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From the Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 

As we prepare to meet with the Lord on Sunday mornings and 
evenings in worship, I encourage you to prepare yourselves for these 
solemn occasions. 

Of course, set your alarm, make the coffee, find your Bible, lay aside 
your financial gift to the Lord, and make sure you know where your 
car keys are located. For those with families and little ones, your 
preparations require even more! 

More importantly, get yourselves prepared spiritually. Do so by 
remaining in the word and prayer all week. Take notes on Sundays so 
that you can continue on into the week remembering why we adore 
the Lord, why our confession of sin is needful, reasons for 
thanksgiving (daily bread & spiritual bread), and our needs to lay 
before God’s throne of grace. You can recite the creed from Sunday 
and call to mind its historic truths. The prayers of confession of sin 
can give the words to start our seasons of confession, to which we 
add our particular confession of our particular sins. 

Our God who made us, redeemed us, made us new, and who 
continues to work out our salvation until we enter heaven desires to 
meet with us weekly to establish us, comfort us, and conform us 
more into the image of his Son. These meetings with the Lord also 
serve as counter-measures as the devil, world, and our own sinful 
desires also seek to shape us and conform us into their ways. 

Each Wednesday, our newsletter and bulletins are available 
electronically. An e-mail is sent by early afternoon, containing links 
to our church website, as well as electronic files of these resources. 
We mail approximately thirty newsletters to the homes of members 
who don’t have electronic access. Those, Lord-willing arrive by the 
weekend. 

The reason we work so hard to communicate each week is surely to 
keep all up to speed on church life, ministry opportunities, and 
prayer needs. The most important reason is to give you a heads up 
on what’s coming in worship, to help you meet with the Lord in a 
prepared way. You can mark your Bible, look up hymns, and get into 
Sunday before the day arrives. 

I’m reading through my Bible in 2021 using the chronological plan. 
I’m in the thick of Exodus and the Lord’s redemption of Israel from 
Egypt. In chapter 19, we see that Israel is God’s “treasured 
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possession” whom he has “brought to himself” and they are to be a 
“kingdom of priests” and “a holy nation.” 

And when the Lord calls them into his presence for his word and 
worship, he requires of them a ceremonial cleansing, abstinence from 
various activities, a keeping of holy boundaries, and a consecration by 
the priests. 

We don’t worship at Mt. Sinai! But we’re not off the hook, for we 
worship at “Mount Zion and the heavenly city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem.” (Hebrews 12) 

Lord-willing, see you Sunday. Come prepared! 

Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study meets Wednesdays  

at 11 AM in the Conference Room to study the  
Westminster Confession of Faith. 

Wednesdays at First 
 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   

Join in for a pastor-led study on the book of Colossians.  

Men’s Lunch & Evening Gathering will be Monday, February 15 at 12 noon at 
Southbound Sandwich Works & 7 P.M. at First ARP.  The topic will be 
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15 Eli Mendiola

17 Karen Hoke
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FEBRUARY 

14 Maggie & Steven Mendiola

“Why is it that some 
Christians, although they hear 
many sermons, make but slow 
advances in the divine life? 
Because they neglect their 
closets, and do not thoughtfully 
meditate on God's Word. They 
love the wheat, but they do not 
grind it; they would have the 
corn, but they will not go forth 
into the fields to gather it; the 
fruit hangs upon the tree, but 
they will not pluck it; the water 
flows at their feet, but they will 
not stoop to drink it. From 
such folly deliver us, O 
Lord. . . .”    —C.H. Spurgeon
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