
Holiness / JC Ryle 

Holiness / Chapter 3 

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: (Hebrews 12:14 NKJ) 

With what question does JC Ryle start this chapter?  What other question does he place next to it, 

according to Scripture and to show its importance? 

What is true practical holiness? 

(a) Holiness is the habit of being of ____ ______ with God, according as we find His 

mind described in Scripture. It is the habit of agreeing in God’s judgment,—_______ 

what He hates,—__________ what He loves,—and measuring everything in this 

world by the standard of His Word. He who most entirely agrees with God, he is the 

most holy man. 

 

How would even this first statement if followed put us at odds with an ungodly world? 

 

(b) A holy man will endeavour to shun _______  known sin, and to keep _______ known 

commandment.  

 

(c) A holy man will strive to be like ____  _______  _______   _________.  

 

(d) A holy man will follow after ________, ___________, __________, patience, kind 

tempers, government of his __________.   What else would he do? 

 

 

(e) A holy man will follow after _________________ and self-denial.  

 

(f) A holy man will follow after ____________ and brotherly kindness.  

 

(g) A holy man will follow after a spirit of mercy and _____________ towards others. He 

will not stand all the day idle. He will not be content with doing no harm,—he will try to ___  

_______.  

 

(h) A holy man will follow after purity of heart. He will _______ all filthiness and 

uncleanness of spirit, and seek to _______ all things that might draw him into it.  

 

What does Ryle say such a man “knows” about his heart? 

 

 

(i) A holy man will follow after the _____ of God.  

 

(j) A holy man will follow after ______________.    

 

(k) A holy man will follow after ___________ in all the duties and relations in life.  



(l) Last, but not least, a holy man will follow after _________  ______________. He will 

endeavor to set his ___________ entirely on things above, and to hold things on earth with a 

very _______ hand.  

 

What things does Ryle not want us to misunderstand about the above description of a holy 

man (woman)? 

 

What is the holy man’s condition regarding indwelling sin? 

 

 

Is sanctification ever perfect?   Are all true Christians at the same level or place in their 

sanctification? 

 

But what do all true Christians have in common regarding holiness even though they may be 

different in their levels of holiness? 

 

 

Why is Holiness Important? 

 

What are things our holiness cannot or will not do? 

 

 

Why must we be holy? 

 

a) For one thing, we must be holy, because the voice of God in Scripture __________ 

__________  ___.  

(b) We must be holy, because this is one grand ____   _____    __________  for which Christ 

came into the world.  

(c) We must be holy, because this is the only _________  _____________ that we have a 

saving faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. ….True faith will always show itself by its ___________. 

 

(d) We must be holy, because this is the only proof that we love the Lord Jesus Christ in 

_______________.  

(e) We must be holy, because this is the only sound evidence that we are ______   

___________  of God.  

(f) We must be holy, because this is the most likely way ___ _____  _________ to others.  

(g) We must be holy, because our _________  _____________ depends much upon it.  

(h) Lastly, we must be holy, because without holiness ___ ________ we shall never be 

prepared to _______  ____________. Heaven is a ______ place.  

 

What are some of Ryle’s “You may say” sayings?   What are their purpose? 

 

What does Ryle say to Christians, do we need a higher standard of holiness in our day as 

much as he thought Christians needed in his? 

 

What (in short)  is Ryle’s  “advice” to those who want to grow in holiness? 


