
“A God’s Eye View of Favorite Sins” 
Ephesians 5:3-7 

 
   In the first couple verses of Ephesians 5 Paul called us to be “imitators of God 
as dear children.”  He told us to “walk in love.”  He set before us Christ’s perfect 
example, as He (Christ) chose self-sacrifice to the highest degree! 
 
   In the five verses we will consider today, Paul places before us sins that are:  
popular in the world, pleasure producing in the flesh and worse, tempting to us 
even as Christians.  The list he gives is important because THESE ARE SINS WE 
SHOULD AVOID LIKE THE PLAGUE!  These are DANGEROUS to your spiritual 
health; continued indulgence in these sins is always eternally fatal! 
 

SINS TO AVOID LIKE THE PLAGUE / Ephesians 5:3-7 
 

 Fornication / porneia – sexual intercourse outside of marriage 
 

 Uncleaness / impurity – a broader range of sexual sins including but not 
limited to: prostitution, homosexuality, incest, pornography, etc … 
 

 Covetousness / greed– inordinately desiring something that belongs to 
someone else or an inordinate hoarding / selfishness in regard to one’s 
own possessions – 
 

`You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire 
your neighbor's house, his field, his male servant, his female 
servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.' 
(Deuteronomy 5:21 NKJ) 

 

 Filthiness / obscenity – an obscene person has no regard / respect for 
standards: speech, dress, photos and actions can all be filthy or obscene! 
 

 Foolish talking / morologia – a combination of two Greek “Moron” and 
“Logos”  
 



 Course jesting – much the same as the two words before it maybe with a bit 
more emphasis on FUN in the sin! 

 
These sins are characteristic of our ungodly / unregenerate world -   

These were characteristic of THE ZOMBIE WALK - 
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which 
you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, just as the others. (Ephesians 2:1-3 NKJ) 
 
God’s people, following Christ are called to a very different MUCH LESS SELF 
INDULGENT / much less FEEDING THE FLESH kind of walk! 
 

“Across the will of nature   Leads on the path of God; 
Not where the flesh delighteth    The feet of Jesus trod.  

O bliss to leave behind us    The fetters of the slave,  
To leave ourselves behind us    The grave-clothes and the grave!” 

Gerhard Tersteegen 
 

Now the world (non-Christians) will protest, “the Bible is out of date!”  They will 
say “those things are not sin!”  They’ll say you are prudes or HATERS! 
 
Even some MISTAKEN professing Christians might argue “but grace allows …” 
 
Many young professing Christians today are failing in areas of sensuality, many 
older Christians are failing in areas of greed and often vice versa too! 
 
Yet, I would argue the FACT that the Bible speaks to the same sins which are SO 
PROMINATE in our 21st century world shows it is relevant today!   

 

HOW DO WE GET VICTORY OVER SINS WE MIGHT LOVE? 
(Paul gives us three strong motivations) 

 



I. We gain victory over these sins by realizing they 
are not “FITTING!”  
But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it 

not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;
 4 

neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, 
which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 
(Ephesians 5:3-4 NKJ) 
 

* Imagine a groom showing up at a wedding with a old girl friend on his arm, 
kissing and laughing - that is not FITTING 
 
* Imagine a friend showing up to a sad funeral dressed as a clown -  that is not 
FITTING 
 
* People calling themselves “Christian(s)” (followers of Christ, little christs) while 
living in / indulging themselves in the very SINS HE died to SAVE US FROM- that is 
not fitting! 
"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He 
will save His people from their sins." (Matthew 1:21 NKJ) 
He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked. (1 John 2:6 NKJ) 
 

II. We gain victory over these sins by realizing 
they are OPPOSITE of thankfulness to God – 

“neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not 
fitting, but rather giving of thanks”. (Ephesians 5:4 NKJ) 
 
All of these sins and many others are opposite of thankfulness to God, this is why I 
titled this sermon “A God’s Eye View of Favorite Sins” – 
 

 Adultery shows we are not thankful / appreciative of the spouse He gave us! 

 Fornication shows we are not grateful for His gift of singleness 

 Coveteousness / Greed shows we are not satisfied in or comfortable 
THANKFUL for the level of wealth / material blessing He has blessed us with 

  Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, (James 1:9 NKJ) 



 Replace filthy speech with thanks and praise to God – 
 
Consider when God confronted David about adultery and murder, He emphasized 
David’s lack of appreciation and thankfulness to God for all God had given Him – 
(see 2 Samuel 12:1-13) 
Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel:`I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of 
Saul. 8 `I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your 
keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been 
too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 `Why have you 
despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have 
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your 
wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. (2 
Samuel 12:7-9 NKJ) 
 

III. We gain victory over these sins by REALIZING / 
Thinking, these sins are characteristic of the 
damned, those on a fast track to Hell … these sins 
have no place in the life of those destined for God’s 
Kingdom – 

For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, 
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be 
partakers with them. (Ephesians 5:5-7 NKJ) 
 

1. Paul tells us what we already know sinners, filthy unrepentant sinners do 
not inherit God’s Kingdom! 
Important facts: 
A. We all sin , Christ forgives sin –  

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 NKJ) 
 

B. Yet, grace is NEVER an excuse or license for sin  -  
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? (Romans 
6:1-2 NKJ) 



C. Sin is always dangerous, yes David repented yet not without great 
consequence to his family, his witness and his leadership as king in Israel 
 

Demas who is at first a friend of Paul and the faith – Colossians 4:14 
Later because of sin, love for the world, seems to forsake Paul and the faith – 2 
Timothy 4:10; Judas is another example of this … 
 

2. Let no one deceive you about this, false prophets will allow or even 
encourage SIN – Revelation 2:14-16; 2:20-23 
 

3. Do not be partakers with the world in its sinful self indulgence – Ephesians 
5:7 
Therefore do not be partakers with them. (Ephesians 5:7 NKJ) 

 
A. The wrath of God is coming upon them – 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. (Ephesians 5:6 NKJ) 

B. God is serious in regard to the wrath He will bring against sinners – 
Revelation 14:9-12 

 
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone 
worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead 
or on his hand, 10 "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 "And the smoke of their torment 
ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship 
the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 12 

Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. (Revelation 14:9-12 NKJ) 

C. Flee to Christ / Flee from sin! 
 

           Arnold A. Brevick


