
1 John 1 

:1 “That” – Who or What is “That” which starts this book?   What clues do we see? 

“from the beginning” the Greek term here for beginning  “arche” means the very 

beginning, the FIRST, the Original, even the Source of everything else – compare 

this verse to the first verse of John 1. 

Heard, seen, looked upon (meaning focused continuous observance), our hands 

have handled, (John tells them OUR VERY OWN HANDS TOUCHED) – the Word of 

life --- again compare to John 1:1-5 

:2 “Manifested” means clearly made known … notice again he says “we have 

seen.”  We bear witness (martureo).  This Greek word for witness in English is 

Martyr --- it means simply to bear witness.  Yet, in those days when someone 

spoke up or witnessed about Jesus Christ, that person more often than not was 

killed for such a testimony.  So much so, that today the word carries with it the 

idea of dying for a cause. 

:3 What was John’s purpose in speaking so much about what they had seen and 

heard?  What is fellowship, in general?  What is fellowship with the Father and His 

Son Jesus Christ?  Have you experience this “fellowship” with God? 

:4 What is another purpose of John’s writing?  What is full joy?  How is this full joy 

John is writing about different from fun or happiness or less than full joy? 

:5 How LIGHT is God? 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

(James 1:17 NKJ) 

Compare this verses to John 1:4-9; John 8:12 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 6 There was a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to 

bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not 



that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true 

Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. (John 1:4-9 

NKJ) 

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He 

who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." (John 

8:12 NKJ) 

:6-7 Discuss walking in light vs. walking in darkness.  Discuss natural, 

physical darkness and light.  Discuss spiritual and moral darkness and 

light. 

Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at 

first He lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And 

afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in darkness 

Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of 

death, Upon them a light has shined. (Isaiah 9:1-2 NKJ)   

Consider reading Isaiah 9:1-7 this OT passage was speaking about Christ 

as Light! 

Discuss fellowship in terms of light and darkness?   

What does the blood of Jesus do?  How many sins can His blood cleanse?   

:8-10 Can any of us say that we have not sinned? 

What happens if we confess our sins? 

What happens if we deny our sins?  
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