
Contending with Creepers 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common 

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 

earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For 

certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 

condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness 

and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 1:3-4 NKJ) 

I. What we are called to do Contend Earnestly for the 

Faith – 

Contend means to fight, to struggle, to agonize, it involves EFFORT –  

D. R. HELM describes it like this - 

The Arthurian legends are rich with tales of brave knights who freely expend 

themselves for noble causes. The story of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is no 

exception. It was Christmastime in Camelot, and Arthur’s knights were celebrating 

the season with relaxed conversation at the king’s Round Table. Everyone was at 

ease—characters without a care in the world. 

Until, arriving on horseback, unannounced and without warning, a Green 

Knight enters. And when his sporting challenge to Arthur’s men is met by silence, 

the intruder shames them as unworthy combatants, undeserving of Arthur’s name: 

“What! Is this King Arthur’s house … 

the rumor of which runs through realms unnumbered? 

Where now is your haughtiness, and your high conquests, 

your fierceness and fell mood, and your fine boasting? 

Now are the revels and royalty of the Round Table 

Overwhelmed by a word by one man spoken …!” 

With that he laughed so loud that their lord [Arthur] was angered. 

At last the unlikely and obscure Gawain the Good accepts the Green Knight’s 

game: 

“Would you my worthy lord,” said Gawain to the king, 

“bid me abandon this bench and stand by you there; 

so that I without discourtesy might be excused from the table … 



and since this affair is so foolish that it nowise befits you, 

and I have requested it first, accord it then to me!” 

Something awakened Gawain on that day. For him, the honorable name of 

Arthur was worth competing for—even if he should lose. He became a man fully 

committed to contend with a menace whose rude challenge interrupted their season 

of relaxed celebration. And it is due to this solitary action that we even know of Sir 

Gawain today. 

 

In Gawain I am reminded of Jude. Jude the Obscure he would have remained, 

an unheralded figure in history, if not for the single action of writing this letter. Yet 

by it he is known. And with it he proves himself valiant, one willing to forgo the 

camaraderie of fellowship in order to take a stand against those who have crept 

into the church in mockery of Christ’s name. A quick glance at verses 3, 4, and the 

connections become apparent. D.R. Helm 

When I thought of this I thought of David defending his sheep from the lion and 
the bear and later Israel from Goliath! 

I thought further of the GREEN KNIGHT and Goliath and as I did I thought 
NEITHER CREPT in unnoticed as Jude had described certain men – 

Just as I did, think that a spider came in under my garage door – 

I thought this was more creepy in unnoticed that a green knight or Goliath ever 
did 

The spider was not announcing himself boldly but he might slip into a piece of 
my clothing in the laundry room or give me a bite from within my bed 

 

I thought my job working pest control was even more preparation regarding 
things CREEPING in unnoticed than David as a shepherd boy guarding his sheep 
from lions and bears – 

My contention with that particular spider was bold and decisive, I used my 
strength on him as I stepped on him! 

 

1. Contending with spiritual enemies requires a different kind of strength – 



 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 
end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 19 and for me, 
that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to 
make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (Ephesians 6:10-
20 NKJ) 

A. Our real enemies are BIGGER than us - 
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 

spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

B. Therefore we need an ally BIGGER than them – 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might 

C. They are trickier than us – 

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

D. Therefore we need superior armor / weapons – 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil 

E. Proper preparation involves an armory (a variety) of armor and weapons – 

 



14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the 

preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of 

faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 19 and for me, that 
utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make 
known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (Ephesians 6:14-
20 NKJ) 

 

2. Contending means bringing arguments, using WORDS from the Word, the 
Bible the sword of the Spirit, we do not war with physical swords  – 

 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, 
 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ, 
 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is 
fulfilled. 

 (2Corinthians 10:3-6 NKJ) 

 
 

II. Here we face certain men who have CREPT IN – 

4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out 

for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into 

lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 

1:3-4 NKJ) 



 

Ungodly men have new ways of creeping in today that Jude and his 

contemporaries never dreamed of – 

 

Where can false ideas, false teaching come from? 

TV 

Radio 

Computer 

Newspapers 

Books 

 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, 

whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there 

is anything praiseworthy-- meditate on these things. (Philippians 4:8 NKJ) 

 

But then we who are mature need to not only avoid false ideas, that creep in, we 

need to contend with them – 

 

11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in 

the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. (Jud 

1:11 NKJ) 

Cain represented murderous jealousy 

Balaam represented unrelenting greed 

Korah represented MOB rebellion ultimately against God and His law 



 

And there are other messages coming from TV, etc … 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-- the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not of the Father but 

is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he 

who does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17 NKJ) 

 

1. We must resist these first in our own lives 

Little sins, like termites in a tree 

2. We must secondly resist these in our sphere of influence 

For me it is all of you, and I have opportunities to preach, etc… but it is not only 

you it is my family, friends, acquaintences 

3. We must seek to resist these with an increasing sphere of influence 

 

 

           Arnold A. Brevick


