
“Attaining God’s Best Blessings”   
Luke 6:20-26 

 
Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed 
are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who 
hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, 
For you shall laugh. 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And when 
they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For 
the Son of Man's sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For 
indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers 
did to the prophets. 24 "But woe to you who are rich, For you have 
received your consolation. 25 Woe to you who are full, For you shall 
hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep. 26 

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to 
the false prophets. (Luke 6:20-26 NKJ) 

 
 

There are certain things: wealth, good food, laughter, and the esteem of our 
friends and neighbors which we typically think of as blessings.  Even Scripture (see 
Deuteronomy 28) counts a bountiful crop a blessing, material wealth and victory 

over enemies as blessings and the opposite kind(s) of things to be curses.  Why is it 
here, Jesus turns these things upside down? 

 
 

 

I. Jesus would have His people look beyond this 
world – 

Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed 
are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. (Luke 6:20 NKJ) 
 

1. Those who are rich in this world’s wealth do not typically look beyond this 
world – 

A. Riches add difficulty / impossibility - 
24 "And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
(Matthew 19:24 NKJ) 

B. Riches blind and enslave - 



19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;  20 "but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.   21 "For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.   22 "The lamp of the body is 
the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of 
light.   23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is 
that darkness!   24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. (Matthew 
6:19-24 NKJ) 
 

C. Riches ensnare us, can pull us into certain worldly lusts – 
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain.   7 For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.   8 
And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.   9 But 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and 
perdition.   10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  11 But you, O man of 
God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, patience, gentleness. (1Timothy 6:6-11 NKJ) 
 

D. Riches can be DANGEROUS – 
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming 
upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-
eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be 
a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
heaped up treasure in the last days. (James 5:1-3 NKJ) 
 

2. Yet, food and friendship, even laughter can cause problems too – 
 

A. Food – 
"Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, 
because God the Father has set His seal on Him." 28 Then they said to 
Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 29 Jesus 



answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe 
in Him whom He sent." (John 6:27-29 NKJ) 
 
And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me 
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 
(John 6:35 NKJ) 
 

B. Weeping vs. Laughter – 
2 Better to go to the house of mourning Than to go to the house of 
feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to 
heart. 3 Sorrow is better than laughter, For by a sad countenance the 
heart is made better. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of 
mourning, But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. (Ecclesiastes 
7:2-4 NKJ) 
 

C. Popularity in an ungodly world – 
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution. (2Ti 3:12 NKJ) 
 

II. Jesus would have us look beyond this world 
because this world is NOT our home, it is not 
permanent – 

For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. 
(Hebrews 13:14 NKJ) 
 
21 hunger now / weep now, be filled and laugh later … 

   

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that 

which he cannot lose” Jim Elliot 
 
But look for a future “reward” – “For indeed your reward is great in 

heaven!” 
 



III. Jesus would have us look beyond this world 
because we are created and redeemed for bigger 
things – 

1. We were created in God’s image – 
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His 
own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. (Genesis 1:26-27 NKJ) 
 

2. In Christ we are renewed in knowledge, true righteousness and holiness - 
 
and that you put on the new man which was created according to 
God, in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:24 NKJ) 
 
and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according 
to the image of Him who created him, (Colossians 3:10 NKJ) 
 

3. We were created and redeemed to live for God’s glory, we were created and 
redeemed for an eternal relationship with God – 

"You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For 
You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created." 
(Revelation 4:11 NKJ) 

 
3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.  4 
"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no 
more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for 
the former things have passed away." 
 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things 
new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and 
faithful."   6 And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the 
water of life freely to him who thirsts.   7 "He who overcomes shall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.  8 "But 
the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 



sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 
(Revelation 21:3-8 NKJ) 
 

IV. Christ death on the cross, which we commemorate 
with the Lord’s Supper, was meant to redeem us 
for this LIFE which is beyond the best things in this 
world – 

10 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His 
life for the sheep. (John 10:10-11 NKJ) 
 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-
- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not 
of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and 
the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 
2:15-17 NKJ) 
 
The Lord’s Supper is symbolic of the death by which Christ purchased for us, with 
His own blood, a LIFE “ABUNDANT LIFE” beyond the best blessing this fallen world 
may offer! 
 

1. Life in Heaven 
2. Life with God and Christ 
3. Eternal LIFE! 

 

           Arnold A. Brevick


