
 Genesis 3 

“Know Your Enemy”  Genesis 3:1-6 

When I was in high school, one of the rock groups that were popular at the time was a band 
called K.I.S.S. (Knights in Satan’s Service). Appropriately, they all had painted faces / masks for 
Satan does not show us his true self. When we meet him, first in Scripture, we find him disguised 
as a serpent … 

I. Know Satan as a master of disguise – Genesis 3:1a 
1. In the beginning of his book “Holy War” John Bunyan describes the devil’s thinking 
and demons planning, they are strategizing their plan of attack on Mansoul – 
“whether they best go down and sit before Mansoul in their now ragged and 
beggarly guise …” Negative! 
2. Scripture tells us Satan masquerades as an angel of light – 2 Corinthians 11:14 

14
 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. (2Co 11:14 NKJ) 

3. Here in Genesis we see him as a subtle, beautiful creature – Genesis 3:1a 
4. Now we no longer think of the serpent as beautiful, thanks to the grace a nd judgment of God 
– Genesis 3:15  

II. Know him as a weaver of lies – Genesis 3:1b & :4-5 
1. We know this upon the authority of Christ Himself – John 8:44 

44
 "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from 

the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 
speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. (Joh 8:44 NKJ) 

 
2. We see this right here in Genesis 3:1-5 
3. I call him a weaver of lies because he sews his lies with threats of partial truth to 
make the lies seem plausible – Genesis 3:1 
 

III. Know his evil intentions –  
1. To defame God – Genesis 3:1b; :4-5 
a. Satan aims here to make God seem an oppressor / a restrictor 
b. The one tree you cannot have Eve, he presents as if it were best of all. God, Satan 
implies, has wicked motives for prohibiting that tree 
2. To destroy us – John 10:10 

10
 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have 

life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (Joh 10:10 NKJ) 



 
A. Satan knew Eve would die; though he claimed she would not – Genesis 3:1 
B. Satan promotes drunkenness without mentioning the hangover, homosexual sex 
without talk of A.I.D.S.; Satan promotes sin but denies the consequence – Romans 
6:23 

23
 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 6:23 NKJ) 

IV. Study and prepare yourself for Satan’s wiles – Ephesians 6:10-20 

10
 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.   

11
 Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.   
12

 For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.   

13
 Therefore take up the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.   
14

 Stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  

15
 and having shod 

your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  
16

 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.   

17
 And take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  
18

 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints--  

19
 and for me, 

that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel,  

20
 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (Eph 

6:10-20 NKJ) 

 
1. Paul’s instruction to us to “Be strong in the Lord” Ephesians 6:10 and to pray – 
Ephesians 6:18 imply that the battle against Satan is not one we can win on our own! 
2. Paul’s instruction to put on the armor of God – Ephesians 6:11-17 implies that our 
battle with Satan is a fierce and dangerous one, one that we should be careful to 
prepare for. Think how much we prepare for earthly wars, but this is fiercer with 
dreadful consequence –  

“A war between the Saint and Satan and that so bloody a one, that the cruelest that was ever 
fought by men will be found but sport and child’s play compared to this.”  
William Gurnall, Puritan Author of “The Christian in Complete Armour”  

V. Know Satan’s history – 
1. He seems to start relatively small – Genesis 3:1 
2. Yet, he soon grows to be a great dragon / even a ruler – Revelation 12:1-17; 
Matthew 4:8-9; John 12:31; 14:30 & 16:11  

9
 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the 

whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Rev 12:9 NKJ) 

8
 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their glory.   
9
 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 

worship me." (Mat 4:8-9 NKJ) 



VI. Know Satan’s future – Genesis 3:15 
1. As formidable as he may seem, he is a defeated foe – Revelation 20:10; Luke 11:20 
2. Satan’s victories, are to God’s people, mere seeming victories – John 13:27; Acts 4:25-28; 
Esther 3-8 (like those of Haman) in the end we win – Romans 8:31-39  

“What We Should Learn from the Fall”  Genesis 3:6-21 

I. Observe the strategies of the Devil, which cause the fall – Genesis 3:6; 1 John 2:15-17 

15
 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

in him.   
16

 For all that is in the world-- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not 
of the Father but is of the world.   

17
 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the 

will of God abides forever. (1Jo 2:15-17 NKJ) 

 
He entices Eve (and Adam) to love the world more than she does God, he excites in 
her (them): 
1. The lust of the flesh / the tree was good for food / therefore sinful logic says, “it 
should not be withheld” (see Psalm 84:11) 
2. The lust of the eyes / it was pleasant to the eyes (beautiful) / therefore sinful logic 
says, “what harm can be in it?” or as the more modern song says, “how can it be 
wrong, when it feels SO RIGHT” Yet, God prohibition should have been enough! 
3. The pride of life / it was desired to make one wise / therefore sinful ambition says, 
“I need it to advance, to be like God” 
4. Note in temptation there is an appeal to sinful lust that must be resisted, it is not 
of God and leads only to death – James 1:12-15 

12
 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown 

of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.   
13

 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am 
tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.   

14
 But each 

one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 

 
15

 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings 
forth death. (Jam 1:12-15 NKJ) 
5. Note that though he feigns kindness and concern for our well being there is only 
malice in the Devil’s plans for us – John 10:10 

10
 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have 

life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (Joh 10:10 NKJ) 

II. Notice the immediate ill effects sin has on our first parents and their relationship with God – 
Genesis 3:7-10 
1. They are aware of their nakedness they feel shame, guilt for sin – Genesis 3:7 
2. They are “afraid” and try to hide themselves from God – Genesis 3:8-10 This was the 
fulfillment of the threatening – “Thou shalt surely die, - dying thou shalt die.” There was present 
death felt and future death feared. – Robert Candlish  
3. Sin deluded them and deludes us into thinking we can hide from God, we cannot see Him, 



therefore (we think) He cannot see us, yet He finds us and will call us to account – Psalm 139:7-
12; Genesis 3:9-13 
4. Ultimately, sin causes wrong ideas about God, fear and hatred of God – Romans 8:7 

III. Note, God seeks them out, not only to pass sentence upon them but also to prepare clothing 
(redemption) for them – Genesis 3:14-24 
1. God first passes sentence upon the serpent (Satan) – Genesis 3:14-15 
A. This refers not only to the animal (which lost its legs) but also to Satan who is thoroughly 
defeated – Psalm 72:9; Micah 7:17; Isaiah 65:25; Romans 16:20 
B. The enmity between Satan and the woman is a gracious enmity (on God’s part), it is to our 
benefit we realize the hateful nature of the Devil and battle with him, Christ is the SEED that 
crushes Satan’s head – Revelation 12:1-7 
C. Notice in Genesis 3:15 God’s plan of redemption is first communicated to Satan (the serpent) 
our redemption is his destruction, God defeats the Devil using the same human nature at which 
Satan like a serpent had struck! 
2. Secondly, God passes sentence upon the serpent’s Satan’s victims – Genesis 3:16-19 
A. Notice this sentence shows the patient graciousness of God Who could have immediately sent 
Adam and all his posterity to Hell! 
B. Eve’s penalty involves pain in childbearing, yet it is through child-bearing that she and 
ultimately the entire human race would be saved – 1 Timothy 2:15 
C. Eve’s penalty also included submission to her husband, even sinful husbands – 1 Peter 3:1-2, 
yet in redemption there is the grace of commanded love from their husbands – Ephesians 5:25 
D. Man’s (Adam’s) penalty involves the curse of the ground and hard work for food, yet God 
promises to provide if man seeks Him first – Matthew 6:33 
E. Man’s work gains him food but only through sacrifice (Genesis 3:21), ultimately Christ’s – 
John 1:29 comes salvation!  

Summary: In this chapter, we see temptation to sin, the results of sin and the remedy to sin, 
ultimately is Jesus Christ’s death on the cross, the tree upon which Christ dies to reverse the 
curse brought about by Adam’s sinful indulgence – Romans 5:12 & 19  
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