
And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went out to battle 

against the Philistines, and encamped beside Ebenezer; and the Philistines 

encamped in Aphek. 2 Then the Philistines put themselves in battle array 

against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by the 

Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in the field. 3 

And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, 

"Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD from Shiloh to us, that when it comes 

among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies." 4 So the people 

sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there the ark of the covenant of 

the LORD of hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. And the two sons of 

Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5 

And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all 

Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook. 6 Now when the Philistines 

heard the noise of the shout, they said, "What does the sound of this great 

shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?" Then they understood that the 

ark of the LORD had come into the camp. 7 So the Philistines were afraid, 

for they said, "God has come into the camp!" And they said, "Woe to us! 

For such a thing has never happened before. 8 "Woe to us! Who will deliver 

us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the 

Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 9 "Be strong and conduct 

yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you do not become servants of 

the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Conduct yourselves like men, and 

fight!" 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and every man 

fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, and there fell of Israel 

thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God was captured; and the 

two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 12 Then a man of Benjamin ran 

from the battle line the same day, and came to Shiloh with his clothes torn 

and dirt on his head. 13 Now when he came, there was Eli, sitting on a seat 

by the wayside watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And 

when the man came into the city and told it, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli 

heard the noise of the outcry, he said, "What does the sound of this tumult 

mean?" And the man came quickly and told Eli. 15 Eli was ninety-eight years 

old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. 16 Then the man said 

to Eli, "I am he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle 



line." And he said, "What happened, my son?" 17 So the messenger 

answered and said, "Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has 

been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni and 

Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has been captured." 18 Then it 

happened, when he made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the 

seat backward by the side of the gate; and his neck was broken and he 

died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 

19 Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, due to be 

delivered; and when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, 

and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself 

and gave birth, for her labor pains came upon her. 20 And about the time of 

her death the women who stood by her said to her, "Do not fear, for you 

have borne a son." But she did not answer, nor did she regard it. 21 Then 

she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from Israel!" 

because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-

law and her husband. 22 And she said, "The glory has departed from Israel, 

for the ark of God has been captured." (1 Samuel 4:1-22 NKJ) 

 

I. What EVERYONE seemed to know – 

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. … (1 Samuel 4:1a NKJ) 

11 Then the LORD said to Samuel: "Behold, I will do something in Israel at 
which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 
 12 "In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning 
his house, from beginning to end. 
 13 "For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity 
which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not 
restrain them. 
 14 "And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's 

house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever." (1Sa 3:11-14 

NKJ) 



22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, 

and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the 

tabernacle of meeting. (1Samuel 2:22 NKJ) 

12 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the LORD. 
 13 And the priests' custom with the people was that when any man offered 
a sacrifice, the priest's servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook 
in his hand while the meat was boiling. 
 14 Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and the 
priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did 
in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 
 15 Also, before they burned the fat, the priest's servant would come and 
say to the man who sacrificed, "Give meat for roasting to the priest, for he 
will not take boiled meat from you, but raw." 
 16 And if the man said to him, "They should really burn the fat first; then 
you may take as much as your heart desires," he would then answer him, 
"No, but you must give it now; and if not, I will take it by force." 
 17 Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for 

men abhorred the offering of the LORD. (1Samuel 2:12-17 NKJ) 

The sins of Hophni and Phinehas were NOT SECRET! 

Samuel had prophesied their judgment and Samuel’s word “came to all Israel” 

Eli had heard, meaning someone had to tell him, about everything his sons did 

to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who assembled at the door 

of the tabernacle of meeting 

II. What EVERYONE seemed to miss – 

Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and encamped beside 

Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. 2 Then the Philistines 

put themselves in battle array against Israel. And when they joined battle, 

Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men 

of the army in the field. 3 And when the people had come into the camp, the 

elders of Israel said, "Why has the LORD defeated us today before the 

Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD from Shiloh to 

us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our 



enemies." 4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, who dwells between the 

cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 

the ark of the covenant of God. 5 And when the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the earth 

shook. 6 Now when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, 

"What does the sound of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews 

mean?" Then they understood that the ark of the LORD had come into the 

camp. 7 So the Philistines were afraid, for they said, "God has come into the 

camp!" And they said, "Woe to us! For such a thing has never happened 

before. 8 "Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty 

gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in 

the wilderness. 

:1-3 Why did not the LORD give Israel victory in battle?  Why did the LORD defeat 

them? 

NOTICE what Israel KNEW – 

1. They knew God was sovereign –  

"Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? 

2. They knew the word of Samuel in regard to the judgment of Eli’s house, 

particularly his sinful sons, Hophni and Phinehas --- 

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. … (1 Samuel 4:1a NKJ) 

 

3. They seemed to have a great deal of FAITH, that God would save them - 

5 And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all 

Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook. 6 Now when the Philistines 

heard the noise of the shout, they said, "What does the sound of this 

great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?" Then they understood 

that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp. 7 So the Philistines 

were afraid, for they said, "God has come into the camp!" And they said, 

"Woe to us! For such a thing has never happened before. 8 "Woe to us! 



Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the 

gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 

A. Their faith is shown by their loud shout! 

B. They were so confident the Philistines thought they were finished! 

What they MISSED - 

And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the 

ark of the covenant of God. 

 

They seem to think the morality of their leaders did not matter to God! 

 

They seem to think outward religious action – carrying the ark into battle – 

was all that was required to attain God’s favor! 

 

What should they have done? 

 

1. They should have PRAYED – 

Note after they lost their first battle to the Philistines they talk among themselves, 

but no one PRAYS 

2. They should have thrown Hophni and Phinehas out on their ears! 

 

What happened in Israel because the people missed / MESSED UP with God – 

. 9 "Be strong and conduct yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you do 

not become servants of the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Conduct 

yourselves like men, and fight!" 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was 

defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, 

and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God 

was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 12 Then 

a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and came to 

Shiloh with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. 13 Now when he came, 



there was Eli, sitting on a seat by the wayside watching, for his heart 

trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told 

it, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he said, 

"What does the sound of this tumult mean?" And the man came quickly and 

told Eli. 15 Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he 

could not see. 16 Then the man said to Eli, "I am he who came from the 

battle. And I fled today from the battle line." And he said, "What happened, 

my son?" 17 So the messenger answered and said, "Israel has fled before 

the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. 

Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God 

has been captured." 18 Then it happened, when he made mention of the ark 

of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and his 

neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had 

judged Israel forty years. 19 Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas' wife, was 

with child, due to be delivered; and when she heard the news that the ark 

of God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were 

dead, she bowed herself and gave birth, for her labor pains came upon her. 

20 And about the time of her death the women who stood by her said to her, 

"Do not fear, for you have borne a son." But she did not answer, nor did 

she regard it. 21 Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has 

departed from Israel!" because the ark of God had been captured and 

because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, "The glory 

has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured." (1 Samuel 

4:1-22 NKJ) 

 

Philistines fought bravely! 

Not only was the ark of God stolen 

Israel’s leaders died 

The glory of God seemed to depart  

 



Application: 

1. When something goes wrong, PRAY! 

2. When leaders do obvious wrong, and are unrepentant kick them out 

           Arnold A. Brevick


