
 “A Glimpse of Glory” 
Luke 9:27-37 

 
"But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death 

till they see the kingdom of God." 28 Now it came to pass, about eight days 

after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on 

the mountain to pray. 29  As He prayed, the appearance of His face was 

altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 30 And behold, two men 

talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and 

spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 

But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were 

fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. 33 

Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, 

"Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one 

for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah "-- not knowing what he said. 34 

While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they 

were fearful as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" 36  When the voice had 

ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no one in 

those days any of the things they had seen. 37 Now it happened on the next 

day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a great multitude 

met Him. (Luke 9:27-37 NKJ) 

It is common today, when Christians have a special or even dynamic 
time or experience with God in His Word, in Prayer, or in Fellowship 

with other believers to refer to such an experience as a MOUNTAINTOP 

experience! 

I believe we call it such mostly because of this passage, and the other Gospel 

accounts describing Jesus’ transfiguration – they were on a Mountain / Praying… 

Peter speaks for all of us who have had even a little taste of such an experience 

when he says to Jesus – 



"Master, it is good for us to be here”  Like Peter we want to STAY in such a 

place yet the cares of this sinful world, and even our call to follow Jesus mean we 

do not stay on the mountain! 

We occasionally get a glimpse of glory ---- 

12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 

part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. (1Co 13:12 NKJ) 

Part of this glory is a glory that was seen before - 

 

I. A glory that had been seen before, the Shekinah 
Glory – 

1. The Shekinah Glory represented God’s presence, and by it God led His 
people - 

And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the 
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by 
day and night. (Exodus 13:21 NKJ) 
 

2. Moses experienced (close up) and reflected this glory - 
 
And he said, "Please, show me Your glory." (Exodus 33:18 NKJ) 
 
Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the 
two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses' hand when he came down 
from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone while he talked with Him. (Exodus 34:29 NKJ) 
 

3. This Glory filled the Tabernacle and Temple – 
Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the 
tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34-35 NKJ) 
 
And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that 
the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could not 
continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD 
filled the house of the LORD. (1 Kings 8:10-11 NKJ) 



 
4. When God’s people rebelled from Him His glory left – 

Then the glory of the LORD departed from the threshold of the temple 
and stood over the cherubim. 19 And the cherubim lifted their wings 
and mounted up from the earth in my sight. When they went out, the 
wheels were beside them; and they stood at the door of the east gate 
of the LORD'S house, and the glory of the God of Israel was above 
them. (Ezekiel 10:18-19 NKJ) 
 
And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and 
stood on the mountain, which is on the east side of the city. (Ezekiel 
11:23 NKJ) 
 
By the time of Jesus Christ the Shekinah Glory had not been seen in Israel in 660 
years. 
 
Yet, here this cloud of Glory reappears – 
34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; 
and they were fearful as they entered the cloud.  35 And a voice came 
out of the cloud, (Luke 9:34-35 NKJ) 
 

Jesus Himself is our LIGHT, our Pillar of Fire by night to lead us through this dark 
world - 
 
You, LORD, are seen face to face and Your cloud stands above them, and 
You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 
(Number 14:14 NKJ) 
 
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He 
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." (John 
8:12 NKJ) 
 

II. Yet here we also see a NEW GLORY, Jesus’ Glory is 
a pre-cloud, intrinsic Glory – 
 

1. Notice Jesus’ glory is revealed BEFORE the Shekinah cloud – 
  As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe 
became white and glistening. (Luke 9:29 NKJ) 



 
and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
His clothes became as white as the light. (Matthew 17:2 NKJ) 
 
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them 
up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured 
before them. 3  His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like 
snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. (Mark 9:2-3 
NKJ) 
 

A. Note Jesus’ glory is display before Moses and Elijah appear – 
And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 
(Luke 9:30 NKJ) 
 

B. Before the cloud – Luke 9:34-35 
 

2. Note, Jesus is talking with Moses and Elijah and the subject matter is His 
death, His Exodus which would be accomplished in Jerusalem – 

who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:31 NKJ) 
 

A. He had spoken to His disciples about this already – 
saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
the third day." (Luke 9:22 NKJ) 
 

B. We know from the Gospel of Matthew this topic of teaching / discussion 
was not immediately well received by Christ’s disciples – 

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must 
go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 
 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far 
be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" 
 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an 
offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 
things of men."  (Matthew 16:21-23 NKJ) 
 

C. Note, those already in glory, in this case Moses and Elijah, seem to know, 
the value of Christ’s cross … they are talking about it with Jesus! 



 
3. Note, Peter and the others seem not to understand this, but, they know it is 

“good.” 
32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they 
were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with 
Him. 
 33 Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to 
Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three 
tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah "-- not 
knowing what he said.   (Luke 9:32-33 NKJ) 
 

How was it that Peter was in this circumstance - “not knowing what he said”? 
 

A. Sleepy for a while 
B. Awake 
C. The big thing, Peter was not realizing the SUPERIORITY of Jesus over Moses 

and Elijah – Luke 9:33-34 
 

III. See here, the Word of God powerful for all of us – 
 
While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and 
they were fearful as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of 
the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" (Luke 9:34-35 
NKJ) 
 

1. Moses and Elijah were / are symbolic representatives of the Old Testament, 
the LAW and the PROPHETS – There presence here hints at the Word of God 
 

2. Christ is greater – 
A. They saw His miracles: 

 He rebuked the wind and the waves calming the sea – Luke 8:22-25 

 He cast out a legion of demons – Luke 8:26-39 

 He healed the woman with a twelve year issue of blood; He raised Jairus’ 
daughter from the dead –Luke 8:40-56 

 He fed the 5,000 
 

B. His disciples knew He was the Christ, the Son of God – Luke 9:20 



  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and 
said, "The Christ of God." (Luke 9:20 NKJ) 
 

C. Now, God tells them, while they are beholding His glory - 
"This is My beloved Son” Luke 9:35 

 

3. Yet He also says “Hear Him!” – Luke 9:35 This is My beloved Son. 

Hear Him!" (Luke 9:35 
 

A. This is always what God taught – 
NKJ  Deuteronomy 4:1 "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the 

judgments which I teach you to observe (Deuteronomy 4:1 NKJ) 
 
6 "Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your wisdom and 

your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all 

these statutes,  (Deuteronomy 4:6 NKJ) 
 

B. This is what Jesus had been teaching – 
18 "Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more 

will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to 
have will be taken from him." (Luke 8:18 NKJ) 
 
21 But He answered and said to them, "My mother and My brothers are 

these who hear the word of God and do it." (Luke 8:21 NKJ) 

 
C. This is how Peter applies this event to his readers – 

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eyewitnesses of His majesty.   17 For He received from God the 
Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the 
Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."   
18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were 

with Him on the holy mountain.   19 And so we have the prophetic 
word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 

that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts;  20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of 



Scripture is of any private interpretation,  21 for prophecy never 

came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:16-21 NKJ) 
 

This hearing God’s Word, studying God’s Word, this hearing a doing God’s Word is 

to be our DAILY DELIGHT --- even when we are not on the Mountain Top … 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. (James 1:22 NKJ) 

           Arnold A. Brevick


