
“Christ’s Excellent Forgiveness” 

Luke 23:34 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." 
And they divided His garments and cast lots. (Luke 23:34 NKJ) 

I. Christ’s forgiveness is excellent because it forgives great sin – Psalm 

25:11 this is a popular excuse for not forgiving sin, yet the sins 

committed against Christ are great because they are committed against 

GREAT SINS! 

For Your name's sake, O LORD, Pardon my iniquity, for it is great. 
(Psalm 25:11 NKJ) 

 

What was it that made sins against Jesus Christ great? 

They were sins - 
1. Against an innocent / righteous man – 

Even Christ’s enemies saw Him as righteous - 

A. Pilate declared this three times – John 18:38, 19:4 and 19:6 

Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went 
out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all. 
(John 18:38 NKJ) 

Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him 
out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him." (John 19:4 
NKJ) 

Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, 
saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him 
and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him." (John 19:6 NKJ) 

 

B. Judas said, “I have betrayed innocent blood” before he killed himself – 

Matthew 27:4 



saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." And they said, 
"What is that to us? You see to it!" (Matthew 27:4 NKJ) 

 

C. Pilate’s wife called him a righteous man because of  a bad dream she had 

about him – Matthew 27:19 

While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, 
"Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things 
today in a dream because of Him." (Matthew 27:19 NKJ) 

 

D. According to Herod “nothing worthy of death is done by him” – Luke 23:13-

15 

Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, 
and the people, 14 said to them, "You have brought this Man to me, as 
one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your 
presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of 
which you accuse Him; 15 "no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to 
him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 
(Luke 23:13-15 NKJ) 

Also ---- 

E. The thief on the cross said Jesus did “nothing wrong” – Luke 23:41 

"And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but 
this Man has done nothing wrong." (Luke 23:41 NKJ) 

Secondly, they were great sins because they were  

 

2. Against the Son of God –  

A. This is a great sin - a`marti,a – means missing the mark 

B. This sin shows hatred toward God – John 15:23 

"He who hates Me hates My Father also. (John 15:23 NKJ) 

 

C. This sin shows ignorance of God – Hebrews 1:1-3; John 14:7-9; God, 



who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His 
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-3 NKJ) 

 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and 
from now on you know Him and have seen Him." 8 Philip said to Him, 
"Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." 9 Jesus said to 
him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, 
Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you 
say,`Show us the Father '? (John 14:7-9 NKJ) 

18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is 
in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. (John 1:18 NKJ) 

 

Sins against Christ were great sins because they were horrible 
crimes committed - 

3. Against multiplied acts of love - 

A. To be crucified was the cruelest of all deaths, reserved for the worst criminals, 

yet they yelled for it – John 19:6 & 15; they had as we do, hearts full of sin & hate 

– Matthew 15:19;  

Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, 
saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him and 
crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him." (John 19:6 NKJ) 

But they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!" Pilate 
said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We 
have no king but Caesar!" (John 19:15 NKJ) 

 

B. It is perpetrated against the most loving good man Who ever walked the earth – 

Acts 10:38; John 2:1-12; John 6:1-14; John 8:1-12; John 11 



"how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with Him. (Acts 10:38 NKJ) 

  Made water into wine – 

Fed the five thousand / four thousand 

Made the Blind see / healed many of various diseases / cast out demons 

He raised the dead 

 

II. Christ’s forgiveness is excellent because it forgives MANY SINS, even 

our sins! Matthew 18:21-35; Luke 17:3-4; 1 John 2:1-2 

 

1. He forgives each of us more than we could ever forgive someone else 

– Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 

Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up 
to seventy times seven. 23 

 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 "And when he had 
begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him 
ten thousand talents. 25 "But as he was not able to pay, his master 
commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that 
he had, and that payment be made. 26 "The servant therefore fell 
down before him, saying,`Master, have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.' 27 "Then the master of that servant was moved with 
compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28 "But that 
servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by 
the throat, saying,`Pay me what you owe!' 29  "So his fellow servant 
fell down at his feet and begged him, saying,`Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you all.' 30 "And he would not, but went and threw 
him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 "So when his fellow 



servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and 
came and told their master all that had been done. 32 "Then his 
master, after he had called him, said to him,`You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 `Should you 
not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had 
pity on you?' 34 "And his master was angry, and delivered him to 
the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 "So My 
heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, 
does not forgive his brother his trespasses." (Matthew 18:21-35 
NKJ) 

2. He forgives each of us graciously, repetitively and completely – Luke 

17:3-4; Psalm 103:8-14 

"Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke 
him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 "And if he sins against you 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, 
saying,`I repent,' you shall forgive him." (Luke 17:3-4 NKJ) 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding 
in mercy. 9 He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His 
anger forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heavens 
are high above the earth, So great is His mercy toward those who 
fear Him; 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He 
removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a father pities his 
children, So the LORD pities those who fear Him. 14 For He knows 
our frame; He remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 103:8-14 NKJ) 

 

3. He requires only we forgive others in this EXCELLENT way – Luke 

17:3-4; Matthew 6:12 & 14; Matthew 18:32-35 

"Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke 
him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 "And if he sins against you 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, 
saying, `I repent,' you shall forgive him." (Luke 17:3-4 NKJ) 

And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. (Matthew 
6:12 NKJ) 



"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. (Matthew 6:14 NKJ) 

"Then his master, after he had called him, said to him,`You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 

`Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, 
just as I had pity on you?' 34 "And his master was angry, and 
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due 
to him. 35 "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, 
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses." 
(Matthew 18:32-35 NKJ) 

 

4. This EXCELLENT forgiveness is the mark of true Christianity – 

Colossians 3:12-14 

NKJ Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 

tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one 

another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even 

as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on 

love, which is the bond of perfection.  

 

To be morose, implacable, inexorable, revengeful, is one of the greatest 

degeneracies of human nature. To remember injuries, to retain a sense of wrongs, 

to watch for opportunities for revenge, to hate and be maliciously perverse, is to 

represent the image of the devil to the world in its proper colors; he is the great 

enemy and self-avenger. On the other hand, no grace, no duty, no ornament of the 

mind is in itself so lovely, so praiseworthy, or so useful to mankind, as are 

meekness and readiness to forgive. This is that principally, which renders a man a 

good man, for whom one would even dare to die. And I am sorry to add that this 

grace or duty is recommended by its rarity."  

From The Forgiveness of Sin: A Practical Exposition of Psalm 130 By John Owen, 

page 209.  

           Arnold A. Brevick


