
JC Ryle / Holiness 

Sanctification / Chapter 2 

"Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. (John 17:17 NKJ) 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from 

sexual immorality; (1 Thessalonians 4:3 NKJ) 

What three things does Ryle say are absolutely necessary to salvation? 

 

What according to Ryle do the following 5 texts of Scripture teach? 

"And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the 

truth. (John 17:19 NKJ) 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 

for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 

word, (Ephesians 5:25-26 NKJ) 

who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 

purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. (Titus 2:14 

NKJ) 

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to 

sins, might live for righteousness-- by whose stripes you were healed. (1 Peter 

2:24 NKJ) 

in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and 

above reproach in His sight-- (Colossians 1:22 NKJ) 

 

1) Sanctification, then, is the invariable result of that _____  ______  with 

Christ which true faith gives to a Christian. 

2) Sanctification, again, is the outcome and inseparable consequence of 

_________________. 

3) Sanctification, again, is the only certain evidence of that indwelling of the 

____  ______ which is essential to salvation. “If any man have not the 

_______ of Christ, he is none of His.” (Rom. 8:9.)  



4)  Sanctification, again, is the only sure mark of God’s _________. 

5) Sanctification, again, is a _______ that will always be ______. 

6) Sanctification, again, is a thing for which every believer is ______________. 

7) Sanctification, again, is a thing which admits of _________ and 

__________. 

8) Sanctification, again, is a thing which depends greatly on a diligent use of 

Scriptural means. When I speak of “means,” I have in view Bible-reading, 

private _________, regular _________________ on public worship, regular 

___________ of God’s Word, and regular reception of the Lord’s Supper. I 

lay it down as a simple matter of fact, that no one who is careless about such 

things must ever expect to make ________  ___________ in sanctification. 

9) Sanctification, again, is a thing which does not prevent a man having a great 

deal of inward spiritual conflict. 

10) Sanctification, again, is a thing which cannot justify a man, and yet it 

_________ God. This may seem wonderful, and yet it is true. The holiest 

actions of the holiest saint that ever lived are all more or less full of defects 

and ____________________. 

11) Sanctification, again, is a thing which will be found ______________   

______________ as a witness to our character in the great day of judgment. 

12) Sanctification, in the last place, is absolutely necessary, in order to 

______ and ________ us for heaven. 

What are the visible marks of a sanctified person? 

(1) True sanctification then does not consist in _____ about religion. 

My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in 

truth. (1 John 3:18 NKJ) 

(2) True sanctification does not consist in temporary ___________  feelings. 

(3) True sanctification does not consist in outward ______________ and 

external devoutness 

(4) Sanctification does not consist in ______________  from our place in life, 

and the renunciation of our social duties. 

(5) Sanctification does not consist in the _____________  performance of right 

actions. 



(6) Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual respect to God’s law, and 

__________ effort to live in obedience to it as the rule of life.  

(7) Genuine sanctification will show itself in an habitual ___________ to do 

Christ’s will, and to live by His practical precepts. These precepts are to be 

found scattered everywhere throughout the four Gospels, and especially in 

the _________  on the ___________.  

(8) Genuine sanctification will show itself in an habitual desire to live up to the 

___________  __________ St. Paul sets before the Churches in his writings.   

What does Ryle say is a common mistake people make about Paul’s writings? 

9) Genuine sanctification will show itself in habitual attention to the active 

graces which our Lord so beautifully exemplified, and especially to the grace of 

___________.  

10) Genuine sanctification, in the last place, will show itself in habitual 

attention to the _________  graces of Christianity. 

 

In what, then, are justification and sanctification alike? 

 

(a) Both proceed originally from the free grace of God. It is of His gift alone 

that believers are justified or sanctified at all. 

(b) Both are part of that great work of salvation which Christ, in the eternal 

covenant, has undertaken on behalf of His people. Christ is the fountain of life, 

from which pardon and holiness both flow. The root of each is Christ. 

(c) Both are to be found in the same persons. Those who are justified are always 

sanctified, and those who are sanctified are always justified. God has joined them 

together, and they cannot be put asunder. 

(d) Both begin at the same time. The moment a person begins to be a justified 

person, he also begins to be a sanctified person. He may not feel it, but it is a fact. 

(e) Both are alike necessary to salvation. No one ever reached heaven without a 

renewed heart as well as forgiveness, without the Spirit’s grace as well as the blood 

of Christ, without a meetness for eternal glory as well as a title. The one is just as 

necessary as the other. 

 

In what ways do justification and sanctification differ? 

 



(a) Justification is the ___________  and __________ a man to be righteous for 

the sake of another, even Jesus Christ the Lord. Sanctification is the actual 

_______ a man inwardly righteous, though it may be in a very feeble degree. 

(b) The righteousness we have by our justification is ____  ____  _____, but the 

everlasting perfect righteousness of our great Mediator Christ, imputed to us, and 

made our own by faith. The righteousness we have by sanctification is ____  _____  

righteousness, imparted, inherent, and wrought in us by the Holy Spirit, but 

mingled with much infirmity and imperfection. 

(c) In justification our own works have no place at all, and simple faith in Christ 

is the one thing needful. In sanctification our own works are of vast importance, 

and God bids us ______, and watch, and _____, and strive, and take pains, and 

_______. 

(d) Justification is a finished and complete work, and a man is perfectly 

justified the moment he believes. Sanctification is an ____________  work, 

comparatively, and will never be perfected until we reach _________. 

(e) Justification admits of no growth or increase: a man is as much justified the 

hour he first comes to Christ by faith as he will be to all eternity. Sanctification is 

eminently a progressive work, and admits of ___________  _____________ and 

enlargement so long as a man lives. 

(f) Justification has special reference to _____  ____________, our standing in 

God’s sight, and our deliverance from guilt. Sanctification has special reference to 

our _________, and the _______ renewal of our hearts. 

(g) Justification gives us our ______ to heaven, and boldness to enter in. 

Sanctification gives us our _________ for heaven, and prepares us to enjoy it when 

we dwell there. 

 

(h) Justification is the act of God about us, and is not easily discerned by others. 

Sanctification is the work of God within us, and ________ ___ _____ in its 

outward manifestation from the eyes of men. 

 

1. What should we awake to? 

2. What should we be “sure” about? 

3. Where should we begin? 

4. To Whom shall we continually go? 

5. From what should we expect little? 

6. What should we “never” be ashamed of? 


