
“Angry with Your Fathers” 

Zechariah 1:1-6 

 

New Years is a time to START OVER 

We have (or had) a clean slate! 

Israel Judah had a broken relationship with God 

Here God identifies Himself repeatedly THREE TIMES as AS THE LORD of HOSTs in 

vs 3 

Zechariah 1:3   
3
 "Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Return 

to Me," says the LORD of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the LORD of 

hosts. 

I am uncomfortable when I am on bad terms with anyone but how terrible NOT 

TO BE RIGHT with the LORD of Hosts / the Lord Almighty / The LORD of 

ARMIES! 

I. The people of Israel / Judah had recently been punished for 

their sins – 

586 – Nebuchadnezzar came down on Jerusalem – “besieged it” 

Daniel 1:1-2  
NKJ 

Daniel 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  
2
 And the Lord gave 

Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he 

carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles into the 

treasure house of his god. 

Isaiah / Jeremiah / Hosea etc… All confronted God’s people with their sins 

They called them to repent 

They refused repentance 

Jeremiah 44:16-30  
16

 "As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we 

will not listen to you!  
17

 "But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to 



burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we and 

our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For 

then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble.  
18

 "But since we stopped burning 

incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything 

and have been consumed by the sword and by famine."  
19

 The women also said, "And when we 

burned incense to the queen of heaven and poured out drink offerings to her, did we make cakes 

for her, to worship her, and pour out drink offerings to her without our husbands' permission?"  
20

 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the people -- the men, the women, and all the people who had 

given him that answer -- saying:  
21

 "The incense that you burned in the cities of Judah and in the 

streets of Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the people of the 

land, did not the LORD remember them, and did it not come into His mind?  
22

 "So the LORD 

could no longer bear it, because of the evil of your doings and because of the abominations 

which you committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a curse, and without 

an inhabitant, as it is this day.  
23

 "Because you have burned incense and because you have 

sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD or walked in His law, in 

His statutes or in His testimonies, therefore this calamity has happened to you, as at this day."  
24

 

Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all the women, "Hear the word of the LORD, all 

Judah who are in the land of Egypt!  
25

 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: 

'You and your wives have spoken with your mouths and fulfilled with your hands, saying, "We 

will surely keep our vows that we have made, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and pour 

out drink offerings to her." You will surely keep your vows and perform your vows!'  
26

 

"Therefore hear the word of the LORD, all Judah who dwell in the land of Egypt: 'Behold, I have 

sworn by My great name,' says the LORD, 'that My name shall no more be named in the mouth 

of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, "The Lord GOD lives."  
27

 'Behold, I will 

watch over them for adversity and not for good. And all the men of Judah who are in the land of 

Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until there is an end to them.  
28

 'Yet a 

small number who escape the sword shall return from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah; and 

all the remnant of Judah, who have gone to the land of Egypt to dwell there, shall know whose 

words will stand, Mine or theirs.  
29

 'And this shall be a sign to you,' says the LORD, 'that I will 

punish you in this place, that you may know that My words will surely stand against you for 

adversity.'  
30

 "Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the 

hand of his enemies and into the hand of those who seek his life, as I gave Zedekiah king of 

Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 

II. God would not have His people follow in their father’s 

footsteps 

1. He calls them to observe the condition / situation of their fathers – 

Zechariah 1:5-6  
5
 "Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they live forever?  

6
 Yet 

surely My words and My statutes, Which I commanded My servants the prophets, Did they not 



overtake your fathers? "So they returned and said: 'Just as the LORD of hosts determined to do to 

us, According to our ways and according to our deeds, So He has dealt with us.' " ' 

 

2. He wants them to avoid their father’s ways – 

Zechariah 1:4   
4
 "Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets preached, saying, 

'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Turn now from your evil ways and your evil deeds." ' But they 

did not hear nor heed Me," says the LORD. 

 

What was wrong with their fathers? 

A. They ignored the preaching of repentance 

B. They continued in their evil ways 

C. They did not heed THE LORD! 

No nation will prosper if it ignores God’s word 

No individual will prosper ignoring God’s word 

 

Proverbs 21:16  
16

 A man who wanders from the way of understanding 

Will rest in the assembly of the dead. 

 

Abortion is such a thing! 

Graciously, there is a call to return to God HERE, a second chance, an 

opportunity to repent! 

Our hope is in Christ –  1 John 1:9  
9
 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Isaiah 1:18  
18

 " Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are 

like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as 

wool. 
           Arnold A. Brevick


