
 
“Being Right About God, Does It Matter?”  

 Genesis 1:1; Genesis 1:26-28; Jeremiah 10:10-12 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
(Genesis 1:1 NKJ) 

 
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So 
God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God 

blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; 
fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth." (Genesis 1:26-28 NKJ) 
 

But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the 
everlasting King. At His wrath the earth will tremble, And the 
nations will not be able to endure His indignation. 11 Thus you 
shall say to them: "The gods that have not made the heavens 
and the earth shall perish from the earth and from under these 

heavens." 12 He has made the earth by His power, He has 
established the world by His wisdom, And has stretched out the 
heavens at His discretion. 13 When He utters His voice, There is a 
multitude of waters in the heavens: "And He causes the vapors 
to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for the 
rain, He brings the wind out of His treasuries." (Jeremiah 10:10-

13 NKJ) 
 
In the early 1990’s as a young pastor, I sat before a group of pastors, both 
male and female, as I was being questioned in order to be licensed with 
the Christian Church Disciples of Christ Church. 
 
I still remember the first question I was asked – “What is God?” 
 
And the answer I gave – “God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, unchangeable in 
His being wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.”  



 
In response, the older pastor  who asked it cried out  “No, no, no, no that is 
not what I am asking, I want to know if you believe God is a man or a 
woman? 
 
My answer was based on the Bible – (also Q.4 of the WSC) 

God is a spirit – "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth." (John 4:24 NKJ) Does not have a body or 
its limitations --- 
 
Infinite – "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and 

the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this 
temple which I have built! (1 Kings 8:27 NKJ) Not limited by space 
 
Eternal - Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had 

formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, 
You are God. (Psalm 90:2 NKJ) Not limited by Time 
 
Unchangeable - "For I am the LORD, I do not change; therefore you are 

not consumed, O sons of Jacob. (Malachi 3:6 NKJ) immutable, no bad 
days 
 

All Wise -    The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding 

He established the heavens; (Proverbs 3:19 NKJ) 
 
All Powerful - Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding 

is infinite. (Psalm 147:5 NKJ) 
 
Holy - "Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like You, 

glorious in holiness, Fearful in praises, doing wonders? (Exodus 
15:11 NKJ) 
 

Justice - He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, 

A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 
(Deuteronomy 32:4 NKJ) 
 
Goodness & Truth -  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, 

"The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 
abounding in goodness and truth, 7 "keeping mercy for thousands, 



forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the 
children's children to the third and the fourth generation." (Exodus 
34:6-7 NKJ) 
 
8
 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love (1Jo 

4:8 NKJ) 
 
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 34 "For who 
has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?" 35 

"Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?" 36 For of Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. 
Amen. (Romans 11:33-36 NKJ) 
 

Yet this Biblical view of God was / is challenged by people, even 
denominations which call themselves “Christian” 
 
In her book, “Sexism and God-talk” Rosemary Ruether called: 
 
1. Scripture – “codified collective human experience” meaning it is not 

“God breathed” 
 

2. Revelation – when a group is powerful enough to make its “scripture” 
binding on society 

 
3. Truth – “whatever promotes (according to radical feminist thinking) 

the full humanity of women” 
 
4. God –does not really exist.  He / SHE according to the feminist 

theologian  is the primal matrix, the earth, Mother Earth is goddess, 
definitely not transcendent, infinite or above nature … the ideas of God 
being infinite, eternal, unchangeable; etc… she says these are the result 
of distorted male, left brained thinking.  Men needed such things to 
assert their Divine right over women!  For Ruether dirt, earth or soil is 
goddess. Earth according to Ruether is where we really come from, we 
evolved up from it, therefore we need to care for it. 

 



“We speak of the root human image of the divine as the primal 
matrix, the great womb within which all things, gods and 
humans, sky and earth, human and nonhuman beings, are 
generated. Here the divine is not abstracted into some other 
world beyond this earth but is the encompassing source of new 
life that surrounds the present world and assures its 
continuance. This is the ancient myth of the world egg out of 
which all things arise.” 

 
5. Christ – In her book “To Change the World” Ruether said, “Christology 

has been the doctrine of the Christian tradition that has been most 
used against women.” Jesus according to Ruether was falsely made 
“Divine” “transcendent” by the church --- Jesus was really a humble 
feminist, a mere human being. 

 
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is 
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior 
of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything. (Ephesians 5:22-24 NKJ) 
 
She would argue, the real Jesus was never over the church 

 
6. Man – what she hates here is Genesis 1:26-28 

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His 
own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth." (Genesis 1:26-28 NKJ) 

According to Ruether: 
A. Man is not made in God’s image more than animals 
B. Man is not to have dominion over animals 

She says, “An ecological feminist theology of nature must rethink the whole 
Western theological tradition of the hierarchical chain of being and command.” 



 
7. Sin –She says, “Feminism represents a fundamental shift in the valuation 

of good and evil.” The domination mentioned in Genesis 1:26 & 28 is sin!  
Law, like the 10 Commandments are sin, rules, wives submitting to 
husbands, etc… what we call law, she calls sin! 

 
All rule, authority, law, government --- one person being OVER another (with the 
exception of impersonal statist government is sin 

 
8. The afterlife – according to Ruether there is none! 
 

You might say these are just the views of a woman I have never heard of … yet 
they are the views of a best-selling book: The DaVinci Code, and the top selling 
movie Avatar.  These views are the views of a good part of the global warming, 
pro-abortion, feminist crowds. 
 
The sky people in Avatar who are cruel, stupid and weak are called such because 
they worship the sky God, they represent Christians.  While the beautiful, gentle 
intelligent, blue  people in the movie are earth worshippers. 
 
Why do I bring these things up? 
 

I. To show our belief about God impacts all of life – 
But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting 
King. At His wrath the earth will tremble, and the nations will not be 
able to endure His indignation. 11 Thus you shall say to them: "The 
gods that have not made the heavens and the earth shall perish from 
the earth and from under these heavens." 12 He has made the earth by 
His power, He has established the world by His wisdom, and has 
stretched out the heavens at His discretion. 13 When He utters His 
voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens: "And He causes 
the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning 
for the rain, He brings the wind out of His treasuries." (Jeremiah 
10:10-13 NKJ) 

1. If we believe the true God, is above Heaven, has created the Heaven & Earth 
and us, controls the weather, gives us rules (10 Commandments) to live by --
- more or less we will live by those rules! 



2. If we believe the earth is goddess, there are no rules from above, that a tree 
or a worm has more or at least equal value to a human baby, then we will 
live in a world of 50 million baby killings, etc 

<To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David.> The fool has said in his 
heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, They have done 
abominable works, There is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks 
down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any 
who understand, who seek God. (Psalm 14:1-2 NKJ) 
 

II. To demomonstrate the reality of our current situation pushes us to teach 
an attribute of God which is usually taken for granted – His REALITY!  
“But the LORD is the true God” – Jeremiah 10:10a  
 

Someone might say, “it is okay you believe in a God in Heaven, a sky God--- I 
believe in mother earth, were both Christians aren’t we?” 

 
1. If God is REAL, He is going to have certain attributes, if He is infinite, 

eternal, unchangeable He is not equivalent to dirt, even fertile soil.   
2. We are forbidden by God from making images God, I believe this 

include imaginary ideas we might make up in our head or write about 
– 

4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth;  5 you shall not bow down to them nor 
serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth 
generations of those who hate Me, 
 
 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep 
My commandments. (Exo 20:4-6 NKJ) 
 

A. Note those who make images, serve imagined ideas of God, are those who 
“hate” the true God 

B. Those who love God are those who know Him through His word and keep 
His commandments 

 
III. To demonstrate, the importance of Knowing and following Scripture – 

NUN. Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. (Psalm 
119:105 NKJ) 



 
“The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God…” WSC Q 
3 
 
"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and 
him truth." (John 4:24 NKJ) 
 
These verses tell us the truth about God. We believe God's has given 
us the Bible. Only through the Bible, do we truly encounter the truth 
about God. Therefore we should be diligent to study it, diligent to 
know it, diligent to find God in its words because they are HIS words. 
 

           Arnold A. Brevick


