
13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 
 14 And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the moneychangers doing business. 
 15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money 
and overturned the tables. 
 16 And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not 
make My Father's house a house of merchandise!" 
 17 Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house 
has eaten Me up." 
 18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, 
since You do these things?" 
 19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up." 
 20 Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will You raise it up in three days?" 
 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 
 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word 
which Jesus had said. 
 (John 2:13-22 NKJ) 

The Zeal of Christ 

I. The ZEAL of Christ is pictured here in a way that 

often divides believers from non-believers 

Christ’s passion, His anger, is displayed here in a way that the non-believer --- 

(even though he may claim Christianity) does not like --- 

Any anger, any passion is not worthy of God! 

As if they were ABOVE CHRIST 

“We are more refined, more controlled than that” they say or think! 

 



II. Yet ZEAL shows heart 
Christ’s heart here was that God’s house would be used for God’s 

purposes and yet it was being used for monetary profit! 

 

III. Yet, How much more ZEAL does He have for 

us? 
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? 
 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple 
of God is holy, which temple you are. (1Co 3:16-17 NKJ) 

 

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in 

your spirit, which are God's. (1Co 6:19-20 NKJ) 

1. His ZEAL is shown in the price He paid to buy us - :20 

2. His ZEAL is shown in how He cleanses / washes us --- 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 NKJ) 

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 

the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us 

from our sins in His own blood, (Revelation 1:5 NKJ) 

And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones 

who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:14 NKJ) 

IV. We should understand what Christ’s Zeal has done 

for us --- 
1. His Zeal brought us “Peace” with God – 



Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, (Romans 5:1 NKJ) 

2. His ZEAL brings us into the realm of Grace – 

through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2 NKJ) 

We are in a place of blessing rather than rather --- 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are in 

Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 

Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 

Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the 

glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In 

Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us 

in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His 

will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in 

the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in 

one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth-- 

in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined 

according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 

counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 

praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were 

sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, (Ephesians 1:1-13 NKJ) 

 

3. His ZEAL saves us from HELL! 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23 NKJ) 



"he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 

out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with 

fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of 

the Lamb. 11 "And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and 

they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and 

whoever receives the mark of his name." (Revelation 14:10-11 NKJ) 

 

V. As His people we cannot despise His ZEAL but 

should attempt to imitate it – 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Romans 12:1-2 NKJ) 

    Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in 

the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and 

coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the 

death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given 

Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 

those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:5-11  
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