
“Behold the Son of God!” 

John 19:7-16 

 It is important to recognize and honor Jesus as the Son of God – John 19:7-8 

The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He 
ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." 8 Therefore, when 
Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, (John 19:7-8 NKJ) 

1. In His trial, the mere mention of this fact to the Scribes and Chief Priests meant 

‘Blasphemy’ ‘Case closed’ they obviously did not honor Him – Matthew 26:59-67 

Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony 
against Jesus to put Him to death, 60 but found none. Even though many 
false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false 
witnesses came forward 61 and said, "This fellow said,`I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and to build it in three days.'" 62 And the high priest arose 
and said to Him, "Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify 
against You?" 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and 
said to Him, "I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the 
Christ, the Son of God!" 64 Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. 
Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at 
the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then 
the high priest tore his clothes, saying, "He has spoken blasphemy! What 
further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His 
blasphemy! 66 "What do you think?" They answered and said, "He is 
deserving of death." 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others 
struck Him with the palms of their hands, (Matthew 26:59-67 NKJ) 

2. A mere fair trial (a right they bestowed on even the worst of criminals) would 

have brought great testimony on His behalf:  

A. God the Father’s – Matthew 3:17  And suddenly a voice came from heaven, 

saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 
3:17 NKJ) 

B. His own – John 8:58; John 10:30; John 14:9; Matthew 26:63-64  Jesus said to 
them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." (John 
8:58 NKJ) 

"I and My Father are one." (John 10:30 NKJ) 



Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not 
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can 
you say,`Show us the Father '? (John 14:9 NKJ) 

C. The Holy Spirit’s John 15:26  "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the 
Father, He will testify of Me. (John 15:26 NKJ) 

D. The Angel Gabriel – Luke 1:35  And the angel answered and said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God. (Luke 1:35 NKJ) 

E. Demons – Matthew 8:29; Mark 3:11  And suddenly they cried out, saying, 
"What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come 
here to torment us before the time?" (Matthew 8:29 NKJ) 

And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and 
cried out, saying, "You are the Son of God." (Mark 3:11 NKJ) 

F. Matthew calls Him “Immanuel” God is with us – Matthew 1:23  "Behold, the 
virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." (Matthew 1:23 NKJ) 

G. Mark calls Him the Son of God – Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. (Mark 1:1 NKJ) 

I. John says the entire purpose of His book is that we might know Jesus is the Son 

of God – John 20:30-31 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:30-31 NKJ) 

J. Martha – John 11:27; Peter – Matthew 16:15-17; The Centurion and others 

guarding Jesus’ cross – Matthew 27:54; Paul – Romans 9:5 

She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world." (John 11:27 NKJ) 

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16  Simon Peter answered 
and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17  Jesus 



answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 
(Matthew 16:15-17 NKJ) 

So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, 
saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!" (Matthew 27:54 NKJ) 

of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. (Romans 9:5 NKJ) 

3. His WORKS, His miracles testify that He is the Son of God – John 5:36; 10:25; 

10:32; 10:37-38; 11:47; 15:24 

"But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the Father 
has given Me to finish-- the very works that I do-- bear witness of Me, that 
the Father has sent Me. (John 5:36 NKJ) 

Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I 
do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me. (John 10:25 NKJ) 

Jesus answered them, "Many good works I have shown you from My 
Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?" (John 10:32 NKJ) 

"If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 "but if I do, 
though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and 
believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him." (John 10:37-38 NKJ) 

"If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would 
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My 
Father. (John 15:24 NKJ) 

III. Almost recognizing, almost honoring Him will not cut it – John 19:7-12 

The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law He 
ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." 8 Therefore, when 
Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 9 and went again into the 
Praetorium, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him 
no answer. 10 Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do 
You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?" 

11 Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it 



had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to 
you has the greater sin." 12 From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but 
the Jews cried out, saying, "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's 
friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar." (John 19:7-
12 NKJ) 

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and 
about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" (John 
19:13-14 NKJ) 

1. Pilate had a fear of Jesus, when he heard Christ made Himself the Son of God – 

John 19:7-8, Psalm 111:10 

2. Due to His wife’s warning – Matthew 27:19 

3. Because of this fear he questions Jesus –John 19:9-11 

4. Jesus’ answer seems to set Pilate toward trying to free Him – John 19:12  

5. Yet, the Jews seem to have a trump card in this situation … Pilate seems to have 

a greater fear of Caesar than of Christ – John 19:12-13  

IV. The Jews wrong thinking about Jesus made them totally miss their true Lord! 

John 19:12-16 

1. They were looking for a Messiah / a Savior – Daniel 2, 7, 9; Micah 5:2, etc… 

2. They were hoping for someone who would crush the Romans, here Jesus 

seemed just the opposite – John 19:1-6 

3. They did not consider Isaiah 53, they did see Him as a Savior from their sins – 

Matthew 1:21 

4. Their yelling “Crucify Him, Crucify Him” showed not only their hatred of 

Christ but also their hatred of God – John 19:15; John 15:16-23 5. They prefer 

even their great enemy to Christ, showing the great sinfulness of their hatred – 

John 19:15 

6. Going ahead to crucify Him they forget the Passover – John 19:14 

 

God will judge us upon whether or not we recognize and honor Jesus as King of 

kings, Son of God and Savior – Psalm 2:12  
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