members at large: 

Danielle Gibson

Donna Nichols                               

Save the Date! The Women's Ministry will be           

hosting a baby shower honoring Leah Boyd on Saturday, 

Feb. 23rd from 10:00am to 12:00noon. It will be held at 

the home of Jane Hodge. Ladies, be sure to check the 

mail for formal invitations with more information!

The Ladies Bible Study will resume meeting on 

Thurs. mornings at Grace Church from 10-12noon. The 

new study will be on the book, Even Better Than Eden by   

Nancy Guthrie and led by Julie Veciana. Please contact 

Julie at 912-604-2992 if you have any questions.

“Uniting women and equipping them to glorify God and make him known in our homes, church, community and world.”

*

Tithes and Offerings needed for budget 2019 to date:     $  26,000

Actual Tithes and Offerings received to date:     $  25,348

Actual Income vs. Expenses:     $ -12,000

The Pastor Search Committee (PSC) 

knows the responsibility that we have 

been chosen to complete. We feel the 

weight of this responsibility, but like 

the Hebrews at the Red Sea we have 

no other choice but to seek God. The 

PSC has already met twice and will         

continue to meet at least weekly. We 

do not have a timeline to share with 

you, but we promise diligence and 

communication with the congregation.

So, who should be our next Senior 

Pastor? Should he be local or from afar, 

younger or older, children at home or 

children who moved on? Are we looking 

for the next Sproul, the next Lloyd-

Jones, or even the next Spurgeon? That 

would be a great challenge and we 

would miss out on the man God has 

prepared for GCI. Each of these great 

men have attributes that epitomize 

what a Godly pastor looks like. How 

do we judge what a Godly pastor looks 

like?  We use God’s Word, in this case 

1Timothy and Titus. Beyond praying for 

our church and the committee, I encourage 

you to read Paul’s pastoral letters to 

Timothy and Titus. The committee will 

be prayerfully led by the Holy Spirit and 

use these Bible chapters as the guideposts. 

Remember, God is preparing this man 

as you read this newsletter.

As part of the search, we will ask you 

to complete a survey on the attributes 

of the next Senior Pastor. The survey 

will be on the back table on Sunday, 

February 10th with responses turned 

in by Sunday, February 24th. We will 

update you as we go through the steps 

of this process. Please continue to lift 

up the church, the PSC, the elders, the 

deacons, and each other in prayer. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA

Brian Purtell- Chair

Dale Hinely, GCI Financial Administrator

Budget 
2019:

Weekly goal 
for tithes & 

offerings 
is $6,500

 Music Notes by Gina Harrell • Director of Music

february
 anniversaries & birthdays
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13 Bobby & Barabara 
Missroon

22 Harry & Dot 
Owens

24 Bill & Sandy 
Morris

4 Mason Love

5 Toni Rideout

6 Richard Towns

7 Buddy Gallaher

15 John Manders

17 Debbie Taylor

18 Bill Gustin

20 Hal McCarthy

21 Dave Hodge

21 Cathy Roulo

22 Dot Owens

24 Brannen Chapman

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

*

LIFT HIGH THE CROSS

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Come, brethren follow where our Savior trod, 
Our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 
The hosts of God in conqu'ring ranks combine. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
   As thou hast promised, draw men unto thee. Refrain

Thy kingdom come, that earth's despair may cease 
Beneath the shadow of its healing peace. Refrain

For thy blest cross which doth for us atone, 
creation's praises rise before thy throne. Refrain

Average attendance for January 2019    
AM: 99      PM: 43

visit our 

website at

gcipca.org


