
Holiness – JC Ryle 

Lot – A Beacon / Chapter 9 

And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and 

the hands of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and they 

brought him out and set him outside the city.  

(Genesis 19:16 NKJ) 

 

What did Lot do wrong? 

 

Was Lot saved, what does Scripture tell us? 

 

What evidence do we have? 

One evidence is, that he lived in a wicked place, “seeing and hearing” evil all 

around him (2 Peter 2:8), and yet was _____   ____________ himself.  

Another evidence is, that he “vexed his soul with the unlawful deeds” he beheld 

around him. (2 Peter 2:8.) He was ____________, grieved, ____________, and 

hurt at the sight of sin. 

Another evidence is, that he “vexed his soul from ______ to ______” with the 

unlawful deeds he saw. (2 Peter 2:8.)  

et us remember that a true Christian may have many a ________, many a defect, 

many an ____________, and yet be a ________ Christian nevertheless.  

 

Why is it wonderful, astonishing that Lot lingered? 

Lot knew the __________   ___________________ of the city in which he 

stood. “The cry” of its abominations “had waxen great before the Lord.” (Gen. 

19:13.)  



 

Lot knew the _________   ____________ coming down on all within its walls. 

The angels had said plainly, “The Lord hath sent us to destroy it.” (Gen. 19:13.)  

 

Lot knew that God was a God who always __________ His word,  

 

Lot believed there was __________,—for he went to his sons-in-law, and 

warned them to flee. “Up!” he said, “Get you out of this place; for the Lord will 

destroy this city.” (Gen. 19:14.) And yet “he lingered.” 

Lot ______ the angels of God standing by, waiting for him and his family to go 

forth. He _____________ the voice of those ministers of wrath ringing in his ears 

to hasten him:—“Arise! take thy wife and thy two daughters which are here; lest 

thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.” (Gen. 19:15.) And yet “he lingered.” 

 

Is this kind of Lot like action common among Christians today?  Do we linger 

like Lot? 

 

 

 

How are such people described? 

 

About holiness, they seem to make up their minds it is beyond their 

________________. 

 

These are they who get into their heads false ideas of ____________, as they 

call it.   

How is this similar to today? 

 

What do we call charity today as Ryle describes it here?  Hint P. C. or T. 

 

These are they who dread sacrifices, and shrink from _____-___________. 

 

These are they who are always trying to keep in with the ___________.  

 

These are they who cannot find it in their hearts to quarrel with their 

____________   ______, whether it be sloth, indolence, ill-temper, pride, 

selfishness, impatience, or what it may.  

 

 

They are the brethren and sisters of Lot. They __________. 



 

What reasons may account for Lot’s Lingering? 

 

He chose by sight, and not by ___________. He asked no counsel of God, to 

preserve him from mistakes.  

 

What is the difference in Lot’s situation from Genesis 13:12 to Genesis 14:12?  

What does this difference tell us about Lot? 

 

 

How can we beware of Lot’s choice?   

 

 

(a) Remember this in choosing a ____________-place, or residence.  

(b) Remember this in choosing a ___________, a place, or ______________ in 

life.  

(c) Remember this in choosing a ___________ or __________, if you are 

unmarried.  

(d) Remember this, if you are ever offered a situation on a _________. 

 

What kind of fruit is brought forth from lingering? 

(a) Let us mark, then, for one thing, that Lot did ___  ________ among the 

inhabitants of Sodom. 

(b) Let us mark, for another thing, that Lot helped none of his family, 

relatives, or connections ____________ heaven. 

(c) let us mark, for a third thing, that Lot left ___  _________________ 

behind him when he died. 
 

Parting Thoughts 

 

You live in days when a lingering, Lot-like religion 

_________________.  

 

Would you know what the times ____________?—The shaking of nations,—

the uprooting of ancient things,—the overturning of kingdoms,—the stir and 

restlessness of men’s minds—what do they say? They all cry aloud,—Christian! 

do ____  ________! 

Would you be found ready for Christ at His second appearing,—your loins 

girded,—your lamp burning. yourself bold, and prepared to meet Him? Then do 

___  _________! 



Would you enjoy much sensible comfort in your religion,—feel the witness of 

the Spirit within you,—know whom you have believed,—and not be a gloomy, 

complaining, sour, downcast, and melancholy Christian? Then ___  ______ 

___________! 

Would you enjoy strong _____________ of your own salvation, in the day of 

sickness, and on the bed of death?—Would you see with the eye of faith heaven 

opening, and Jesus rising to receive you? Then do _____  ____________! 

Would you leave great broad _____________ behind you when you are 

gone?—Would you like us to lay you in the grave with comfortable hope, and talk 

of your state after death without a doubt? Then do not linger! 

Would you be ___________ to the world in your day and generation?—Would 

you draw men from sin to Christ, adorn your doctrine, and make your Master’s 

cause beautiful and attractive in their eyes? Then ___  ______  ____________! 

Would you help your ____________ and ________________ towards heaven, 

and make them say, “We will go with you”?—and not make them infidels and 

despisers of all religion? Then do not linger! 

Would you have a great crown in the day of Christ’s appearing, and not be the 

least and smallest star in glory, and not find yourself the last and lowest in the 

kingdom of God? Then do not ___________! 

 

 

 


