
Unsearchable Riches 

JC RYLE / Chapter 18 
Although I am less than the least of all the Lord's people, this grace was given 

me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, (Ephesians 3:8 NIV) 

 

1. What St. Paul says of himself – 

He says, “I am less than the __________ of all saints.”  

The plain truth is that St. Paul saw in his own heart of hearts ______  

_____________ defects and infirmities than he saw in any one else.  

Now let us clearly understand that humility like St. Paul’s was not a peculiar 

characteristic of the great apostle of the Gentiles. On the contrary, it is one leading 

mark of _____  the most eminent saints of God in every age.  

He that desires to be saved, among the readers of this paper, let him know this day 

that the first steps towards heaven are a deep sense of sin and a __________  

estimate of ourselves. Let him cast away that weak and silly tradition that the 

beginning of religion is to feel ourselves “_________.” 

 

2. What St. Paul says of his ministerial office –  
(a) For one thing, let us settle it firmly in our minds that the ministerial office is 

a ______________  Institution. 
 

(b) For another thing, let us settle it in our minds that the ministerial office is a 

most ________ and __________  provision of God. 

(c) For another thing, let us settle it firmly in our minds that the ministerial 

office is an _________________  privilege. 

 

3. What St. Paul says of the great subject of his preaching. He calls it “the 

unsearchable riches of Christ” 

“the unsearchable riches of Christ.” It is the strong burning language of one who 

always remembered his _______  to Christ’s mercy and grace, and loved to show 

how intensely he felt it by his words.  



(a) Set down, first and foremost, in your minds that there are unsearchable 

riches in Christ’s _____________.  

(b) Set down, next, in your minds that there are unsearchable riches in the work 

which Christ _____________________  for us, when He lived on earth, 

died, and rose again.  

(c) Set down, next, in your minds that there are unsearchable riches in the 

offices which Christ at this moment fills, as He lives for us at the right hand 

of God. He is at once our Mediator, our _____________, our Priest, our 

Intercessor, our ___________, our Bishop, our Physician, our Captain, our 

_______, our Master, our Head, our Forerunner, our Elder Brother, the 

______________ of our souls. No doubt these offices are worthless to those 

who know nothing of vital religion. But to those who live the life of faith, 

and seek first the kingdom of God, each office is _______________ as gold. 

(d) Set down, next, in your minds that there are unsearchable riches in the 

_________  and __________  which are applied to Christ in the Scriptures. 

(e) Set down, lastly, in your minds that there are unsearchable riches in the 

characteristic qualities, attributes, dispositions, and intentions of Christ’s 

________  towards man, as we find them revealed in the New Testament, In 

Him there are ________ of mercy, love, and compassion for sinners,—riches 

of power to cleanse, pardon, forgive, and to save to the uttermost,—riches of 

willingness to receive all who come to Him repenting and believing, 

… best of all, these riches are ___________________. They are a mine which, 

however long it may be worked, is never _______________.  

Practical application 

1) First then let me ask you what you think of yourself?  …  Be very sure that 

_____-knowledge is the first step towards heaven. 

2) Secondly, what do you think of the ministers of Christ?  … It is an evil sign 

in the Church when Christ’s witnesses are silenced, or persecuted, and men 

hate him who ______________. (Isaiah 29:21.)  

3) Last of all, what do you think of Christ Himself? Is He great or little in your 

eyes? 


