
J.C. Ryle Holiness / Assurance 

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 

Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. (2 

Timothy 4:6-8 NKJ) 

In these verses, according to Ryle, what three ways does the Apostle Paul 

look? 

(a) He looks ___________ to the ___________, and he does it without 

________. 
 

(b) He looks ___________ to his ministerial life, and he does it without 

_________. 

(c) He looks ___________ to the great day of ____________, and he does it 

without _________. 

 

1. What does the Bible say about assurance? 

For I _____________ that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last 

on the earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh 

I shall see God, (Job 19:25-26 NKJ) 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will ______ 

no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they ___________ 

me. (Psalm 23:4 NKJ) 

You will keep him in ___________  ______________, Whose mind is 

stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. (Isaiah 26:3 NKJ) 

The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, 

______________ and _________________ forever. (Isaiah 32:17 NKJ) 

For I am _________________ that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor 



height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 

from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39 

NKJ) 

For we _________ that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have 

a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

(2 Corinthians 5:1 NKJ) 

So we are __________    ________________, knowing that while we are 

at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:6 NKJ) 

For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, 

for I _________ whom I have believed and am _________________ that 

He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day. (2 Timothy 

1:12 NKJ) 

that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and 

attaining to all riches of the full ___________________ of understanding, to 

the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 

(Colossians 2:2 NKJ) 

let us draw near with a true heart in full ____________________ of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22 NKJ) 

And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 

_______________ of hope until the end, (Hebrews 6:11 NKJ) 

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 

_________, for if you do these things you will never stumble; (2 Peter 1:10 

NKJ) 

We __________ that we have passed from death to life, because we love 

the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. (1 John 

3:14 NKJ) 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, that you may _________ that you have eternal life, and that you may 

continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:13 NKJ) 



We _________ that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the 

sway of the wicked one. (1 John 5:19 NKJ) 

2. Can a person be saved, get to Heaven without assurance? 

Bare simple ________ in Christ shall save a man, though he may never attain to 

___________. 

Faith, let us remember, is the _______, and assurance is the ___________. 

3.  Why should we desire an assured hope? 

(1) Let us remember then, for one thing, that assurance is to be desired, because 

of the present _________ and peace it affords. 

(2) Assurance is to be desired, because it tends to make a Christian an active 

_________ Christian. 

(3) Assurance is to be desired, because it tends to make a Christian a 

__________ Christian. 

(4) Assurance is to be desired, because it tends to make the __________ 

Christians. 

 

Reasons why so few attain an assured hope: 

1. a defective view of the doctrine of __________________. 

2. absence of assurance is, ________________ about growth in grace. 

3. an ________________ walk in life. 


