
 

 

Sermon Outline April 7, 2013 
“Dealing with Demons” 

Luke 8:26-39 
 

I. See what demons do – 
27

 And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man 
from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, 
nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. (Luke 8:27 NKJ) 
 

1. They strip men of dignity – 
A. We are created in God’s image – 

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

 27 
So God created man in His 

own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. (Genesis 1:26-27 NKJ) 

B. We were created and are now being recreated in God’s image 
in knowledge, righteousness and true holiness – 

and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in 
true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:24 NKJ) 
and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according 
to the image of Him who created him, (Colossians 3:10 NKJ) 

C. This makes us a special TARGET of those beings that HATE 
God – 

"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. (John 10:10 NKJ) 
 

2. This man is naked and homeless because he was demon 
possessed – 

29
 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 

For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with 
chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the 
demon into the wilderness. (Luke 8:29 NKJ) 
Again, what do demons do? 

A. They make men break all bonds – here physical chains and 
shackles … 

B. More often they break moral bonds and chains, abortion is 
now moving into infanticide, so called Gay rights are moving 
to Gay marriage – 

NKJ  
Psalm 2:1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 

 
2
 The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 
3
 "Let us break Their 

bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us." (Psalm 2:1-3 NKJ) 
 

An entire nation (or nations) can become a spiritual wilderness, a dwelling 
place for demons – 
 
2
 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, 

is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul 
spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! (Revelation 18:2 NKJ) 

 
II. See also what demons know – 
1. They know Jesus – 

28
 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud 

voice said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 
beg You, do not torment me!" (Luke 8:28 NKJ) 

A. They know Who He is 
B. They know what He has power to do 
C. They are spiritual beings, they walk by SIGHT and not faith 

 
2. They know and fear eternal punishment, they fear the abyss – 

31
 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the 

abyss. (Luke 8:31 NKJ) 
 

3. They know the value of a human being – 
32

 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they 
begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. 
(Luke 8:32 NKJ) 

A. It is sad some false preachers have accused Jesus of sin (animal 
cruelty) because He permitted the demons to go into the swine. 

B. Only human beings are created in God’s image, we are of more value 
than many pigs! 

C. The demons figure Jesus would allow them to go to the pigs and they 
were correct.  

 
4. Yet, know too, without Jesus confronting them, the demons would 

have continued to degrade and destroy this man and they would 
have left the pigs alone. 

 

III. See what Jesus does and can do – 



 

 

1. He can drive out demons – 
33

 Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the 
herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned. 
(Luke 8:33 NKJ) 
 

2. He can restore right mindedness – 
35

 Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, 
and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. (Luke 8:35 NKJ) 
 

Note; true right mindedness includes: 
 

A. Clothing 
B. A desire to be with Jesus – 

38
 Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that 

he might be with Him.  (Luke 8:38 NKJ) 
 

C. Obedience to Jesus – 
 But Jesus sent him away, saying, 
 
39

 "Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done 
for you." And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole 
city what great things Jesus had done for him. (Luke 8:38-39 NKJ) 
 

3. He can restore right mindedness in even extreme cases – 
30

 Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, 
"Legion," because many demons had entered him. (Luke 8:30 NKJ) 
 

A. A Legion in the Roman army was 6,000 men 
B. He can help us with internal battles whether with sin or Satan 
C. He can change people and even nations – 

In the early 1700s the Devil seemed to have England under his total control:  

1. The dominate teaching in most churches was a philosophy called deism, which basically 

said God created the world and then left it. According to the deists God was no more than a 

creative force.  

2. Churches, therefore, were corrupt, and the nation without spiritual or moral leadership, was 

faltering fast! Morality was despised! Virtually non-existent!  

3. The nation was known for the gin-craze, every sixth house in London had become a gin 

shop!  

4. The national pastimes were games involving the torture and killing of animals, crime had 

run rampant, to the point that 160 crimes were punishable by death. The moral low sunk to 

the degree that hangings became gala events.  

5. The nation was characterized by: the rule of the mob, nick-named “Sir Mob”, child-abuse, 

poverty, alcoholism, and rat infested over-crowded prisons!  

Yet in the midst of this- “a religious revival burst forth ... which changed in a few years the whole 

temper of the English society. The church was restored to life and activity. Religion carried to the 

hearts of the people a fresh spirit of moral zeal, while it purified our literature and manners. A new 

philanthropy reformed our prisons, infused clemency and wisdom into our penal laws, abolished the 

slave trade, and gave the first impulse to popular education.” J.R. Green - A Short History of the 

English People. 

What happened? Where did the Devil’s fool proof plan fail??? 1st, God - the WHY of any revival 

starts with the Spirit of God!  2nd, God’s man - George Whitefield, a study of the history of this 

revival shows that his open-air preaching was truly its first direct human spark!  3rd, George 

Whitefield’s mom -- her baby George was the seventh of seven children, one whom she dedicated to 

the Lord in prayer!  

Where the Devil first failed was with the heart of a simple woman who kept praying for her youngest 

son, whom she raised to serve the Lord, even in the midst of difficult circumstances. He failed by 

allowing this woman to desire and have seven children! Genesis 3:15 shows us that the Devil always 

has hatred for godly women and their children. What strategies is the Devil using against women 

today? 

 

It does not take numbers to rout demons!  Just a real connection with Jesus! 
6
 Then Jonathan said to the young man who bore his armor, "Come, let us go 

over to the garrison of these uncircumcised; it may be that the LORD will work 
for us. For nothing restrains the LORD from saving by many or by few." (1Sa 
14:6 NKJ) 
 

IV. See the response of the ungodly – 
1. They told everyone –  

When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. (Luke 8:34 NKJ) 
 

2. There is fear of God’s power, even though it is gracious, healing 
power – 

Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found 
the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.

 36 
 They also who had seen 

it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed.
 37 

Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked 
Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into 
the boat and returned. (Luke 8:35-37 NKJ) 
 

3. These are responses the world still has today - 
 

V. Jesus’ command and commission – 
Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he might 
be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying,

 39 
"Return to your own house, 

and tell what great things God has done for you." And he went his way and 
proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for 
him. (Luke 8:38-39 NKJ) 
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