
“Better than the Idols: God & Christ” 

Isaiah 41:21-29 & 42:1-9 
 

"Present your case," says the LORD. "Bring forth your strong 
reasons," says the King of Jacob. 22 "Let them bring forth and show us 

what will happen; Let them show the former things, what they were, 
That we may consider them, And know the latter end of them; Or 
declare to us things to come. 23 Show the things that are to come 

hereafter, That we may know that you are gods; Yes, do good or do 
evil, That we may be dismayed and see it together. 24 Indeed you are 

nothing, And your work is nothing; He who chooses you is an 
abomination. 25 "I have raised up one from the north, And he shall 

come; From the rising of the sun he shall call on My name; And he 
shall come against princes as though mortar, As the potter treads 

clay. 26 Who has declared from the beginning, that we may know? And 
former times, that we may say,`He is righteous '? Surely there is no 

one who shows, Surely there is no one who declares, Surely there is 
no one who hears your words. 27 The first time I said to Zion,`Look, 
there they are!' And I will give to Jerusalem one who brings good 

tidings. 28 For I looked, and there was no man; I looked among them, 
but there was no counselor, Who, when I asked of them, could answer 
a word. 29 Indeed they are all worthless; Their works are nothing; Their 

molded images are wind and confusion. (Isaiah 41:21-29 NKJ) 
 

"Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul 
delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to 
the Gentiles. 2 He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His 

voice to be heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed He will not break, And 
smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. 4 

He will not fail nor be discouraged, Till He has established justice in 
the earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law." 5 Thus says God 

the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who 
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, Who gives breath 
to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk on it: 6 "I, the LORD, 

have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep 
You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the 

Gentiles, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the prison, 
Those who sit in darkness from the prison house. 8 I am the LORD, 

that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise 



to carved images. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, And 
new things I declare; Before they spring forth I tell you of them." 

(Isaiah 42:1-9 NKJ) 
 

The idols cannot stand before God, or do much of anything else … Isaiah 41:21-29 
 

I´DOL, n. [Fr. idole; It. Sp. idolo; L. idolum; Gr. ειδωλον, from ειδος, form, or 

ειδω, to see.] 

1. An image, form or representation, usually of a man or other animal, consecrated 

as an object of worship; a pagan deity. Idols are usually statues or images, carved 

out of wood or stone, or formed of metals, particularly silver or gold. 

The gods of the nations are idols. Ps. 96. 

2. An image. 

Nor ever idol seemed so much alive. Dryden. 

3. A person loved and honored to adoration. The prince was the idol of the people. 

4. Anything on which we set our affections; that to which we indulge an excessive 

and sinful attachment. 

Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 1 John 5. 

An idol is any thing which usurps the place of God in the hearts of his 

rational creatures. Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 

 

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. (1John 5:21 NKJ) 

 
God’s Servant is the One to “Behold!” 

I. Behold Him as God’s Servant – 
"Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul 

delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to 

the Gentiles. (Isaiah 42:1a NKJ) 

1. In relation to the Father 
a. Upheld – God is with Him / God holds Him affectionately 
b. Chosen – for a task no one else could do 
c. In Whom God’s Soul delights  

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 

saying: 18 "Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in 

whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He 

will declare justice to the Gentiles. 19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, 



Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 20 A bruised reed He will 

not break, And smoking flax He will not quench, Till He sends forth 

justice to victory; 21 And in His name Gentiles will trust." (Matthew 

12:17-21 NKJ) 

2. Behold Him as endowed with the Holy Spirit – 
I have put My Spirit upon Him … (Isaiah 42:1b NKJ) 

(1) The Holy Spirit formed Christ’s human body in the womb of the virgin Mary 
– Luke 1:31 & :35 

(2)  The Holy Spirit endowed Christ with all spiritual graces – Isaiah 11:1-3   
(3)  The Holy Spirit anoints Jesus Christ at the beginning of His earthly ministry: 

A. His title Christ means “the Anointed One” therefore His most popular 
title is one taken from the Spirit’s influence on His life and ministry – Isaiah 
61:1-3; Matthew 3:16-17; John 1:29-34 
B. This title rolls into one the three “anointed” offices of the Old Testament: 
Prophet – Acts 3:22, Priest – Hebrews 7:17 & 23-28 and King – Revelation 
17:14 

(4)  The Holy Spirit “led” our Lord Jesus Christ – Mathew 4:1 
(5) The Holy Spirit is the Power behind our Lord’s casting out of demons – 

Matthew 12:24-32 
(6)  The Holy Spirit “the Eternal Spirit” is the Power behind Christ taking up the 

cross as a Holy Sacrifice for our sins – Hebrews 9:14 
(7)  "The Holy Spirit is the great Power behind Christ’s resurrection from the 

dead – Romans 8:11 
 

3. Behold His as the King of kings and LORD of lords, 
a different kind of king 

(1) He will bring “justice” to the Gentiles – 
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. (Isaiah 42:1c NKJ) 

 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 
under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God.   20 Therefore by the deeds of the law 
no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin.   21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is 
revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  22 even the 



righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 
who believe. For there is no difference; 
 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 
 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed,  26 to 
demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be 
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.   27 Where is 
boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the 
law of faith.   28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
apart from the deeds of the law. 
 29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,  30 since there is one God who will 
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 
(Romans 3:19-30 NKJ) 
 

(2) How He does it, how He handles Himself as a KING,  – Isaiah 42:2-4 
He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be 

heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking 

flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth. 4 He will 

not fail nor be discouraged, Till He has established justice in the 

earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law." (Isaiah 42:2-4 NKJ) 

A. Not like Israel’s conquerors: Babylon, Medes-Persians, Greeks, Romans 
B. Quietly, gently, without quitting … 

 

4. Behold Him as God, sent by God, to do the work of 
God – 

Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched 

them out, Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, 

Who gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk on 

it: 6 "I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your 

hand; I will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people, As a 

light to the Gentiles, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from 

the prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house. (Isaiah 

42:5-7 NKJ) 



A. God the Father speaks, identifies Himself as Creator of Heaven and Earth 
and Giver of Life; this puts HIM in starkest contrast with lifeless idols 

B. He gives Christ His commission  
C. He is with Him in all 
D. Christ is given as a Covenant – 18 But as God is faithful, our word to 

you was not Yes and No.   19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
who was preached among you by us-- by me, Silvanus, and 
Timothy-- was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 
 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, 

to the glory of God through us. (2Corinthians 1:18-20 NKJ) 

 

E. Christ is a LIGHT to the Gentiles – Then Jesus spoke to them again, 

saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not 
walk in darkness, but have the light of life." (John 8:12 NKJ) 

F. Jesus claimed this MISSION as His own – 
14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news 
of Him went out through all the surrounding region. 
 15 And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 
 16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as 
His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and 
stood up to read.  17 And He was handed the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where 
it was written: 
 18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of 

sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; (Luke 

4:14-18 NKJ) 

8 I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to 

another, Nor My praise to carved images. 9 Behold, the former things 

have come to pass, And new things I declare; Before they spring forth 

I tell you of them." (Isaiah 42:1-9 NKJ) 
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