
“Behold the Lamb!” 

John 1:19-29 

John 1:19-29  
9
 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  
20

 He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."  
21

 And they asked him, "What then? 

Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, 

"No."  
22

 Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an answer to 

those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"  
23

 He said: "I am 'The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the LORD," ' as the 

prophet Isaiah said."  
24

 Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.  
25

 And 

they asked him, saying, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor 

Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  
26

 John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but 

there stands One among you whom you do not know.  
27

 "It is He who, coming 

after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."  
28

 

These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing.  
29

 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! 

The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

I. The council sent from Jerusalem  

John 1:19-29  
9
 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"   

1. Doing the right thing in the wrong way 

2. Most likely too slow 

3. The beginning of proud caviling  Later they would question Jesus’ 

authority and without even the civility they give to John  

4. They should have come to be baptized  

5. A lesson to all of us as leaders – pastors / elders  

II. John the Baptist’s answers  

1. He knows who he is not 
20

 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."  
21

 

And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are 

you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 



 

2. He knows who he is 

 

He said: "I am 'The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the 

way of the LORD," ' as the prophet Isaiah said." 

3. He knows why he baptizes 
26

 John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but there stands One 

among you whom you do not know.  
27

 "It is He who, coming after me, is 

preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."  
28

 

 

4. He seems to have no worldly dreams or ambitions 

 

 

5. Yet, he had the highest and greatest of human callings  

 

II. John the Baptist’s great message “Behold the Lamb”  
 

29
 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 

said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world! 

 

 

1. The message prefigured by the entire sacrificial system 

A. In the animal skins that clothed Adam and Eve – Genesis 3:21 

NKJ 
Genesis 3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of 

skin, and clothed them. 

 

 

B. In the superior offering of Abel – Genesis 4:1-5 

 

NKJ 
Genesis 4:1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, 

and said, "I have acquired a man from the LORD."
 2
 Then she bore again, this time 



his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 

ground.
 3
 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering 

of the fruit of the ground to the LORD.
 4
 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 

flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering,
 5
 but He did 

not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance 

fell. 

 

C. In the burnt offering of Noah after the flood – Genesis 8:20 

 

NKJ 
Genesis 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean 

animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 

D. In Abraham’s potential offering up of his only son Isaac – Genesis 

22:1-12 

NKJ 
Genesis 22:1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, 

and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."
 2
 Then He said, "Take now 

your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 

you."
 3
 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took 

two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the 

burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.
 4
 Then 

on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off.
 5
 And Abraham 

said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and 

worship, and we will come back to you."
 6
 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt 

offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, 

and the two of them went together.
 7
 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and 

said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire 

and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"
 8
 And Abraham said, 

"My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two 

of them went together.
 9
 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. 

And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac 

his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.
 10

 And Abraham stretched out his 

hand and took the knife to slay his son.
 11

 But the Angel of the LORD called to him 

from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here I am."
 12

 And He 

said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that 

you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." 



 

 

E. In the ram God provided in place of Isaac – Genesis 22:13-14 

 

NKJ 
Genesis 22:13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him 

was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and 

offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.
 14

 And Abraham called the 

name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount 

of The LORD it shall be provided." 

 

F. In the Passover Lamb that spared Israel the deadly plague which 

God brought upon the Egyptians – Exodus 12:1-13 

 

NKJ 
Exodus 12:1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

saying,
 2
 "This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month 

of the year to you.
 3
 "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth 

day of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house 

of his father, a lamb for a household.
 4
 'And if the household is too small for the 

lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of 

the persons; according to each man's need you shall make your count for the lamb.
 

5
 'Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it 

from the sheep or from the goats.
 6
 'Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day 

of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill 

it at twilight.
 7
 'And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.
 8
 'Then they shall eat the 

flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs 

they shall eat it.
 9
 'Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire 

-- its head with its legs and its entrails.
 10

 'You shall let none of it remain until 

morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire.
 11

 'And thus 

you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff 

in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.
 12

 'For I will 

pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the 

land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgment: I am the LORD.
 13

 'Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 

where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall 

not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 



 

G. In every Passover Lamb in every remembrance of the Passover after 

that –  

H. A message highlighted by Isaiah 53 

 

NKJ 
Isaiah 53:1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the 

LORD been revealed?
 2
 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as 

a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, 

There is no beauty that we should desire Him.
 3
 He is despised and rejected by 

men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 

faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
 4
 Surely He has 

borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten 

by God, and afflicted.
 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 

was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon 

Him, And by His stripes we are healed.
 6
 All we like sheep have gone 

astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
 7
 He was oppressed and He was 

afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the 

slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not 

His mouth. 8
 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare 

His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the 

transgressions of My people He was stricken.
 9
 And they made His grave with the 

wicked -- But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor 

was any deceit in His mouth.
 10

 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put 

Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, 

He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His 

hand.
 11

 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 

righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.
 12

 Therefore 

I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the 

strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with 

the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the 

transgressors. 

 

I. At noon, there is no more need for shadows – “Behold the Lamb” 

2. The message of hope and salvation (for a world lost in sin) 

3. The message from the forerunner of the King 

4. The message of a spiritual road-grater  

           Arnold A. Brevick


