
Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of 

you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 

of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may 

know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His 

power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated 

Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and 

power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His 

feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His 

body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:15-23 NKJ) 

I. Be thankful in your prayers – 
1. Paul was thankful in His prayers about the faith of others, even in spite of 

his own trials – 

23 Are they ministers of Christ?-- I speak as a fool-- I am more: in labors 
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in 
deaths often. 
 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 
 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I 
was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 
 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my 
own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 
 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness-- 
 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern 
for all the churches. 
 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not 
burn with indignation? 
 30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity. 
 31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, 
knows that I am not lying. 



 32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city 
of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; 
 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and 
escaped from his hands. 
 
 (2Corinthians 11:23-12:1 NKJ) 

2. Paul had a focus in prayer on others / intercessory prayer 

 

II. Pray for the Blessings of God’s Spirit – 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, (Ephesians 1:17 

ESV) 

 

III. Pray for eyes open, clarity of vision for spiritual 

things – 

the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what 

is the hope of His calling, 

We need enlightened understanding because we don’t typically have clear 

spiritual vision 

12
 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just 

as I also am known. (1Co 13:12 NKJ) 

 

Paul prays for specific kinds of vision or spiritual knowledge: 
 

IV. that they (we) would KNOW the hope of His 
calling - :18 
1. This means looking back to your effectual calling, back even further 

to the eternal counsels of God, we do this confidently, for we have a 
sure hope –  



 
NKJ 

Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

 
NKJ 

Jeremiah 31:3 The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: "Yes, I have 

loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have 

drawn you. 
 

2. Note this call is to holiness and salvation, we are “without blame” 
because of what Christ did on the cross (1:4)  
 

3. This call should give us hope and confidence as it is not based on us 
but on His sovereign choice -   

 
NKJ 

Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, 

and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
 

V. That they (we) would KNOW “what is the 
riches of His inheritance in the saints - :18b 
1. This means looking forward to the future, toward TREASURE in 

HEAVEN, security in relationship with … THIS is MOTIVATION! 
 
NKJ 

Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 

are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
 2
 Set your mind on 

things above, not on things on the earth.
 3
 For you died, and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God. 
 
NKJ 

Matthew 6:19 " Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;
 20

 "but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 

where thieves do not break in and steal.
 21

 "For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

 

2. This means looking past the things of this world –  
 
NKJ 

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
 16

 For all that is in the world -- the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life -- is not of the Father but 



is of the world.
 17

 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who 

does the will of God abides forever. 

 

“He who has the most toys when he dies WINS” … NO, not really, he 

loses big time – 
 
NKJ 

Mark 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples 

also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
 35

 "For whoever desires to save 

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will 

save it.
 36

 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 

his own soul? 
 
 

VI. That they (we) would KNOW the exceeding 
greatness of His power toward us who 
believe – 

 
NKJ 

Ephesians 1:19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward 

us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power
 20

 which He 

worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead … 

 

1. This is POWER we have NOW … power we have in prayer, especially for 
spiritual victories – 

 
NKJ 

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 

whatever state I am, to be content:
 12

 I know how to be abased, and I know 

how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full 

and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
 13

 I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me. 

 
NKJ 

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 

be, you have been grieved by various trials,
 7
 that the genuineness of your 

faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 

fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ,
 8
 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet 

believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
 9
 receiving the 

end of your faith -- the salvation of your souls. 



 
2. This is the power that took Christ to the cross, yet also raised Him from the 

dead – 
 

NKJ 
Hebrews 9:14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
NKJ 

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

3. Yet, this power involves AUTHORITY a power greater than any political 
power on earth or even in the spiritual realm, Christ reigns – 
 

 and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
 21

 far above all 

principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
 22

 And He put all 

things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,
 23

 

which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

 
4. The ungodly world and Satan battle against this POWER but will not win 

– 
 

NKJ 
Psalm 2:1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?

 2
 The 

kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,
 3
 "Let us break Their 

bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us."
 4
 He who sits in the 

heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision.
 5
 Then He shall 

speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:
 6
 "Yet 

I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion."
 7
 "I will declare the decree: The 

LORD has said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.
 8
 Ask of 

Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the 

earth for Your possession.
 9
 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall 

dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.' "
 10

 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

Be instructed, you judges of the earth.
 11

 Serve the LORD with fear, And 

rejoice with trembling.
 12

 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the 

way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their 

trust in Him. 
 



NKJ 
Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might.
 11

 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil.
 12

 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places. 
 

NKJ 
Revelation 17:12 "The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have 

received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings 

with the beast.
 13

 "These are of one mind, and they will give their power and 

authority to the beast.
 14

 "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 

will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who 

are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful." 
 
We plug into this POWER in prayer: we have to pray for it to have it! It will not 

always be recognized as POWER because it is different from the world’s 
power.  Yet, as we grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord, we will 
recognize and desire this more and MORE! 

 

 

           Arnold A. Brevick


