
 

 

“A Sweet Call to Return to the LORD” 

Jeremiah 3:1-22 

 

"They say, `If a man divorces his wife, And she goes from him And 

becomes another man's, May he return to her again?' Would not that land 

be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with many lovers; Yet 

return to Me," says the LORD. 2 "Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights 

and see: Where have you not lain with men? By the road you have sat for 

them Like an Arabian in the wilderness; And you have polluted the land 

With your harlotries and your wickedness. 3 Therefore the showers have 

been withheld, And there has been no latter rain. You have had a harlot's 

forehead; You refuse to be ashamed. 4 Will you not from this time cry to 

Me,`My father, You are the guide of my youth? 5 Will He remain angry 

forever? Will He keep it to the end?' Behold, you have spoken and done 

evil things, As you were able." 6 The LORD said also to me in the days of 

Josiah the king: "Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? She 

has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there 

played the harlot. 7 "And I said, after she had done all these things,`Return 

to Me.' But she did not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 

"Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had 

committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of 

divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played 

the harlot also. 9 "So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she 

defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10 "And yet 

for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole 

heart, but in pretense," says the LORD. 11 Then the LORD said to me, 

"Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous 

Judah. 12 "Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say:`Return, 

backsliding Israel,' says the LORD;`I will not cause My anger to fall on you. 

For I am merciful,' says the LORD;`I will not remain angry forever. 13 Only 

acknowledge your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the LORD 

your God, And have scattered your charms To alien deities under every 

green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,' says the LORD. 14 "Return, 

O backsliding children," says the LORD; "for I am married to you. I will take 



 

 

you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15 

"And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with 

knowledge and understanding. 16 "Then it shall come to pass, when you are 

multiplied and increased in the land in those days," says the LORD, "that 

they will say no more,`The ark of the covenant of the LORD.' It shall not 

come to mind, nor shall they remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it 

be made anymore. 17 "At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of 

the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the 

LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow the dictates of their evil 

hearts. 18 "In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of 

Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land 

that I have given as an inheritance to your fathers. 19 "But I said:`How can I 

put you among the children And give you a pleasant land, A beautiful 

heritage of the hosts of nations?' "And I said:`You shall call Me, "My 

Father," And not turn away from Me.' 20 Surely, as a wife treacherously 

departs from her husband, So have you dealt treacherously with Me, O 

house of Israel," says the LORD. 21 A voice was heard on the desolate 

heights, Weeping and supplications of the children of Israel. For they have 

perverted their way; They have forgotten the LORD their God. 22 "Return, 

you backsliding children, And I will heal your backslidings." "Indeed we do 

come to You, For You are the LORD our God. (Jeremiah 3:1-22 NKJ) 

 

It is a fearful thing to be in a backsliding state, running from God or simply not 

going forward with Him! 

 

If you are not climbing UP toward God; there is a good chance you are sliding 

down!  Down toward the Devil and Hell! 

 

Backsliding is movement against God’s mercy and grace; it is a running from or at 

least a slipping away from God love and goodness!  It is the opposite of setting 

our affections on things above!  It is a move AWAY FROM HEAVEN!   

 



 

 

I. It is a great grace that God calls us to return to 

Him – 
1. It is a call in spite of spiritual adultery – 

"They say,`If a man divorces his wife, And she goes from him And 

becomes another man's, May he return to her again?' Would not that land 

be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with many lovers; Yet 

return to Me," says the LORD. (Jeremiah 3:1 NKJ) 

 

2. It is a call back, in spite of GREAT MESS Making sin!!! 

"Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see: Where have you not lain 

with men? By the road you have sat for them Like an Arabian in the 

wilderness; And you have polluted the land With your harlotries and your 

wickedness. (Jeremiah 3:2 NKJ) 

 

3. It is a call back in spite of sinful stubbornness / though the backslider hurts 

him or herself – 

Therefore the showers have been withheld, And there has been no latter 

rain. You have had a harlot's forehead; You refuse to be ashamed. 

(Jeremiah 3:3 NKJ) 

 

4. God keeps calling, even with common sense pleadings – 

Will you not from this time cry to Me,`My father, You are the guide of my 

youth? (Jeremiah 3:4 NKJ) 

 

The prodigal son had sense to RETURN! 

 

5. They sinned, sinned and sinned some more in spite of His (God’s) great 

mercy – consider their confused logic --- 

Will He remain angry forever? Will He keep it to the end?' Behold, you have 

spoken and done evil things, As you were able." (Jeremiah 3:5 NKJ)  

 

Shall we sin that grace may abound? 

 



 

 

6. They sinned in spite of seeing the consequence of sin in others – 

The LORD said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: "Have you seen 

what backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high 

mountain and under every green tree, and there played the harlot. 7 "And I 

said, after she had done all these things,`Return to Me.' But she did not 

return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 "Then I saw that for all the 

causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her 

away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister 

Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also. 9 "So it came to 

pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed 

adultery with stones and trees. 10 "And yet for all this her treacherous sister 

Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense," says the 

LORD. 11 Then the LORD said to me, "Backsliding Israel has shown herself 

more righteous than treacherous Judah. (Jeremiah 3:6-11 NKJ) 

 

7. Yet God still KEPT CALLING!  He says “PROCLAIM!!!!!” 

"Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say:`Return, 

backsliding Israel,' says the LORD;`I will not cause My anger to fall on you. 

For I am merciful,' says the LORD;`I will not remain angry forever. 

(Jeremiah 3:12 NKJ) 

 

II. MAKE some notes about this proclamation! 
 

1. It is repeated – 

 

"Return, O backsliding children," says the LORD; "for I am married to you. I 

will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to 

Zion. (Jeremiah 3:14 NKJ) 

 

"Return, you backsliding children, And I will heal your backslidings." 

"Indeed we do come to You, For You are the LORD our God. (Jeremiah 

3:22 NKJ) 

 

2. Note there are promises connected to it – 



 

 

A. An end of anger 

;`I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,' says the 

LORD;`I will not remain angry forever. 

 

B. Even sweet covenant promises ---- 

 

"for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a 

family, and I will bring you to Zion. (Jeremiah 3:14 NKJ) 

 

C. Promise to help their return --- 

"for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a 

family, and I will bring you to Zion. (Jeremiah 3:14 NKJ)  He is going to pay 

for their plane ticket back, first class! 

 

D. He promises spiritual food – 

"And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with 

knowledge and understanding. (Jeremiah 3:15 NKJ) 

 

E. He promises growth, blessing, reality– 

"Then it shall come to pass, when you are multiplied and increased in the 

land in those days," says the LORD, "that they will say no more,`The ark of 

the covenant of the LORD.' It shall not come to mind, nor shall they 

remember it, nor shall they visit it, nor shall it be made anymore. (Jeremiah 

3:16 NKJ) 

 

F. Return of relationship – 

"But I said:`How can I put you among the children And give you a pleasant 

land, A beautiful heritage of the hosts of nations?' "And I said:`You shall 

call Me, "My Father," And not turn away from Me.' (Jeremiah 3:19 NKJ)  

 

G. Promises of HEALING – 

 



 

 

"Return, you backsliding children, And I will heal your backslidings." 

"Indeed we do come to You, For You are the LORD our God. (Jeremiah 

3:22 NKJ) 

 

III. What does the backslider need to do to 

RETURN! 
 

1. Acknowledge sin – 

Only acknowledge your iniquity, That you have transgressed against the 

LORD your God, And have scattered your charms To alien deities under 

every green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,' says the LORD. 

(Jeremiah 3:13 NKJ) 

 

2. Mourn for sin – 

A voice was heard on the desolate heights, Weeping and supplications of 

the children of Israel. For they have perverted their way; They have 

forgotten the LORD their God. (Jeremiah 3:21 NKJ) 

 

3. Trust in God – 

Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, And from the multitude of 

mountains; Truly, in the LORD our God Is the salvation of Israel. (Jeremiah 

3:23 NKJ) 

 

Man-like is it to fall into sin, 

  Fiend-like is it to dwell within, 

Christ-like is it for sin to grieve 

God-like is it all sin to leave 

- Longfellow 

           Arnold A. Brevick


