
Holiness J.C. Ryle / Introduction 

What, according to Ryle was most needed in Christians of his day?  What things 

did he say ate the heart out of lively piety? 

1. Is faith the only thing required? 

 

a. Is Ryle denying the importance of faith, how important is faith? 

 

b. What according to Ryle is the difference between “justifying” and 

“sanctifying” faith? 

 

2. Practical exhortations to holiness 

True holiness does not consist merely of believing and feeling, but of ______ and 

_______, and a practical exhibition of active and passive grace. Our tongues, our 

__________, our natural passions and inclinations,—our conduct as parents and 

children, masters and servants, husbands and wives, rulers and subjects,—our 

dress, our employment of time, our _________________ in business, our 

__________________ in sickness and health, in riches and in poverty,—all, all 

these are matters which are fully treated by inspired writers. 

3. A standard of Holiness 

Is absolute, sinless perfection the standard Christians are expected to have in this 

world? 

 

Do great Christian leaders usually claim such spiritual, sinless perfection? 

 

What does Ryle say about the claiming and teaching of sinless perfection? 

 

4. Romans 7 



9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 
 10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death.  11 For sin, taking 
occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me.  12 Therefore the law is holy, 
and the commandment holy and just and good.  13 Has then what is good become death to me? 
Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, 
so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.   14 For we know that 
the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.   15 For what I am doing, I do not understand. 
For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.   16 If, then, I do what I will 
not to do, I agree with the law that it is good.   17 But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells in me.   18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is 
present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.  19 For the good that I will to do, I 
do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.   20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.   21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the 
one who wills to do good.   22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 
 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.   24 O wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death?   25 I thank God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, 
with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.  (Romans 7:9-25 
NKJ) 

 
Are these words from Romans 7 describing a Bible believing mature 
Christian who is struggling with sin OR a Christian reflecting upon his life 
BEFORE he knew Jesus Christ? 
 

5. Christ in us – 
 
How is Christ “in us?” 
 
What does Ryle warn his readers to be careful about? 
 

6. Conversion and consecration – 
 
Do we grow in grace gradually as we seek to serve the LORD or should we expect 
a second conversion, a dramatic consecration which will lead to sinless perfection 
in this life? 
 

7. Yield or fight? 
 
Which is more truly a description of the Christian Life? 
 

8.  Conclusion – 
 
What in short words is Ryle’s conclusion? 


