
“Back to God” 

1 Samuel 7 

Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and 

brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar 

his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 2 So it was that the ark remained in 

Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years. And all the house of 

Israel lamented after the LORD. 3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of 

Israel, saying, "If you return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away 

the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your 

hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the 

hand of the Philistines." 4 So the children of Israel put away the Baals and 

the Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only. 5 And Samuel said, "Gather all 

Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD for you." 6 So they gathered 

together at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out before the LORD. And 

they fasted that day, and said there, "We have sinned against the LORD." 

And Samuel judged the children of Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now when the 

Philistines heard that the children of Israel had gathered together at 

Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the 

children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 8 So the 

children of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our 

God for us, that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines." 9 And 

Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the 

LORD. Then Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD 

answered him. 10 Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 

Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But the LORD thundered with 

a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that 

they were overcome before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out of 

Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove them back as far as below 

Beth Car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and 

Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far the LORD has 

helped us." 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they did not come 

anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against 

the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 Then the cities which the Philistines 



had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; and 

Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the Philistines. Also there 

was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 15 And Samuel judged Israel 

all the days of his life. 16 He went from year to year on a circuit to Bethel, 

Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places. 17 But he always 

returned to Ramah, for his home was there. There he judged Israel, and 

there he built an altar to the LORD. (1 Samuel 7:1-17 NKJ) 

Revival 

 

I. It starts with the fear of the LORD - 

Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the LORD, and 

brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar 

his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 2 So it was that the ark remained in 

Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years.  

The place for the Ark was Shiloh, but that place had been destroyed in the earlier 

battle with the Philistines – 

1. Beth Shemesh was where the Ark was carried by the cows, but that was out 

in the field, on a rock, exposed and that was obviously dangerous – 

The men of Kirjath-jearim cheerfully bring it among them, v. 1. They came, at the 

first word, and fetched up the ark of the Lord. Their neighbours the Beth-shemites, 

were not more glad to get rid of it than they were to receive it, knowing very well 

that what slaughter the ark had made at Beth-shemesh was not an act of arbitrary 

power, but of necessary justice, and those that suffered by it must blame 

themselves, not the ark; we may depend upon the word which God hath said (Jer. 

25:6), Provoke me not, and I will do you no hurt. Note, The judgments of God on 

those who profane his ordinances should not make us afraid of the ordinances, 

but of profaning them and making an ill use of them. 

 

2. They carefully provided for its decent entertainment among them, as a 

welcome guest, with true affection, and, as an honorable guest, with respect and 

reverence. 



(1.) They provided a proper place to receive it. They had no public building to 

adorn with it, but they lodged it in the house of Abinadab, which stood upon the 

highest ground, and, probably, was the best house in their city; or perhaps the 

master of it was the most eminent man they had for piety, and best affected to the 

ark. The men of Beth-shemesh left it exposed upon a stone in the open field, and, 

though it was a city of priests, none of them received it into his house; but the men 

of Kirjath-jearim, though common Israelites, gave it house-room, and no doubt the 

best-furnished room in the house to which it was brought.   

 

(2.) They provided a proper person to attend it: They sanctified Eleazar his son 

to keep it; not the father, either because he was aged and infirm, or because he had 

the affairs of his house and family to attend, from which they would not take him 

off. But the son, who, it is probable, was a very pious devout young man, and 

zealously affected towards the best things. His business was to keep the ark, not 

only from being seized by malicious Philistines, but from being touched or looked 

into by too curious Israelites. He was to keep the room clean and decent in which 

the ark was, that, though it was in an obscure place, it might not look like a 

neglected thing, which no man looked after.  

 

Matthew Henry 

 

II. It continues with godly sorrow – 

And all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD. 

1. This is the first time we hear of such a thing since chapter 1 

2. In chapter 1 Hannah was miserable about being childless 

3. Hear God’s people are lamenting “after the LORD” 

They were deeply concerned about their relationship with God! 

Lamenting after the LORD meant they desired the PRESENCE, POWER and 

BLESSING of GOD! 

Their sorrow was a godly sorrow - 

9 Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to 
repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might 
suffer loss from us in nothing. 



III. They listened to, believed and applied the 

WORDS of Samuel (God’s Word) – 

3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, "If you return to the 
LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the 
Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and 
serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines." 
 4 So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and 

served the LORD only. (1Sa 7:3-4 NKJ) 

Repentance is to leave, the sins you loved before and show that you in 

earnest grieve by doing so no more – CH Spurgeon 

1. Note this was something everyone did – 

No one is singled out like Achan – 

This is the MORE usual case; it is usually more than one person who has sinned – 

Here it was! 

2. This is something EVERYONE did wholeheartedly – 

God accepts nothing less – 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 "You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NKJ) 

"And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,`These things says 

the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of 

God: 15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish 

you were cold or hot. 16 "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither 

cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 "Because you say,`I am 

rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'-- and do not know 

that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 18 "I counsel you 

to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 

garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 



not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 

"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and 

repent. 20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 

and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 

Me. 21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I 

also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. (Revelation 

3:14-21 NKJ) 

Get rid of idols 

Idols are not just statues 

Not always obviously sinful 

They are anything that takes your heart from God – 

3. Note, God’s man is back in the national picture --- 

 

IV. They gathered together, they depended upon 

God, they WON!  

5 And Samuel said, "Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the LORD 

for you. 

6 So they gathered together at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out 

before the LORD. And they fasted that day, and said there, "We have 

sinned against the LORD." And Samuel judged the children of Israel at 

Mizpah. 7 Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel had 

gathered together at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up against 

Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the 

Philistines. 8 So the children of Israel said to Samuel, "Do not cease to cry 

out to the LORD our God for us, that He may save us from the hand of the 

Philistines." 9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it as a whole 

burnt offering to the LORD. Then Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, 

and the LORD answered him. 10 Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt 

offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But the LORD 



thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so 

confused them that they were overcome before Israel. 11 And the men of 

Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove them back 

as far as below Beth Car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up 

between Mizpah and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus 

far the LORD has helped us." 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they 

did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD 

was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 14 Then the cities which 

the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to 

Gath; and Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the Philistines. 

Also there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 15 And Samuel 

judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 He went from year to year on a 

circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places. 

17 But he always returned to Ramah, for his home was there. There he 

judged Israel, and there he built an altar to the LORD. (1 Samuel 7:1-17 

NKJ) 

1. Fasted - :6 

2. Confessed sin as a group - :6 

3. They called upon Samuel to pray without ceasing! - :7-8 

4. Samuel was faithful offering up a lamb, a type of Christ Who died for 

our sins - :9 

5. The Philistines are defeated -:10-17 

           Arnold A. Brevick


