
1 Samuel 7 

In chapter 6, we read that two milk cows took the ARK of God back to Israel.  They did 

this, against nature, and exact obedience to God’s will.  They brought with the ark, golden 

tumors and golden rats, which were trespass offerings from the Philistines; for the Philistines 

were repentant in regard to stealing the ark.  Now, the Israelites had lost the ark because of 

SIN!  Especially the grave sins of the Priests, Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas who were making 

mere meals out of God’s offerings … yet not necessarily ONLY their sin. 

Now, these men had died, the ARK had returned, the ark stopped by a large rock and 

they sacrificed the cows there to God.  The Israelites rejoiced to have God’s FAVOR back with 

them, yet, they looked into the ARK and many more Israelites died because of that!   

What was WRONG?  Was not God favoring them?  Looking into the Ark / showing 

disrespect for it --- Was a kind of showing disrespect for God, which was akin (the same kind, if 

not degree) of sin that Hophni and Phinehas displayed when they were treating God’s offerings 

with distain. 

God was favoring Israel!  So much so that He was not even going to let them start again 

with the SAME pattern of sin – 

I. Bring the Ark to a better place, giving it more honorable treatment – 

The men of Kirjath-jearim cheerfully bring it among them, v. 1.  

(1.) They provided a proper place to receive it. …. Best house / high place (2.) They provided a 

proper person to attend it: They sanctified Eleazar his son to keep it; not the father, either 

because he was aged and infirm, or because he had the affairs of his house and family to 

attend, from which they would not take him off. But the son, who, it is probable, was a very 

pious devout young man, and zealously affected towards the best things. His business was to 

keep the ark, not only from being seized by malicious Philistines, but from being touched or 

looked into by too curious Israelites. He was to keep the room clean and decent in which the ark 

was, that, though it was in an obscure place, it might not look like a neglected thing, which no 

man looked after. … Matthew Henry 

 

II. They took a first step toward real repentance – :2b 

1. True godly sorrow is inward –  

A. From the heart - Acts 2:37 

B. And about heart sins – Genesis 6:5; Mathew 15:19; Romans 7:23 

 

2. True sorrow is real, it is for the sin, not the punishment, their lamenting was “after the 

LORD” 

 



III. They listened to and applied the WORDS of Samuel (God’s Word) – :3-4 

1. Note this was something everyone did – 

No one is singled out like Achan –This is the MORE usual case; it is usually more than one person 

who has sinned – Here it was! 

2. This is something EVERYONE did wholeheartedly – 

God accepts nothing less –  (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NKJ) " (Revelation 3:14-21 NKJ) 

Get rid of idols / Idols are not only statues, many things can be idols, they are not always 

obviously sinful 

They are anything that takes your heart from God – 

Repentance is to leave, the sins you loved before and show that you in earnest grieve 

by doing so no more – 

IV. They gathered together, they depended upon God, they WON! :5-17  

1. Fasted - :6  

2. Confessed sin as a group - :6  

 3. They called upon Samuel to pray without ceasing! - :7-8 

4. Samuel was faithful offering up a lamb, a type of Christ Who died for our sins - :9 

5. The Philistines are defeated -:10-17 

 


