
“Behold the Lamb” 
John 1:29-36 

 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!   30 "This is He of 
whom I said, `After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.'   31 "I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to 
Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water."   32 And John bore witness, 
saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He 
remained upon Him.   33 "I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, `Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'   34 
"And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God." 
 35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.   36 And looking 
at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" (John 1:29-36 
NKJ) 
 

The word “Behold” is meant to draw special attention to something or 
someone.  In Scripture, its use should catch our attention, especially when it is 
used in reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.  In the first chapter of John, it is used 
twice by John the Baptist and twice He says the same thing - 
 

I. See in this the preacher’s perception, John sees 
Jesus as the Lamb … 

The next day John saw Jesus – John 1:29 
36 And looking at Jesus as He walked – John 1:36 
 

1. John knew other things about Jesus: 
A. He knew Jesus’ superiority - :30 

30 "This is He of whom I said, `After me comes a Man who is preferred 
before me, for He was before me. 

 
B. He knew Jesus baptized with the Holy Spirit - :32-33 

Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, 
this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'    

 
C. He knew and testified that Jesus “is the Son of God.” 

 



"And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God." 
 

2. Yet, what he seems to see FIRST and MOST about Jesus is the fact that Jesus 
is The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!   

 
John repeats this fact twice, as soon as he sees Jesus 
 

A. John knew his own NEED of Jesus – 
5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan 
went out to him  6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing 
their sins. (Matthew 3:5-6 NKJ) 
… 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 

by him.   14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be 

baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" (Matthew 3:13-14 NKJ) 
 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23 
NKJ) 
Even John the Baptist was born in sin; he was born like all of us, other than Jesus, 
needing a Savior.  He needed a Lamb to take away his sin. 
 

B. John knew this because he knew Scripture, and rightly interpreted it – 
(1) John knew about animal skins that clothed Adam and Eve – Genesis 3:21 

21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and 
clothed them. (Genesis 3:21 NKJ) 
 

(2) John knew about the superior offering of Abel – 
4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And 
the LORD respected Abel and his offering, (Genesis 4:4 NKJ) 
 

(3) He knew of Noah’s burnt offering after the flood – 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean 
animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the 
altar. 
 21 And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in 
His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, 
although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will 



I again destroy every living thing as I have done.  (Genesis 8:20-21 
NKJ) 
 

(4) Of course he knew about Abraham’s obedience and willingness to offer up 
Isaac and how God provided a ram instead – Genesis 22:1-14 
 

(5) He certainly knew the significance of the Passover – 
For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. (1Corinthians 
5:7 NKJ) 
 

(6) Unlike us he, and all his hearers, would have had regular, first -hand 
experience observing sacrifices, indeed as he was a priest’s son he would 
have grown up with such things! 
 

(7) He rightly understood Isaiah 53 as a prophecy about the Messiah – 
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His 
stripes we are healed.  6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have 
turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 
 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His 
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before 
its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  (Isaiah 53:5-7 
NKJ) 
 

II. See in this, the preaching of “Behold the Lamb” the 
preacher’s presentation, John knew not only his 
own NEEDS but ours – 
 

1. John’s message was about REPENTANCE – 
NKJ  Matthew 3:1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea,  2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!" (Matthew 3:1-2 NKJ) 
 

2. John’s message was to SINNERS – 



7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 

his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? (Matthew 3:7 NKJ) 
 

3. Repentance, which basically means TURNING, which involves changing 
direction, for sinners means turning away from SIN and TOWARD the 
Savior, the Lamb of God – 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29 
NKJ) 
 
And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of 
God!" (John 1:36 NKJ) 
 

III. See in this the preacher’s power; for  John knew 
not only His needs and ours, but he also knew the 
ONLY ONE WHO could truly and vitally MEET those 
needs was the Lamb – 

33 "I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said 
to me, `Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on 
Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'    
 
16 John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but 
One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 
loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Luke 3:16 
NKJ) 
 

1. No mere human baptizes with God’s Spirit, only Jesus, the Son of God can 
do that – 

34 "And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God." 
 

2. Even Jesus does not baptize with the Holy Spirit apart from His first 
CLEANSING of us, we who are the Temple of the Holy Spirit – 

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body 
and in your spirit, which are God's.   (1Corinthians 6:19-20 NKJ) 



 
Again the “price” we were bought with was Christ’s blood – 
16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 
 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 
according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the 
time of your stay here in fear;  18 knowing that you were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers,  19 but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. (1Peter 1:16-
19 NKJ) 
 

IV. See in this the preacher’s praise; for John is like 
others, now in Heaven, who see clearly the 
worthiness of the Lamb – 

4 So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read 
the scroll, or to look at it.  5 But one of the elders said to me, "Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."   6 And I 
looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living 
creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it 
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who 
sat on the throne.   8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints.   9 And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy 
to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have 
redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation,  10 And have made us kings and priests to our 
God; And we shall reign on the earth."   11 Then I looked, and I heard 
the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and 
the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice: 
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and 
wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"   13 And 
every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard 



saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits 
on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 
 (Rev 5:4-13 NKJ) 
            Arnold A. Brevick


