
“More about Jesus!” 

Isaiah 9:1-7 

I. Jesus Christ is the Light Who saves us from darkness – 9:1-2 

Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at 
first He lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And 
afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles 

Isaiah 9:1 speaks of the “land of Zebulun and the land of Naphatali” these were 
“oppressed” towns in Israel.  They along with other towns in Israel had suffered 
under Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and even during the time of Christ, 
Rome.  Whatever resources, whatever good things these may have had would 
have been taken by occupying countries.  The name “Galilee of the Gentiles” 
seems to imply a special presence of these occupying forces – resulting in the 
description: gloom, darkness and shadow of death – 

Yet, into these darkest of places, Isaiah promises a LIGHT WILL SHINE - 

 2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
(Isaiah 9:1-2 NKJ) 

 

1. These verses certainly a refer to Christ – Matthew 4:12-17 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He (Jesus) 
departed to Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 15 

"The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 16 The people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region 
and shadow of death Light has dawned." 17 From that time Jesus began to 
preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
(Matthew 4:12-17 NKJ) 

2. It is important to understand the darkness, gloom described here: 

A. The Hebrew word for darkness in 9:2 means literally “deep 



shadow” 

B. It is poetical and refers to an intense darkness, the kind of 

darkness we say we can “feel” 

“Midst Darkest Shades, if HE Appear, 

Our dawning has begun; 

HE is our soul’s BRIGHT MORNING STAR 

And HE our RISING SUN!” 

 

C. Here people are said to “walk” in this darkness, which implies this 

to be a characteristic of their lives – Ephesians 2:1-3; Colossians 1:13 

Walking in darkness implies not only physical or emotional darkness, but 
even more so, spiritual and moral darkness - 

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 

in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 
works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once 
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
just as the others. (Ephesians 2:1-3 NKJ) 

These verses communicate a darkness and oppression by forces well 
beyond earthly empires in their EVIL “according to the prince of the 
power of the air” implies the “walk” of the “dead” described in 
Ephesians 2 is CONTROLLED BY SATAN!  

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, (Colossians 1:13 NKJ) 

 

3. This “darkness” describes the inward spiritual state of Israel / but 

no only them but all of us, it describes the plight brought about by 

sin! 

 

4. Yet Christ as a Light shines: 



 

A. In place of calamity God’s people will see a Light of Peace –Luke 

1:79 

To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of peace." (Luke 1:79 NKJ) 

 

B. In place of death, God’s people will see a Light of Life – Job 

33:30; John 8:12 

To bring back his soul from the Pit, That he may be enlightened 
with the light of life. (Job 33:30 NKJ) 

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the 
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life." (John 8:12 NKJ) 

 

C. In place of ignorance, God’s people will see a Light of Knowledge 

– 2 Corinthians 4:6 

For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, 
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6 
NKJ) 

 

D. In place of sin, God’s people will see a Light of Salvation – Psalm 

27:1; Isaiah 49:6  

<A Psalm of David.> The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; Of whom 
shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1 NKJ) 

Indeed He says,`It is too small a thing that You should be My 
Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the 
preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the 
Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the 
earth.'" (Isaiah 49:6 NKJ) 



II. Jesus is able to bring REAL JOY! 

 

1. Jesus brings the JOY of multiplication / fruitfulness – Isaiah 9:3; 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

You have multiplied the nation And increased its joy; They rejoice 
before You According to the joy of harvest, As men rejoice when 
they divide the spoil. (Isaiah 9:3 NKJ) 

The multiplying of the nation came with the conversion of the 
Gentiles 

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh-- who are 
called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in 
the flesh by hands-- 12 that at that time you were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our 
peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle 
wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that 
is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 
16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He 
came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those 
who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one 
Spirit to the Father. 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being 
built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. (Ephesians 
2:11-22 NKJ) 

 

2. Joy is increased – Isaiah 9:3b 

A. Like the joy of harvest - :3 



They rejoice before You According to the joy of harvest, 
(Prosperity) 

B. Like the dividing of spoil - :3 

 As men rejoice when they divide the spoil (Victory) 

C. Because of the end of oppression - :4 

For You have broken the yoke of his burden And the staff of his 
shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in the day of Midian. (Isaiah 
9:4 NKJ) 

NKJ  Judges 6:1 Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. 
So the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years, 
 2 and the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the 
Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, the caves, 
and the strongholds which are in the mountains. 
 3 So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also 
Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 
 4 Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the 
earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor 
ox nor donkey. 
 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as 
numerous as locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and 
they would enter the land to destroy it. 
 6 So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the 
children of Israel cried out to the LORD. 

 (Jdg 6:1-6 NKJ) 

Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying in 
the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, 
as the sand by the seashore in multitude. (Judges 7:12 NKJ) 

If you read Judges 6 & 7 you will realize God defeated this great army of 
Midianites and Amalekites with just 300 men. 

 

D. Because of the end of war -:5  



For every warrior's sandal from the noisy battle, And garments 
rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. (Isaiah 9:5 
NKJ) 

BECAUSE –  

III. Jesus is able bring real joy, because HE has given Himself! 

 

1. A Child is born – John 1:14 

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 
NKJ) 

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government 
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 
NKJ) 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (John 1:14 NKJ) 

 

2. A Son is given – John 3:16 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16 NKJ) 

 

3. “His Name will be called” – names are meaningful, full of truth 

 

4. Wonderful Counselor – 

 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the 



earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts 
than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9 NKJ) 

 

5. Mighty God – Hero / Savior God – 1 Timothy 2:5 

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus, (1 Timothy 2:5 NKJ) 

 

6. Everlasting Father – Christ is eternal – John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that 
was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. (John 1:1-5 NKJ) 

 

7. Prince of Peace – 

"Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid. (John 14:27 NKJ) 

"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world." (John 16:33 NKJ) 

So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you." (John 20:21 NKJ) 

And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas 
with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the 
midst, and said, "Peace to you!" (John 20:26 NKJ) 

 

8. His Government and Kingdom – 

A. Eternal - :7 



; Daniel 2:44-45; Daniel 7:27; Psalm 2; Revelation 17:14 

Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it 
and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, 
even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
(Isaiah 9:7 NKJ) 

Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness of the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, 
the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.' (Daniel 
7:27 NKJ) 

Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 2 The 
kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel 
together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 

"Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords 
from us." 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall 
hold them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 
And distress them in His deep displeasure: 6 "Yet I have set My 
King On My holy hill of Zion." 7 "I will declare the decree: The 
LORD has said to Me,`You are My Son, Today I have begotten 
You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your 
inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 9 You 
shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces 
like a potter's vessel.'" 10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be 
instructed, you judges of the earth. 11 Serve the LORD with fear, 
And rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And 
you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. (Psalm 2:1-12 
NKJ) 

"These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome 
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are 
with Him are called, chosen, and faithful." (Revelation 17:14 NKJ) 

 

B. It is the throne of David – 2 Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 89:1-37; 

Matthew 1:1 



"When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will 
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 13 "He shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 "I will be 
his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of 
men. 15 "But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 "And your house and 
your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne 
shall be established forever."'" (2 Samuel 7:12-16 NKJ) 

My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out 
of My lips. 35 Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to 
David: 36 His seed shall endure forever, And his throne as the sun 
before Me; 37 It shall be established forever like the moon, Even 
like the faithful witness in the sky." Selah (Psalm 89:34-37 NKJ) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the 
Son of Abraham: (Matthew 1:1 NKJ) 

 

C. It is SURE – Isaiah 9:7b, Matthew 6:10  

Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it 
and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, 
even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
(Isaiah 9:7 NKJ) 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
(Matthew 6:10 NKJ) 

“These are fine, heart-warming words – that God wants to come down to us, 

God wants to come down to us and we do not need to clamber up to Him, He 

wants to be with us to the end of the world.” Martin Luther  

“The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Himself into our flesh, 

is beyond all human understanding.” Martin Luther  

           Arnold A. Brevick


