
 “Beware of Seeming Salvation” 
Luke 11:24-26 

 
24 "When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry 
places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, `I will return to my 
house from which I came.'  25 "And when he comes, he finds it swept 
and put in order. 
26 "Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that 
man is worse than the first." (Luke 11:24-26 NKJ) 
 

When I first started studying this passage I thought of the book Charlotte’s Web, 
because when I was much younger I was quite impressed about how the author 
was able to write from the mindset of a pig. 
 
Yet, this passage is VERY DIFFERENT from that, Jesus, when He gets behind the 
eyes of a demon, and into its brain, does so with all REAL KNOWLEDGE …. And 
no imagination - 
 

I. Only Jesus, and only the Bible give us accurate 
information about unclean spirits – 

1. The best information the world gives may be in horror movies as these still 
represent demons as EVIL! 

2. More and more New Age type teachers lead people to invite demons into 
their lives … they are called “spirit guides” 

3. In this passage Jesus gives us a perfectly accurate picture of the “unclean 
spirit” - 

A. Jesus gives him the right name because he makes a mess of a man’s life. 
B. Jesus as God, sees what we cannot; this spirit leaves – the same thing 

happened to Saul - 
23 And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that David 
would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become 
refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him. 
(1Samuel 16:23 NKJ) 

C. Jesus as God sees even into the mind and motivations of this unclean spirit – 
he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, `I will 
return to my house from which I came.'  :24 



D. Jesus rightly presents how and why these evil spirits are so dangerous – 
25 "And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order. 26 "Then he 
goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, 
and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse 
than the first." (Luke 11:24-26 NKJ) 
 

II. What does “swept and put in order” refer to? 
1. Self-reformation which does not involve God (Father, Son or Holy Spirit) 

A. The Pharisees attempted such by supposedly keeping the law – 
16 "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works 
of the law no flesh shall be justified. (Gal 2:16 NKJ) 
 
25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse 
the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion 
and self-indulgence. 
 26 "Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that 
the outside of them may be clean also.  27 "Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which 
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's 
bones and all uncleanness. 28 "Even so you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. 
 (Mat 23:25-28 NKJ) 
 

 Such attempts at keeping the law become self-deceptive, as people see your 
outside, count you a good person and saved and yet, inwardly you are not. 

 There is a certain self-assurance which comes from a swept and put in order 
life, a person with his or her “act together” SEEMS SAFE and yet Jesus tells 
us such a person is a prime target for multiple demon possession. 
 

2. Of course any false religion which emphasizes human ability to keep to 
some standard ultimately leads to spiritual pride and vulnerability to 
demonic possession. 

 
3. Yet worse even than this is the SEEMING SALVATION that might even 

include a profession of faith in Christ, and perhaps even a taste of God’s 



Spirit – 
21 "Not everyone who says to Me,`Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
 22 "Many will say to Me in that day,`Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done 
many wonders in Your name?' 
 23 "And then I will declare to them,`I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!'   (Mat 7:21-23 NKJ) 
 

A. Scripture speaks of such people – 
Balaam, King Saul both had God’s Spirit in some way … 
Judas was one of Christ’s apostles and most likely performed miracles, the gist of 
Matthew 7:21-23 is that people can even make a profession of faith “Lord, Lord” 
and not be God’s! 

B. Note true believers often have to deal with the Devil – 
Consider Peter – 
23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an 
offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men." (Matthew 16:23 NKJ) 
 
31 And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, 
that he may sift you as wheat.  32 "But I have prayed for you, that your 
faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen 
your brethren."  (Luke 22:31-32 NKJ) 
 

C. Yet Judas an apostle was indwelt by Satan – 
3 Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered 
among the twelve.  4 So he went his way and conferred with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might betray Him to them.  5 And they 
were glad, and agreed to give him money.  (Luk2 22:3-5 NKJ) 
 
I think Peter knew quite well how close he was to Judas and yet Judas was never 
saved – 
70 Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of 
you is a devil?"  71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it 
was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve. (John 6:70-71 
NKJ) 

 



12 "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. 
Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost 
except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. (John 
17:12 NKJ) 
 

 Both were apostles 

 Both had Satan after them at the time of Jesus’ death … Judas betrayed 
Christ, Peter denied Him … 

 

III. This is why Jesus gives us this scary demon account 
and why Peter preaches “make you call and 
election sure” – 

God’s will is not merely to clean our lives but also to FILL them … 
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 

and of Jesus our Lord,  3 as His divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 

who called us by glory and virtue,  4 by which have been given 
to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that 
through these you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 

lust. 

 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,  

6
 to knowledge 

self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness,  

7
 to godliness brotherly 

kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  
8
 For if 

these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
9
 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even 

to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins.  

10
 Therefore, brethren, be even 

more diligent to make your call and election sure, for 



if you do these things you will never stumble;  11 for so 

an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 12 For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of 
these things, though you know and are established in the present 
truth. (2Peter 1:2-12 NKJ) 
 

1. By the grace of God we should constantly seek the filling of God’s Spirit – 
9 "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10 "For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.  11 "If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he 
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent 
instead of a fish?  12 "Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion? 
 13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask Him!"  (Luke 11:9-13 NKJ) 
 
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled 
with the Spirit, (Ephesians 5:18 NKJ) 
 

2. By God’s grace we seek the life of God diligently which He promises us -  2 
Peter 1:2-12 

 
The Christian Life is not merely a clean house, a clean house leaves room for 
wicked spirits, rather the true Christian Life is a FULL HOUSE, full of God and the 
things of God! 
 
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 

have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. (John 10:10 NKJ) 
 

How the Holy Spirit influences us, He makes us feel our LACK … 

 

Even the world He convicts of sin - 



 

8
 "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 
 9 "of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 
 10 "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 
 11 "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
 12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
 
 
 13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into 
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 
He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 
 (Joh 16:8-13 NKJ) 

2
 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 

 
3
 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
 
4
 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 

 
5
 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 

 
6
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For 

they shall be filled. 

 (Mat 5:2-6 NKJ) 

 

16
 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to 

be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 
 
17

 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 
 
18

 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width 
and length and depth and height-- 

 
19

 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph 3:16-19 

NKJ) 
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