
 “Behold the Stone, the Rejected Stone”  
Luke 20:17-19 

 
Then He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is written: 
`The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone '? 18 "Whoever falls on that stone will be broken; but 
on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 19 And the chief 
priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, 
but they feared the people-- for they knew He had spoken this 
parable against them. (Luke 20:17-19 NKJ) 

 
Several passages speak of the rejected stone - 

 

The stone which the builders rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone.

 23 This was the LORD'S doing; It is 

marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day the LORD has made; We 
will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, 
I pray, send now prosperity. (Psalm 118:22-25 NKJ) 
 
16 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stone 
for a foundation, A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure 
foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily. (Isaiah 28:16 
NKJ) 
 
For behold, the stone That I have laid before Joshua: Upon the 
stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave its inscription,' Says 
the LORD of hosts, `And I will remove the iniquity of that land in 
one day. (Zechariah 3:9 NKJ) 
 

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: `The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD'S 

doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes '? 43 "Therefore I say to you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation 
bearing the fruits of it. 44 "And whoever falls on this stone will be 
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder." 45 

Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they 
perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when they sought 



to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took 
Him for a prophet. (Matthew 21:42-46 NKJ) 
 

"Have you not even read this Scripture: `The stone which the 
builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone.

 11 This was the LORD'S doing, And it is 

marvelous in our eyes '?" 12 And they sought to lay hands on Him, 
but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken the parable 
against them. So they left Him and went away. (Mark 12:10-12 NKJ) 
 

Then He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is 
written: `The stone which the builders rejected Has 
become the chief cornerstone '? 18 "Whoever falls on that 

stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to 
powder." 19 And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour 
sought to lay hands on Him, but they feared the people-- for they 
knew He had spoken this parable against them. (Luke 20:17-19 
NKJ) 
 
 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the 
people and elders of Israel: 9 "If we this day are judged for a good 
deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made 
well, 10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here 

before you whole. 
11 

"This is the`stone which was 
rejected by you builders, which has become the 
chief cornerstone.' 12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for 

there is no other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved." 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained 
men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with 
Jesus. (Acts 4:8-13 NKJ) 
 
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 
chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being 



built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is 
also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief 
cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by 
no means be put to shame." 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is 

precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which 
the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of 

offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which 
they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now 
the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. (1 Peter 2:4-10 NKJ) 
 

I. Six out of eight passages I have included about the 
Stone, Christ, refer to Him as a rejected Stone – 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone.  Psalm 118:22  The New Testament passages all quote Psalm 
118 
 
Crucifixion - 
 

II. The Rejected Stone was and is “the LORD’S doing” - 
23 This was the LORD'S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the 
day the LORD has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. 25 Save now, 
I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. (Psalm 118:22-
25 NKJ) 

 
For behold, the stone That I have laid before Joshua: Upon the stone 
are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave its inscription,' Says the LORD 
of hosts, `And I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 
(Zechariah 3:9 NKJ) 

1. It is marvelous in the eyes of the saved – Psalm 118:23 
A. It is God’s Wonderful Way of Salvation that is MISSED by most men – For the 

message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 



but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 

Corinthians 1:18 NKJ) 
 

B. Wonderful to those whose eyes are opened by God’s Spirit - 
But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have 
entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him." 10 But God has revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God. (1 Corinthians 2:9-10 NKJ) 
 
2. It is wonderful because God makes our rejection of Christ, into the means of 

our salvation, even our prosperity – Psalm 118:24-25 
 
25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. 

3. It is through Christ’s death on the cross that God removes the iniquity of the 
land, in one day – Zechariah 3:9 

5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, (Revelation 1:5 NKJ) 
 

III.  The Rejected Stone is ONE to “Behold” – 
1. The eyes of God are on HIM - Upon the stone are seven eyes. 

Zechariah 3:9 
2. It is laid before Joshua (the High Priest) because it was his job to point 

forward to Jesus Christ, the Branch, the Stone 
3. He is beheld as “tried” “Precious” and “sure” Isaiah 28:16; chosen, elect and 

precious – 1 Peter 2 
 
 

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 
chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being 
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 Therefore it is 
also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion A chief 
cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by 
no means be put to shame." 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is 

precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which 
the builders rejected Has become the chief 



cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of 

offense." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which 
they also were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 
may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people but are now 
the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. (1 Peter 2:4-10 NKJ) 
 

 
4. Jesus and His Cross are the FOCUS of all true and faithful ministry – 

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of 
speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I 
determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.(1 Corinthians 2:1-2 NKJ) 
 

IV. Sadly, the Stone is rejected by builders – 
43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you 
and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.  Matthew 21:43 
45 Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they 
perceived that He was speaking of them.  Matthew 21:45 (see also 
Mark 10:12 & Luke 20:19 

1. Those who should have been teaching people about Christ and His cross 
were the first to reject Him / It. 

2. Sadly, this is still the case today, preachers reject the cross when they refuse 
to speak of sin, death, Hell, judgment and Christ’s Cross and move their eyes 
from beholding Him / It and the focuses in ministry away from Him / it! 

 

V. Follow the preaching of Peter,  Paul  & John– 
1. The way of salvation, miracles, healing  is Christ, He as crucified is the chief 

cornerstone – Acts 4:8-13 
 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the 
people and elders of Israel: 9 "If we this day are judged for a good 
deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made 
well, 10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here 



before you whole. 11 "This is the`stone which was rejected by you 
builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.' 12 "Nor is there 
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved." 13 Now when they 
saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized 
that they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:8-13 NKJ) 
 

 
2. Peter Himself was renamed stone by Jesus Himself – Matthew 16:13-28; 

Mark 3:16 
 
13

 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men 
say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 
 
14

 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 
 
15

 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
 
16

 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

 
17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. 
 18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 
19

 "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 
 
20

 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 
 
21

 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 
 
22

 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not 
happen to You!" 
 
23

 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not 
mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 
 
24

 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me. 
 
25

 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
 
26

 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 
 
27

 "For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each 
according to his works. 
 
28

 "Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of 
Man coming in His kingdom." 
 (Mat 16:13-28 NKJ) 

 
3. Christ is a Living Stone 1 Peter 2:4 / We are also called living stones – 1 

Peter 2:5 
 



4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but 
chosen by God and precious, 
 
5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

4. Christ is the Chief Cornerstone, in the building, the temple of God which is 
the people of God, the church – 1 Peter 2:6-10 

5. Paul preached the same thing to the Gentiles – 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 
 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,  21 in whom the 
whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place 
of God in the Spirit.   (Ephesians 2:11-3:1 NKJ) 
 

6. John wrote of it gloriously to all-  
9 … "Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife."   10 And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God,  11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a 
most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.  12 Also she 
had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the 
gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the children of Israel:  13 three gates on the east, three gates 
on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.   
14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. (Revelation 21:9-14 
NKJ) 
 

7. In a New Year (2015) let our preaching and the foundation upon which we 
build our church continue to be Christ and Him crucified! 

 

           Arnold A. Brevick


