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From the Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 
How is your prayer life? 
The question is meant to encourage you, to prod you towards a deeper 
walk with the Lord. 

 Let me suggest that we work towards being particular in our prayers. 
Following the acrostic A.C.T.S. (adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and 
supplication), let’s see how to be more particular in prayer. 
 When you attend a sporting event, it’s helpful to have a program. In it you 
find the player’s names, numbers, and other information. This knowledge helps 
you cheer (or, adore) better. Adoration comes from knowing who God is, what 
God has done, and what God is yet do do as promised. When you read through 
the Psalms, you will find various calls to sing, praise, adore, worship, and so on. 
Then, after the call to worship, you will will find the word “for”. After the “for” you 
see reasons for worshipping the Lord. The Sabbath Psalm (92) says, “It is good to 
give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name.” The reasons? “For you, O 
LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands I sing for joy.” 
In your adoration, list the works of God - creator, sustainer, Lord, savior. List works 
close to you - the full moon, rain, your grandchild, Jesus saving you, the church, 
and more. 
 See, better richer prayers already. And three more categories to go! 
 Our Westminster Confession of Faith (chapter 25.5) says regarding 
confession of sin, “Men ought not to content themselves with a general 
repentance, but it is every man's duty to endeavor to repent of his particular sins, 
particularly.” Our Sunday evening studies in Daniel revealed this when we 
covered chapter 9. Daniel understands that he and God’s people are in exile 
because they persisted in their sin. God had warned them to repent and had sent 
prophets to exhort them to return to him. Their failure to listen resulted in the 
Babylonian captivity and destruction of their holy city, Jerusalem. Daniel’s 
repentance on behalf of the people of God was heard. His prayer of confession 
was not general but specific, and so ours ought to be. 
 The refrain from Johnson Oatman’s 1897 hymn is helpful in our particular 
thanksgiving. “Count your blessings; name them one by one. Count your 
blessings; see what God hath done.” If you read the stanzas of the hymn, he 
indicates that being particularly thankful helps us bear our crosses, manage our 
conflicts, bear our burdens, and get through discouragement. Make a list! 
Remember, our Lord says that pagans are full of ingratitude (Romans 1:21). Let the 
Lord know what he has done. 
 Several categories should be considered in our prayers of supplication. 
Personal needs, family, extended family, neighbors, friends, those outside of 

EVENTS              
…………………………………………………………  
SEPTEMBER 

22 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM, Conference 
Room; Wednesday Nights @ First—7 PM, 
Fellowship Hall             

26 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper—11 
AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

OCTOBER             
3 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s Day 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening Worship
—6 PM 

6 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM, Conference 
Room; Wednesday Nights @ First—7 PM, 
Fellowship Hall  

10 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

13 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM, Conference 
Room; Wednesday Nights @ First—7 PM, 
Fellowship Hall  

16 Fall Festival—4 PM 🍁  

17 Town Hall Meeting—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

20 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM, Conference 
Room; Wednesday Nights @ First—7 PM, 
Fellowship Hall  

24 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s 
Day Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

31 REFORMATION SUNDAY *    
Sunday School—9:45 AM, The Lord’s Day 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Annual 
Congregational Meeting—12:15 PM 
Evening Worship—6 PM 
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salvation, local mercy ministries, the church abroad, persecuted brothers & sisters, 
leaders (parents, government, elders), the advance of the kingdom of Christ, and 
the restraint of evil. There is plenty more to pray for, however, one principle should 
be kept in mind. Prayers in the Scripture seem to be more about spiritual things than 
the temporal. Paul does not pray for his itchy legs, but rather that the Gospel might 
speed ahead and be honored. (2 Thess. 3:1) Daily bread is requested of the Lord that 
we might have provisions for the spiritual journey, being able to proclaim Christ 
along the way. 
 A practical way to pray like this is to have a sheet of paper and pen handy when 
you read your Bible. Any time you read the Scriptures, there are always components 
of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication to be found. Write them 
down. Make them personal. Deepen your prayers. 
     The Lord bless you! 

	  

	WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST—7 PM, Fellowship Hall for a study of  GENESIS.   

The Ladies’ Morning Bible Study meets at 11 AM in the Conference Room! 

FALL FESTIVAL: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 at 4 PM OUTDOOR MUSIC, BBQ, GAMES 

TOWN HALL MEETING—9:45 AM, Sunday, October 17 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—12:15 PM, Sunday, October 31 

*The Reformation recognized that God’s Word is the ultimate authority in this world, 
and that the perfect life and sacrificial death of  Jesus Christ are the only answer for evil 
and the only basis on which sinners can stand before a holy God.  Sunday, October 31 
is REFORMATION SUNDAY. Visit here--reformation.ligonier.org for a brief  video and 
for more resources from Ligonier Ministries about this transformation from hate to love. 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS  for SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
26 Mandy Crotts & Darrell Plyter 
3 Mandy Crotts & Jondeen Terry 

10 Hannah Baird & Kathryn Crotts 
17 Sandy Johnson & Jeff  Holt 

24 Carolyn Crotts & Darrell Plyter 
31 Macon Baird & Anne Garner 
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BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER 

30 John Snow 

OCTOBER 

7 Becky Sneed 

8 Margie Mann 

11 Macon Baird 

14 Anne Garner 

19 Jay Snow 

20 Sue Holt 

22 Doug Hamilton 

25 Robert Ector 

30 Esther Plyter 

31 Jim Lynch 

ANNIVERSARIES  

OCTOBER 

2 Brenda & Frank Holland 

12 Katherine & Macon Baird 

“Fear not, Daniel, for from the 
first day that you set your heart to 
understand and humbled yourself 
before your God, your words have 
been heard, and I have come 
because of your words.”  

 Daniel 10:12, ESV 
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