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From the Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 

I can remember the first time I read the Bible through completely. I 
had read bits and pieces of the whole Scripture over my early years and 
heard sermons or teachings on a good portion of it over twenty-some years 
of church attendance. Reading the whole Bible over the summer of 2001 was 
a treat! 

I can remember the joy of God creating a beautiful world, the sadness of 
Adam & Eve’s fall in to sin, and the sinister work of Satan to make the world 
a dark place. And dark he did make it—Cain killed his brother Abel, wicked 
cities rose up in arrogance, and Moses records (Genesis 6:5) “The LORD saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

All was not darkness and gloom! Adam and Eve’s shame was covered by God 
with the skins of animals. Noah found favor in God’s sight and escaped the 
flood in an ark. And some in the world did not ignore the LORD or fail to 
give him thanks; they called on the name of God and served him. 

These are only the first handfuls of Bible chapters! The rest of the story of 
God’s creation, our fall, and Jesus’ work of redemption continues in the 
pages of the Bible. We read of Abraham’s faith, Moses leading the Israelites 
from bondage in Egypt, the settling of the Promise Land, the tabernacle, 
kings, the temple, and a whole host of prophets calling God’s children to 
faithfulness. 

Also, we find God’s judgment in his children’s exile to foreign lands, the 
destruction of beautiful Jerusalem, and the removal of both God’s voice and 
presence. 

The highlight of the Bible is Jesus’ entrance into the world. He came to his 
own who had rejected him. He came to show the world what his wonderful 
creation could be like as he healed the sick, cast out demons, and gave his 
own life as a satisfaction for our sins. 

We sing, “No more let sin and sorrow grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; He 
comes to make his blessings flow Far as the curse is found.” 

I hope you will do two things that will bless your walk with the Lord: First, 
come to this Sunday’s Lessons & Carols service at 6 PM in the Sanctuary. We 
will read and sing through the Biblical story of redemption. Second, I hope 
you will pick up a read-through-the-Bible plan for 2021. There are several 
ways you can accomplish this: Go to this website and choose the plan that 
works for you.  Or use the plan in each monthly edition of the Tabletalk 
devotionals provided by the church (we can mail a copy to you if you’ll 
request it). Some of you tech-savvy folk may use the Ligonier app, or some 
other resources you’ve found. 

Grace to you this Christmas season! 

EVENTS              
………………………………………………………… 

DECEMBER 

9 Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study—
11 AM; LESSONS & CAROLS 
Rehearsal—7 PM (No Wednesdays 
@ First Bible Study) 

13 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship—11 
AM, LESSONS & CAROLS—6 PM 

16 Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study—
11 AM; Wednesdays @ First 
Evening Bible Study—7 PM 

20 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship—11 
AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

21 Men’s Lunch & Evening 
Gathering—12 noon @ Southbound 
Sandwich Works & 7 PM @ First 
ARP 

23 No Ladies’ Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study & Wednesdays @ First 
Bible Study 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE —5 
PM 

27 Sunday School—9:45 AM, The 
Lord’s Day Morning Worship—11 
AM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

30 No Ladies’ Wednesday Bible 
Study & Wednesdays @ First Bible 
Study 

31 Year-end Giving must be 
postmarked by this date to receive 
credit for 2020. 
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https://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-plans/
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🎁 GIFT IDEAS: 
TABLETALK MAGAZINE 

  WORLD MAGAZINE 
Reformation Study Bibles 

Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study meets Wednesdays  

at 11 AM in the Conference Room to study the  
Westminster Confession of Faith. 

(No Ladies’ Wednesday Bible Study December 23 & 30.) 

Wednesdays at First 
 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   

Join in for a pastor-led study on the book of Colossians.  
(No Wednesdays @ First Bible Study on December 9, 23, & 30.) 

Rehearsal for Lessons & Carols will be held on  
Wednesday, December 9 at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 6 PM in the Sanctuary.  

Hear the Scriptures of  the foretelling of  Christ’s birth and the Hope that is to come. 
Handel’s MESSIAH 

Soprano Air—Isaiah 40:11; Matthew 11:28-29 

“He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry 

them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  Come unto Him, all ye that labor, 

that are heavy laden, and He shall give you rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn of  Him; for he 

is meek and lowly of  heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  He shall feed His flock like a 

shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently 

lead those that are with young.  Come unto Him, all ye that labor, that are heavy laden, and He 

shall give you rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn of  Him; for he is meek and lowly of  heart: 

and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 

DECEMBER     
      NURSERY	                                        COUNTER                    ELDER ON DUTY 

13 Hannah Baird & Sandy Johnson   	     James Constable	         Bryan Crotts 

20 Mandy Crotts & Jeff  Holt	 	     Bill Haynes	         James Constable 

First Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church,  
2250 Saddle Club Road, Burlington, NC 27215 

     336.584.6929 | Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892   

pastor@firstarpburlington.org | finance@firstarpburlington.org  
ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org

BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

13 Carol Erb

14 Rick Erb

14 Sheila Ector

16 Cynthia Ward

27 Caroline Baird

27 Kathryn Crotts

28 Maggie Mendiola

30 Mandy Crotts

30 June Little

31 Matt Erb

31 Kristen Snow

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER 

22 Kathy & Larry Isley

26 Sheila & Robert Ector

“For I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and at the 
last he will stand upon the 
earth. And after my skin 
has been thus destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I shall see 
God.” Job 19:25-26

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings 12/6/20  $      6,896.78  
	 	 	            Year To Date 2020 Giving   $ 194,395.52 
	 	 	 	            49 Week Average   $     3,967.25    
                                                     Weekly 2020 Budget Needs   $     4,183.20 
                                                                           Legacy Fund    $ 100,849.53 

      Sanctuary Fund    $   64,666.20

Tithes & Offerings 
may be mailed to 

First A.R.P. Church 
2250 Saddle Club Rd. 

Burlington, NC 272715

https://tabletalkmagazine.com
https://world.wng.org
https://reformationstudybible.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SoPCdfMDUs0
mailto:pastor@firstarpburlington.org
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