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From the Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 
How should a Christian view the abortion issue? Some would say, “Well, 
that depends.” Does it depend on your view of  human life? The right to 

privacy? Women’s rights? Paternal rights? Or, how about the rights of  the unborn? 
Maybe it’s a separation of  church and state matter? 

I believe the proper Christian perspective on this issue depends completely on one's 
view of  the Scriptures and their understanding of  how God defines and defends 
human life. The other issues (viability, rights, personhood, etc.) should be seen in 
subordination to the Scriptures. Yes, the nitty-gritty issues matter (and they matter 
much!), but they cannot stand over or against the Bible. 

Is the Bible God’s word? Does it have authority? Does the Bible speak accurately or 
is it culturally-conditioned literature that cannot possibly speak into the twenty-first 
century? If  one holds the Bible to be the the written word of  God and that it 
authoritatively speaks on all matters of  salvation, worship, life, and faith (beliefs), 
then they should arrive at a pro-life position. It may take time, study, and maturity in 
the faith to do so. God will hold us accountable for what we do with his revealed will.  

The confusion in our broader culture on the issue of  life is understandable. We are 
living in a time of  unrestraint, especially sexually. We are entitled, wealthy, and self-
indulgent. The virtues upon which our nation was founded are now taboo. Vices are 
now celebrated, praised, and forced upon us. Tolerance is the greatest virtue, so long 
as you don’t tolerate Christians and their biblical values. 

The confusion among professing Christians is alarming. Professing Christians are 
confused on the matter of  abortion because they are confused about the Bible and 
what authority it carries in what it teaches. Good research and polling shows that 
Christians of  all stripes (Catholic, Protestant, Mainline, and Evangelical) believe that 
abortion should be legal in all or most cases at a range of  33% to 60%, depending 
on their tradition’s stance on Scripture. This means that people who claim faith in 
Jesus Christ and at some level believe the Bible to have some authority, hold that it is 
okay to abort a pre-born child. Those who claim to be non-religious, Christian or 
otherwise, poll at 73% in favor of  abortion in most or all cases. The gap is not far off  
between mainline protestants (63%) and the non-religious (73%). 

Consider the first chapter of  Genesis, verses 26-27, as God defines life. We are 
image bearers of  the Great Creator. We have the capacity to know things, to 
have morals, and to become holy, as Christ is holy and as we live victoriously in the 
Spirit. And we are made princes over all God has made. (Psalm 8) We have been 
delegated the fine job of  caring for his creation. The crown of  God’s creation we 
are, and what a task we have! From long ago, God knew each of  his own, and each is 
special. (Psalm 139) We live to “glorify and enjoy Him forever.” 

Human life defended looks like this: God says that man made in his image is special. 
When God covenants with Noah after the flood has subsided, he says, “Whoever 
sheds the blood of  man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of  God has 
God made man.” (Gen. 9:6) God takes seriously the taking of  life that he created 
and blessed—the 6th commandment demands it. Further in the Old Testament, 
God’s laws protect his people Israel from murderers. They must be purged from the 
community! (Deut. 19) A murderer must be put to death, Numbers 35 tells us, 
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because one who commits such a crime against God’s creation pollutes the rest of  
Israel. Jesus, Paul, and James each quote the OT commandment, “Do not murder.” 
And so God defends human life with a heavy and strong hand. His most significant 
creation, man in his image, is protected by a dignity that no other part of  his work was 
given. This is our great safety net—the image of  God!  Human life is sacred as 
defined by its author, it is to be protected above all else, and is only to be controlled by 
God. He gives life and takes it. 

Human life denied is characterized by our society, politics, and the abortion industry.  
Yes, industry.  Their definitions of  life:  “life is a choice,”  “life is defined by quality,”  
“life is defined by each individual,” “an inconvenience or mistake.”  And our culture 
throws God’s greatest piece of  art back into his face.  Without a view of  the 
image of  God in man, human life becomes irrelevant.  RU-486, Abortion on Demand, 
Partial Birth Abortion, Euthanasia, Dr. Kevorkian, “pull the plug,” and the like.  Man is 
redefining life.  Man decides when life ends. 

Take heed dear folks.  Life is to be defined God’s way.  The Psalmist writes, “For with 
you is the fountain of  life; in your light we see light.”  (36:9)  We live because God gave 
us life, we know because God is true light, and we live eternally and are forgiven of  the 
most heinous sins—even abortion, through the Son of  God, the Christ, who gave his 
life that we might have life.  Christian, live well with the dignity God has given you.  
Protect life, respect it, and do not weary in keeping true to God’s definition of  life
—for we “are fearfully and wonderfully made” by the God of  Creation.  
(Psalm 139) 

"But as much as abortion has been indefensible on constitutional grounds, the real 

monstrosity of Roe was not legal but moral. For 50 years the two sides of  the debate have 

been called “pro-choice” and “pro-life,” and those are accurate labels. The ability to freely 

terminate a pregnancy—at any point in the pregnancy and for any reason—is certainly 

about the right to make a choice. But that invented constitutional right has been, even 

more fundamentally, about the ending of  life…Everyone with eyes to see the literal 

pictures of  beating hearts and 4D ultrasounds, not to mention the gruesome photos of  

preborn children torn limb from limb, has known that we are talking about life. The 

newborn baby lovingly cuddled for the first time and welcomed into the world with tears 

of  joy is the same child who has been denied a right to live a few inches away on the other 

side of  the birth canal. Father, forgive us, for we know what we do.”  Read more from 
Dr. Kevin deYoung, “Let the Little Children Come to Me”  kevindeyoung.org 
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