
 “Beyond Miracles, Beyond Bread, Who is He?” Luke 9:1-22 
Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and 

authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2  He sent them to preach 
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 And He said to them, "Take 

nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do 
not have two tunics apiece. 4  "Whatever house you enter, stay there, and 
from there depart. 5 "And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of 

that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against 
them." 6 So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the 

gospel and healing everywhere. 7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that 
was done by Him; and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that 
John had risen from the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and 
by others that one of the old prophets had risen again. 9  Herod said, "John I 
have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?" So he sought 
to see Him. 10 And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that 

they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted 
place belonging to the city called Bethsaida. 11 But when the multitudes 

knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about 
the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing. 12  When 
the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, "Send the 
multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, 
and lodge and get provisions; for we are in a deserted place here." 13 But 
He said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they said, "We 

have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go and buy food for 
all these people." 14 For there were about five thousand men. Then He said 
to His disciples, "Make them sit down in groups of fifty." 15 And they did so, 
and made them all sit down. 16 Then He took the five loaves and the two 

fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke them, and gave them 
to the disciples to set before the multitude. 17 So they all ate and were filled, 
and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them. 18 And 
it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and 
He asked them, saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" 19 So they 

answered and said, "John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say 
that one of the old prophets has risen again." 20  He said to them, "But who 

do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God." 21 

And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 

saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third 

day." (Luke 9:1-22 NKJ) 



 

I. The question / stirred by apostolic preaching and 
ministry – 

1. The wonderful POWER and AUTHORITY Christ gave His apostles – 
He gave them authority over all devils, to dispossess them, and cast them out, 

though ever so numerous, so subtle, so fierce, so obstinate. Christ designed a 

total rout and ruin to the kingdom of darkness, and therefore gave them 

power over all devils. Matthew Henry 

2. This ministry was such, casting out demons, healing the sick and preaching 

the Kingdom, that Herod “heard” all that was done by Him – 

The Apostles were doing a lot of these things but everyone knew what was 
done was DONE BY JESUS - 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him 

The apostles (the twelve) did these things because they had a VITAL connection to 
and with Jesus - 
 

A. Plus he (Herod) heard the “opinions” 
and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had 
risen from the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by 
others that one of the old prophets had risen again. 
 
People had their own INTEPRETATIONS / opinions about Jesus even from the start 
- 

B. Remember Jesus had instructed about “HEARING” 
18 "Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more 
will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to 
have will be taken from him." (Luke 8:18 NKJ) 
 
People who had or HAVE wrong ideas about Jesus do not have much, Jesus says 
even what they SEEM to have will be taken away … 
 
Whether you believe Jesus is John the Baptist raised from the dead or a mushroom 
--- you have NOTHING!  It is important to be right about Jesus! 
 

II. This question WHO is He? Is A question blurred by 
unrepentant guilt and sin – 



7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he 
was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from 
the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that 
one of the old prophets had risen again. 9  Herod said, "John I have 
beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?" So he sought to 
see Him. 
 

1. Jesus had taught in the parable of the sower, Luke 8:4-15, that certain 
things would hinder the right hearing of God’s Word – 

And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a 

parable:
 5 

"A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it 

was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.
 6 

 "Some fell on rock; and as soon as it 

sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.
 7 

"And some fell among thorns, and the 

thorns sprang up with it and choked it.
 8 

"But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold." When He had said these things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!"

 9 
Then 

His disciples asked Him, saying, "What does this parable mean?"
 10 

And He said, "To you it has been 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that`Seeing they 
may not see, And hearing they may not understand.'

 11 
"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of 

God.
 12 

"Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes 
away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

 13 
"But the ones 

on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who 

believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 
"Now the ones that fell among thorns 

are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and 
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.

 15 
"But the ones that fell on the good 

ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with 
patience. (Luke 8:4-15 NKJ) 
 

2. He also explained to His disciples – 
10 And He said, "To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that 
`Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not 
understand.' (Luke 8:10 NKJ) 
Here in Herod we have an example of this – 
 

A. He heard, at least of Jesus, yet like others he does not understand Him to be 
the Christ, he is “perplexed” seemingly thinking Him (Jesus) to be some kind 
of John the Baptist ghost! 
 

B. Luke 9:9 tells us Herod “sought to see Jesus” but it does not tell us what 
degree of effort was connected to this seeking … 

 



Luke 23:6-12 tells us Herod finally did see Jesus and was happy about it, yet he 
treated Him contemptibly, showing he (Herod) had no right heart. 
 
Matthew Henry indulgences in some speculative conjecture about Herod saying – 
 
Had he prosecuted his convictions now, and gone to see him, who knows but a 

happy change might have been wrought in him? But, delaying it now, his 

heart was hardened, and when he did see him he was as much prejudiced 

against him as any other.  Matthew Henry 
 

III. A question which is not answered by our bellies or 
any other fleshly attainment – 

13 But He said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they 
said, "We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go 
and buy food for all these people." 14 For there were about five 
thousand men. Then He said to His disciples, "Make them sit down in 
groups of fifty." 15 And they did so, and made them all sit down. 16 Then 
He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He 
blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before 
the multitude. 17 So they all ate and were filled, and twelve baskets of 
the leftover fragments were taken up by them. 
 

1. Luke does not speak directly to this but John does – 
 

A. After Jesus fed the 5,000 they sought HIM to make Him King – 
14 Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, 
"This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."  15 Therefore 
when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by 
force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself 
alone. (John 6:14-15 NKJ) 
 

B. Yet Jesus did not come to be Burger King, or even more accurately Bread 
and Fish King – 

25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to 
Him, "Rabbi, when did You come here?"  26 Jesus answered them and 
said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you 

saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and 



were filled.   27 "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for 

the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will 
give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." 
(John 6:25-27 NKJ) 
 

C. Jesus told them Himself HE was and is the Bread of Life and they did NOT 
want this – 

41 The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, "I am the 
bread which came down from heaven." (John 6:41 NKJ) 
 
"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. (John 6:44 NKJ) 
 
52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can 
this Man give us His flesh to eat?"  53 Then Jesus said to them, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His blood, you have no life in you.  54 "Whoever eats My flesh 
and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day.  55 "For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 
 56 "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in 
him. 
 57 "As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so 
he who feeds on Me will live because of Me.  58 "This is the bread 
which came down from heaven-- not as your fathers ate the manna, 
and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever."  59 These 
things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. 
 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is 
a hard saying; who can understand it?"  61 When Jesus knew in 
Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, 
"Does this offend you?  62 "What then if you should see the Son of 
Man ascend where He was before?  63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; 
the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life.  (John 6:52-63 NKJ) 
 

IV. A question (WHO is Jesus) God’s Spirit, the leading 
of the Father, the preaching of the Son, God’s 
Word, Peter and the Apostles (Christ’s sheep, 



which includes us) get right every time - 
18 And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined 
Him, and He asked them, saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" 

19 So they answered and said, "John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; 
and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again." 20  He 
said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and 
said, "The Christ of God." 21 And He strictly warned and commanded 
them to tell this to no one, (Luke 9:18-21 NKJ) 
 

1. How did it finally come about, that He was “alone praying”? 
A. Jesus’ preaching – 

 
66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with 
Him no more.  67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to 
go away?" 
 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.  69 "Also we have come to believe and 
know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:66-69 
NKJ) 

 
B. Was there anything WRONG with Jesus’ preaching? 

 Started with 5,000 plus and was left with 12 and one of those a devil 

 Yet, it was the BRIGHT LIGHT of the Gospel – 
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. 
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of 
life." (John 8:12 NKJ) 

 No one spoke like Jesus – 
44 Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on 
Him.   45 Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, 
who said to them, "Why have you not brought Him?"  46 The officers 
answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!" (John 7:44-46 NKJ) 

 The Word of Christ when watered by the Holy Spirit would bring an 
abundant crop of salvation – Acts 2 

41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day 
about three thousand souls were added to them. 
 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 



 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
done through the apostles. 
 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 
 (Act 2:41-44 NKJ) 

 The same sunshine and rain that makes flowers and fruit grow, makes 
manure stink! 

 
2. Jesus told His disciples about the cross – 

saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
the third day." (Luke 9:22 NKJ) 
 

A. Jesus was and is a different kind of Savior than most expected 
B. He was bringing a different kind of salvation  
C. Who He is and what kind of salvation He brings is represented in the Lord’s 

Supper - 
 

           Arnold A. Brevick


