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From the Pastor 
 

Dear Church Family, 

When God made the world and everything in it (see Genesis 1-2), he labored for six 
days. He took what was formless and void; and formed and filled it. On the seventh 
day he rested. 

We know that God is mighty and able to do all things. He could have made the 
world and all that is in it in a fraction of  a moment. God did not need to rest. He 
was not tired or weary or emotionally spent after the work of  creation. 

Why six days of  work? Why a day of  rest to follow? 

We are made in God’s image. Our lives are to reflect him in our character, work, and 
love. In creation and rest, he has set an example for us to follow. Our calling is to 
work six days and to rest one whole day. 

The seventh day of  rest, commonly called the Sabbath, is established in Genesis as 
what we call a creation ordinance. Like worship, work, marriage, family, and other 
basic institutions in this world, these ordinances continue to be duties of  mankind 
today. 

Further emphasis is placed on Sabbath keeping when in the two occurrences of  the 
Ten Commandments (Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5) we see that the moral law 
places a premium on Sabbath keeping. Two reasons are given. First, God rested after 
the work of  creation and we are to imitate this rest after a week of  labors. Second, 
the salvation God provided to enslaved Israelites is a rest from the tyranny of  forced 
labor with impossible output goals. 

Many of  us enjoy an afternoon nap. I try to get one each Sunday and I bet some of  
you take a siesta every day. Many of  us fought naps when we were small children. I 
think our use of  the Sabbath, or lack thereof, is much like the forced naps of  our 
childhoods. Our parents, who know best, insist that we rest. Our God, who knows 
best, insists that we rest. In both cases, we often protest! 

So, why is the gift of  Sabbath unused today? I think the simple answer is because 
God’s people, due to sin, have always fought against it. A cruise through the 
indictments of  God in the Old Testament will show us that Sabbath-breaking has 
been a repeat offense. It’s not unique to America in the 20th and 21st centuries. 
God’s sabbath gift is not a delight (Isaiah 58) and we have allowed it to become a 
common day, one of  personal pleasure. 

Jesus calls weary people to himself, offering rest (Matthew 11:28) from their endless 
and fruitless labors towards salvation. Only Jesus can save! We must rest in him alone 
for salvation. He does the work and we do the resting! 

The market day of  the soul, as our Puritan forbears called Sundays, is a day to cease 
labors, recreations, and worries and enter into the presence of  God for fellowship, 
worship, instruction, and grace. We do well when follow the pattern of  Psalm 92, 
which calls us to worship the Lord in the morning and evening. This is a good 
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JUNE 

26 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM, Ice Cream 
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JULY               
                
3 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper
—11 AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 
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Day Morning Worship—11 AM, 
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24 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

31 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
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Lunch—12:15 PM, Fellowship Hall, 
Evening Worship—6 PM        
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14 Ice Cream Social—7 PM, 🍦  
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practice for Sunday with the church and everyday in your own life. 

I hope you will take advantage of  a weekly rest from the frenetic pace and incessant 
noise of  the world! Shut down your laptops, put your phone in the drawer, take a break 
from social media, leave the television off, clear your calendar, join the fellowship of  the 
saints and enter into the great weekly dialogue of  worship with God. 

Wednesday Nights at First - 7 PM - Fellowship Hall  
A Study of Genesis 

Ice Cream Social🍦  
following evening worship Sunday, June 26 at 7 PM 

“One of  the mottos of  the Reformation was Post tenebras lux—“after 
darkness, light.” They were referring to the recovery of  the gospel after a 
period wherein it was obscured by the medieval Roman Catholic Church. 
Superstition, false teaching, and corruption had drawn a curtain over the 
glorious refulgence of  the good news of  the person and work of  Christ, 
but during the sixteenth century, that curtain had been drawn back, and 

the light shone once again…”  —Kevin D. Gardner 
Read more at tabletalkmagazine.com  
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17 Wayne Dieball & Jondeen Terry 
24 Macon Baird & Carolyn Crotts 

31 Martha Ann Crotts & Sandy Johnson 
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5 Audrey Snow 

16 Jondeen Terry 

18 Ferald Mann 

24 Patrick Crotts 

24 Sandy Johnson 

30 Laurie Isley 

ANNIVERSARIES	  

JULY 

10 Judy & Charlie Murphy 

“But the people of  Israel broke 
faith in regard to the devoted 
things...And the anger of  the 

LORD burned against the people 
of  Israel.” 

Joshua 7:1, ESV 

newly refurbished Sanctuary doors 

✦ STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT ✦ 

Tithes & Offerings 6/19/21	 	             $     4,262.98 
Year To Date 2022 Giving		 	           $ 	119,545.79 
25 Week Average		 	 	           $     4,781.83          
Weekly 2022 Budget Needs	 	           $     4,288.22 
Legacy Fund	 	 	 	           $ 125,243.53 
Sanctuary Fund                 		             	            $   87,690.00  

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
may be mailed to  

First A.R.P. Church 
2250 Saddle Club Road 
Burlington, NC 272715.
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