
 

 

Outline November 9, 2014 
“Reformation and Resistance…”  Luke 20:1-19 

 
I. What Jesus had done and was doing –  

45
 Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who 

bought and sold in it,  
46

 saying to them, "It is written, `My house is a 
house of prayer,' but you have made it a`den of thieves.'"  

47
 And He 

was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and 
the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him,  

48
 and were unable to 

do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.   (Luke 
19:45-48 NKJ) 

 
1. He drove those who were buying and selling out of the temple 

- :45-46 
2. He was teaching daily in the temple - :47a 
3. His teaching kept His enemies away: 
A. They were not able to destroy Him 
B. They were not able to buy and sell in the temple 
C. They “were unable to do anything; for all the people were very 

attentive to hear Him.” Luke 19:48 
 

II. His taking ( the temple), teaching and preaching in the 
temple is challenged by the “authorities.” 

NKJ  
Luke 20:1 Now it happened on one of those days, as He taught the 

people in the temple and preached the gospel, that the chief priests and 
the scribes, together with the elders, confronted Him 
 
2
 and spoke to Him, saying, "Tell us, by what authority are You doing 

these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?" (Luke 20:1-2 
NKJ) 
 

1. “One of those days”, implies His activity of teaching and 
preaching in the temple continued a matter of days -  

2. They “confronted Him” – 
Greek - 2186 ἐφίστημι ephistemi {ef-is'-tay-mee}  

Meaning:  1) to place at, place upon, place over 1a) to stand by, be present 
1b) to stand over one, place one's self above 1b1) used esp. of persons 
coming upon one suddenly 1b1a) an angel, of the advent of angels 1b1b) of 
dreams 1b2) of evils coming upon one 1c) to be at hand 1c1) be ready, 1d) 
of time 1d1) to come upon 1d1a) of rain  
Origin:  from 1909 and 2476;; v 
 

3. This group: of chief priests, scribes and elders SEEMS to be a 
delegation of the Sanhedrin. 

A. Nothing here says they actually were from that court. 
B. Yet, if they were not from that court, it seems they were trying to 

appear such. 
4. What they were after were Jesus’ “CREDENTIALS” meaning they were 

asking: what Rabbi had Jesus studied under or what special 
permission had He attained from the Sanhedrin to do what he was 
doing, especially “teaching.”  Such credentials were normally 
required for Jesus to do what He was doing.  Assuming Jesus was an 
ordinary man, had not performed miracles, etc… To most Jesus’ 
“credentials” were blatantly obvious. 

 

III. Jesus’ response – 
3
 But He answered and said to them, "I also will ask you one thing, and answer 

Me:  
4
 "The baptism of John-- was it from heaven or from men?"   

5
 And they 

reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say,`From heaven,' He will 
say,`Why then did you not believe him?'   

6
 "But if we say,`From men,' all the 

people will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet."   
7
 So 

they answered that they did not know where it was from.   
8
 And Jesus said to 

them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things." (Luke 20:3-8 
NKJ) 
 

1. John’s baptism from Heaven or from men? 
Basically, did John the Baptist need your credentialing?  
 
This is an important question because: 

A. John performed no miracle. 
B. John pointed to Jesus Christ, you could say He endorsed Jesus as the 

Christ / Savior / the Son of God – 
19

 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"   

20
 He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."  
21

 And they asked him, "What 
then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he 
answered, "No."   

22
 Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an 

answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"   
23

 He said: 
"I am `The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the 
LORD,"' as the prophet Isaiah said."   

24
 Now those who were sent were from 

the Pharisees.   
25

 And they asked him, saying, "Why then do you baptize if 
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"   

26
 John answered them, 

saying, "I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do 
not know. 



 

 

 
27

 "It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to loose."   

28
 These things were done in 

Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.   
29

 The next 
day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world!   

30
 "This is He of whom I 

said,`After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was 
before me.'   

31
 "I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to 

Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water."   
32

 And John bore 
witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and He remained upon Him.   

33
 "I did not know Him, but He who sent 

me to baptize with water said to me,`Upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.'   

34
 "And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of 

God."  (John 1:19-34 NKJ) 
 

2. If John the Baptist did not need their credentialing neither did 
Jesus!  End of challenge! 

 

IV. Jesus’ powerful parable about Who is WHO 
Authority – Luke 20:9-19 

Some parables were / are hard to understand, this one was blatantly 
obvious: 

1. Certain Man :9 = God the Father "A certain man planted a 

vineyard, 
2. Vineyard :9 = Israel 
3. Leased it to vinedressers :9 the vinedressers = the leaders 

among the Israelites, like the chief-priests, scribes and elders 
4. The sent servants :10-12 are the true Prophets whom Israel 

rejected – 
he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of 
the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed…. 

5. The Son :13 is Jesus  “I will send my beloved son” 
6. The vinedressers planning on KILLING and actually KILLING the 

Son :14-15a This is just what they did to Jesus! 
7. The Owner’s response to this action :15b - :16a 

He will destroy and give it (the Vineyard ministry) to others, which is 
exactly what God did!  70AD Jerusalem sieged / God’s servants went 
to the gentiles - 46

 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, "It was 

necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but 
since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles. (Acts 13:46 NKJ) 

8. Even Jesus’ hearers did not like this, He had to bolster His point with 
Scripture – 

And when they heard it they said, "Certainly not!"   
17

 Then He looked at them 
and said, "What then is this that is written: `The stone which the builders 
rejected Has become the chief cornerstone '?  

18
 "Whoever falls on that stone 

will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 
 

9. The chief priests and scribes knew – 
19

 And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on 
Him, but they feared the people-- for they knew He had spoken this parable 
against them. (Luke 20:19 NKJ) 
 

Application: 
1. Look for resistance to reformation in yourself – 

This passage is all about a battle for the Temple, Who is “in” and who is out 
… Jesus was “IN” teaching and preaching the Gospel.  Others wanted back in 
to buy and sell, only for their own gain, not for God’s glory. 
 
Today we are the temple, is Jesus / God the FILLER of our hearts?  Or do we 
let other things compete? 
15

 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.   

16
 For all that is in the world-- the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not of the Father but is 
of the world.   

17
 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 

does the will of God abides forever.   (1John 2:15-17 NKJ) 
 

Note the “Certainly Not” of Jesus’ hearers, would you say “certainly not” to 
anything Jesus might say or do in your life? 
 

2. See this was not only resistance to “reformation” but also to the 
Gospel – Luke 20:1  Let us never forget the Gospel – 

8
 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, 
9
 not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9 

NKJ) 
 

A. It is the Gospel we believe, preach and depend upon! 
B. It is the Gospel through which God saves us – Psalm 100! 
C. It is the Gospel God will use to save others –  

18
 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1Corinthians 1:18 NKJ) 
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