
Needs of the Times 

Chapter 19 /  JC Ryle Holiness 

from Issachar, men who understood the times and knew what Israel should do--200 chiefs, with all their 

relatives under their command; (1 Chronicles 12:32 NIV) 

Next to our Bibles and our own hearts, our Lord would have us study our _____   _________. 

I. Christianity and the Bible – 

First and foremost, the times require of us a bold and unflinching maintenance of the entire 

________  of Christianity, and the __________ authority of the Bible. 

In reviews, magazines, newspapers, lectures, essays, and sometimes even in sermons, scores of 

clever writers are incessantly __________   _____  against the very foundations of Christianity. 

Is this true today? 

Three great facts that cannot be explained away: 

(a) The first fact is _______ _________ Himself. 

(b) The second fact is the ________  itself. 

(c) The third fact is the ________  which Christianity has produced on the world.  

 

II. Christian Doctrine 

In the second place, the times require at our hands distinct and decided views of Christian 

___________. 

Mark what I say. If you want to do good in these times, you must throw aside indecision, and 

take up a distinct, sharply-cut, _______________  religion.  

III. The Danger of Romanism 

Two great historical facts: 

(a) that ignorance, immorality, and superstition, reigned supreme in England 400 years ago 

under ____________, (b) that the Reformation was the greatest __________  God ever 

gave to this land,—both these are facts which no one but a Papist ever thought of 

disputing fifty years ago!  

The causes of this melancholy change of feeling are not hard to discover. 

(a) It arises partly from the untiring zeal of the ___________ Church herself. Her agents 

never slumber or sleep. They compass sea and land to make one proselyte. They creep in 



everywhere, like the Egyptian frogs, and leave no stone unturned, in the palace or the 

workhouse, to promote their cause. (b) It has been furthered immensely by the 

proceedings of the _____________  party in the Church of England.  

 

IV. The times require of us a higher standard of personal ____________, and an 

increased attention to practical religion in ________  life. 

We need then to examine more closely our good old friends the _____  _______________. 

V. The times require of us more regular and steady perseverance in the ____  ______ of 

getting good for our souls. 

I tell my readers plainly that the times require of us all more attention to our ___________ 

religion. 

(a) Let us pray more ___________  in private, and throw our whole souls more into 

our prayers.  

(b) Let us read our _________  in private _______, and with more pains and 

diligence.  

(c) Let us cultivate the habit of keeping up more private _______________  and 

__________________  with Christ. 

 

VI. Practical Application – 

(1) First of all, would you understand what the times require of you in reference to your own 

soul? Listen, and I will tell you. You live in times of peculiar spiritual _____________. 

(2) In the next place, would you understand what the times require of all Christians in 

reference to the souls of others? Listen, and I will tell you. You live in times of great 

liberty and abounding _________________ of doing good.  

Do we still live in such times today? 

 


