
 ““A Cross-Eyed View of Motherhood” 
John 19:25-27 

 

I. See Mary from Simeon’s prophetic viewpoint as a 
soul pierced by a sword of sorrow – 

Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, 
this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign which will be spoken against 35 "(yes, a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed." (Luke 2:34-35 NKJ) 

1. Mary seems to have had a taste of this even before Simeon’s prophecy – 
Luke 2:8 she laid “her firstborn” “in a manger” “because there was no room for 
them in the inn.  Mary did not live a privileged life (at least not materially) because 
her Son was God’s Son. 

 
2. She saw fulfillment of Simeon’s prophecy EARLY in  Jesus’ life– 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 14 When he arose, he took 
the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 
(Matthew 2:13-14 NKJ) 
 

3. Yet, Herod was just the first of many to seek Mary’s Son’s life, if Mary stood 
at the cross she surely had heard the shouts of the crowd – 

But they shouted, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" (Luke 23:21 
NKJ) 
 

4. We don’t know the fullness of Mary’s sorrow – 
yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also – Luke 2:35 
 

II. See Mary’s silent sorrow – 
1. We know she was sorrowful – Luke 2:35 

 
yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also – Luke 2:35 
 



 
2. Yet, we don’t know if she said a thing, we are not told of her crying, 

etc… 
 

III. See Mary standing –  
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus 
therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing 
by … (John 19:25-26 NKJ) 
 

1. Not all were standing – 
NKJ  Mark 14:27 Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to 
stumble because of Me this night, for it is written:`I will strike the 
Shepherd, And the sheep will be scattered.'   (Mar 14:27 NKJ) 
 

2. Mary was – 
NKJ  Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. 
 

3. Mary was not standing alone – 
Her sister, two other Mary(s) and the disciple whom Jesus love John – 
 

A. Our ability to stand in difficult situations is often owed to friends –  
But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, 
one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun. (Exodus 17:12 NKJ) 
 

B. Trying circumstances tend to show us our friends – 
Mary was not mentioned among His disciples before - 
47 Then one said to Him, "Look, Your mother and Your brothers are 
standing outside, seeking to speak with You."  48 But He answered 
and said to the one who told Him, "Who is My mother and who are My 
brothers?"  49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and 
said, "Here are My mother and My brothers!  50 "For whoever does the 
will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother."  
(Mat 12:47-50 NKJ) 



 
5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him. (John 7:5 NKJ) 
 

IV. See our sinless Savior setting an example, even on 
the cross He is honoring His mother – 

"Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD your God is giving you. (Exodus 20:12 NKJ) 

1. As a child, even though He was and is God, as a human being He obeyed His 
parents – 

Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:51 
NKJ) 

2. Even dying on the cross, He is mindful of His mother’s needs – 
When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He 
loved standing by, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold your son!" 

27 Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that 
hour that disciple took her to his own home. (John 19:26-27 NKJ) 
 

V. See Jesus’ soft heart toward His scandalized and 
yet seeking disciple – 

1. John like the other disciples had stumbled – 
27 Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble 
because of Me this night, for it is written:`I will strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep will be scattered.' (Mar 14:27 NKJ) 
 
4624 σκανδαλίζω skandalizo {skan-dal-id'-zo} ("scandalize")  
Meaning:  1) to put a stumbling block or impediment in the way, upon 
which another may trip and fall, metaph. to offend 1a) to entice to sin 
1b) to cause a person to begin to distrust and desert one whom he 
ought to trust and obey 1b1) to cause to fall away 1b2) to be offended 
in one, i.e. to see in another what I disapprove of and what hinders me 
from acknowledging his authority 1b3) to cause one to judge 
unfavourably or unjustly of another 1c) since one who stumbles or 
whose foot gets entangled feels annoyed 1c1) to cause one 
displeasure at a thing 1c2) to make indignant 1c3) to be displeased, 
indignant  
 



2. Peter is more famous for stumbling – 
74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, "I do not know the Man!" 
Immediately a rooster crowed.  75 And Peter remembered the word of 
Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny 
Me three times." So he went out and wept bitterly.  (Mat 26:74-1 NKJ) 
 

3. John seems to come back earliest among the apostles to Christ, here 
standing by the cross, and Jesus rewards him here by trusting to His care – 
Mary. 

 

VI. See Jesus as the Servant of Isaiah 52 & 53 dealing 
prudently –  

Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and 
extolled and be very high. 14 Just as many were astonished at you, So 
His visage was marred more than any man, And His form more than 
the sons of men; 15 So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall 
shut their mouths at Him; For what had not been told them they shall 
see, And what they had not heard they shall consider. (Isaiah 52:13-15 
NKJ) 

1. John was the perfect young man to care for Jesus’ mother 
2. Mary would be the right influence on the prophet and apostle John 

 

VII. See the Sweetness of new relationships we have in 
Christ, we are spiritual brothers, sisters, fathers 
and mothers – 

Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that 
hour that disciple took her to his own home. (John 19:27 NKJ) 
 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb. 2 Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to 
the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have 
taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid Him." 3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and 
were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran together, and the other 
disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping 
down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not 



go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief 
that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 
folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 
came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9 For as 
yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the 
dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. (John 
20:1-10 NKJ) 
 

1. After Mary Magdalene Peter  and John were the first to go to the empty 
tomb – 

2. John – John 20:8 is the first said to believe 
3. John went home, where Mary probably was and told of his faith Jesus had 

risen! 
4. What a joy they surely SHARED! 
5. What we have too – 

28 Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed 
You." 
 29 So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's,  30 "who shall 
not receive a hundredfold now in this time-- houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions-- and 
in the age to come, eternal life.   (Mar 10:28-30 NKJ) 
 

           Arnold A. Brevick


