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From the Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 
As the year winds down, allow me to place before you a few reminders, as 
well as point out a few new year items. 

Our church operates our fiscal year with the calendar year. As we near the end of 
2021, a word of thanks is due for your generosity to our general fund needs. Way 
to go and keep it up! The Session and treasurers are able to see on a week-to-
week basis the Lord’s faithfulness and we constantly rejoice at his goodness 
through your gifts. All year-end giving needs to be received in-hand or dated and 
postmarked by December 31, 2021. There are two Sundays remaining for offerings 
in morning worship and we do check the mail daily at the church building. Giving 
envelopes for 2022 are being distributed on Sundays in-person and will otherwise 
be mailed to homes in the days to come. 

Because our cash flow at year-end is healthy and due to anticipated supply issues 
and price increases, the Session has determined to replace our oldest HVAC 
system in the choir wing behind the Sanctuary. This unit dates back to 1994 and 
has needed repairs of late. This unit will be replaced at a cost of $8,500 in the 
next week and the expense will be covered by excess cash in our general fund. 
Note that we won’t be utilizing savings or legacy funds for this project! Praise the 
Lord for your generosity and the opportunity to be good, wise stewards of the 
Lord’s resources. We also anticipate an updated system will be more efficient and 
provide future savings on energy costs. 

Be sure to visit the Resource Room on the main education hallway and pick up a 
Bible Reading Plan for 2022. We have several options for daily through-the-Bible 
reading.  You may also visit Ligonier Bible Reading Plans for several options that 
serve different reading styles and needs. Our church subscription to Tabletalk 
Magazine will be increased for the month of February. Our January issues are 
nearly gone, so be sure to pick up your copy this Sunday. Be sure to visit 
tabletalkmagazine.com to read online, to subscribe and have mailed to your 
home, or to sign-up to receive their e-mail updates and articles. 

Wednesday Ladies’ Bible Study and Wednesday Night Bible Study will both 
resume on January 12. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you this Lord’s Day as we consider Predestination in 

Sunday School, The New Life in morning worship, and continue our studies in Jude 

in the evening. We will also be welcoming Patricia and Jack McFadyen into our 

fellowship! 

EVENTS              
………………………………………………………… 

      

DECEMBER  

19 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship—11 
AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

20 Men’s Lunch—12 noon, 
Southbound Sandwich Works 

24 Christmas Eve Worship Service
—5 PM 

26  Sunday School—9:45 AM, The 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship—11 
AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

31 YEAR-END-GIVING postmarked 
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Men’s Lunch at 12 noon on Monday, December 20 at 
Southbound Sandwich Works 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

DECEMBER 24 AT 5 PM 

Take encouragement from Dr. R.C. Sproul’s devotional,  
“Receiving Joy and Strength” 

“We live as if  it would not have been better for Jesus to leave. [But] they 
[the disciples] were not despondent over the departure of  Jesus. They 
‘returned to Jerusalem with great joy' (Luke 24:52). ‘If  I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you…’ As the invested King of  kings, 
Jesus had the authority together with the Father to send His Holy Spirit 
in a new and powerful way upon the church. Jesus spoke of  a certain 
necessity of  His leaving in order for the Spirit to come.  The second 
obvious change in the lives of  the disciples was in their spiritual 
strength. After Pentecost, they were different people. No longer did 
they flee like sheep without a shepherd. Instead, they turned the world 
upside down…because they fully understood two simple things: the 
“where” and the “why” of  Jesus’ departure.” 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS  for DECEMBER & JANUARY 
19 Mandy Crotts & Jondeen Terry 
26 Hannah Baird & Darrell Plyter 

2 Macon Baird & Anne Garner 
9 Hannah Baird & Jeff  Holt 

16 Mandy Crotts & Sandy Johnson 
23 Carolyn Crotts & Jondeen Terry 
30 Mandy Crotts & Darrell Plyter 
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER    

16 Judy Murphy 

16 Cynthia Ward 

24 Charlie Murphy 

27 Caroline Baird 

27 Kathryn Crotts 

30 Mandy Crotts 

30 June Little 

31 Matt Erb 

31 Kristen Snow 

ANNIVERSARIES  

DECEMBER   
22 Kathy & Larry Isley 

26 Sheila & Robert Ector 

“Now I want to remind you, 
although you once fully knew it, 
that Jesus, who saved a people out 
of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed those who did not 
believe.” 

  Jude 5, ESV 

YEAR-END-GIVING must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2021, 
to receive credit for 2021. 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings 12/12/21 $     4,952.33       
	           	           Year To Date 2021 Giving    $ 228,193.45 
	 	        	           50 Week Average    $     4,563.86          
          	 	         Weekly 2021 Budget Needs    $     4,234.00 
                                   	                 Legacy Fund    $ 107,054.53 	                        
	                                         Sanctuary Fund    $   81,069.00  

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
may be mailed to  
First A.R.P. Church 

2250 Saddle Club Road 
Burlington, NC 272715
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