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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family, 
  
Who knows how long it will be before we can worship together again? Only 
the Lord knows and I hope it will be soon! 
  
If you read the Bible from cover to cover, you will see a common theme: God 
desires to be with His people. 
  
God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden. Sin broke the relationship 
between God and man. Fellowship with God was lost. Communion was 
broken! 
  
The whole of the story of the Scriptures is God working to redeem our 
broken relationship—sacrifices were used for centuries to draw near to God 
until Jesus, the final sacrifice came and died. 
  
"For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 
by the blood of his cross." Colossians 1:19-20 
  
One of the great gifts of Christ that we (normally) experience is meeting with 
Him each Lord’s Day. Every Sunday in worship, we meet with God and He 
with his gathered church. In our service we experience a “divine dialogue”. 
God greets us, calls us to worship, assures us of pardon, feeds us by His 
Word, and when we have baptism or Lord’s Supper, he nourishes us by the 
sacraments. We sing his praises, confess our sins, give tithes and offerings, 
and say our prayers. 
  
Have God’s children ever been without his means of grace? Has church ever 
been “closed”? 
  
Yes! Think of the period of exile. God’s children were threatened with 
banishment from the Promised Land if they did not obey the Lord’s voice. 
For decades, Israel was in Babylon and had no access to Jerusalem. No 
temple, no altar, no sacrifices, no feasts, etc. Church was closed. 
  
As we experience this strange time when we cannot gather due to the 
coronavirus, let’s use the opportunity to consider the great privilege we can 
(normally) experience each Lord’s Day. Don’t take Sundays and church for 
granted. I’m constantly bewildered that people professing faith in Christ can 
absent themselves from worship so frequently that one can be sure they are 
not growing in Christ. 
  
Sundays are the "market day of the soul” and like many of our local markets, 
our primary market—the church, is closed. 
  
Can God take care of his saints in a time as this? Can His sheep be fed when 
church is “closed"? 
  
We like to say that ordinarily, the gathered church is the place for that 
growth. Christian education, sermons, and the content of each element of 
worship provide us with truths from God. There is also mutual edification as 
we serve one another in encouragement, prayers, and song. 
  
In this extraordinary time, we resort to different means. While nothing can 
replace meeting together in the context of worship, I hope that the daily 
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EVENTS 

ALL EVENTS SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE. 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE & FIND 
HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH:  

-Visit Facebook  

facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington 

-Visit Instagram 

www.instagram.com/
firstarpchurch/ 

-Visit our website 

 firstarpburlington.org 

-Visit www.sermonaudio.com)    
(Select First ARP Church, Burlington 
and Rev. Bryan Crotts) 

APRIL 
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12 Easter Sunday 

13 Stated Session Meeting - 7 PM 

19 The Lord’s Day 

26 The Lord’s Day 
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stream of resources have been helpful to you! For those who are not able to 
access the internet, please let me know if you’d like something to hear or watch. 
We have several audio and video resources for learning that we can drop by 
your home. 

Many of you are tuning in weekly to First Presbyterian Church (ARP) in 
Columbia, SC to their 10 AM and 6 PM livestream or, tuning in at a time 
convenient to you by watching the posted recording. It has been good to hear of 
the various reports from you of the blessings of the various ministry resources 
we have been sending out. And so many of you are sharing these links with 
others! 

If you would like the April edition of Table Talk magazine, please let me know 
and we can get a copy to you. 

Indulge me for a moment with an unpopular, yet biblical and theological 
application: Think again of the period of exile. God’s children were threatened 
with banishment from the Promised Land if they did not obey the Lord’s voice. 
For decades, Israel was in Babylon and had no access to Jerusalem. No temple, 
no altar, no sacrifices, no feasts, etc. Church was closed, worship was shut 
down. 

We live in a wonderful era wherein God has provided a way (Christ) for us to 
draw near to Him. We also, this side of heaven with the curses of sin still 
affecting us, live under God’s wise hand of chastening his children for their 
wayward living. 

During this time when we can’t gather as a church, I do wonder just what God 
is up to! Is this a form of exile? We want to be careful not to read into His ways. 
They are perfect, wise, and will ultimately bring glory to His name. But we must 
wonder, is the Lord getting the church’s attention? “Why do you take Sunday 
gatherings for granted?” “How many weekends away from My house and My 
people do you need?” “My sacred day for your rest and my worship is all but 
disappearing.” “Are you not My disciples, yet seldom do you sit at my feet to 
learn?" 

One of you said to me this week, “When the day comes for us to gather again, I 
hope we will see the sanctuary full of people who can’t wait to see each other 
and meet with the Lord!" 

Look for the day we meet again. Take this time to order your life around 
Sundays as sacred. Desire fellowship, service, worship, discipleship, and 
Sabbath rest. Close up your calendar to lesser things. Let’s listen to and heed 
the Lord’s gracious chastisement for our self-centered living. 

Also, lean into the hope of eternal glory where there will be unbroken 
fellowship before the face of our Great God! 

Please call on me or your elders for any needs you have during this time— 
spiritual and physical. We can pray for you, offer resources for growth, 
and supply any needs you may have. 
  
Lord-willing, we will meet again! 

sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington 

Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | 

pastor@firstarpburlington.org finance@firstarpburlington.org |  
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BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL 

4 Kay Moore

5 Hannah Roy

6  James Constable

6  Jim Knox

14 Stephen Crotts

15 Bill Roy

17 Rachel Pelone

21 Randall Cobb

21 Russ Payne

25 Jean McKinnon

ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 

14 Fran & Bill Haynes

28 Betty & Ferald Mann

In response to the question, 
 “How are you doing?” 

 the Christian can respond,  
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”   

Job 19 
(Dr. Derek Thomas, March 29, 2020, 

sermon from First Presbyterian Church, 

Columbia, SC) 

JOIN IN PRAYER EACH DAY 
AT 10 AM FOR THE END OF 
THE PANDEMIC AND 
NATIONAL AND 
WORLDWIDE REVIVAL.

Mail tithes and offerings to 

First A.R.P.

2250 Saddle Club Rd.

Burlington, NC 27215

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings 3/29/20 $ 2,815.00
    Year To Date 2020 Giving $47,427.51

                         13 Week Average $  3,648.27  
  Weekly 2020 Budget Needs $  4,183.26
           Legacy Fund Balance $95,719.53
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Fellow Saints in Christ, 

I hope you are well and hanging in there during this time when we cannot meet.  

I need to express the importance of supporting First ARP Church during this 
time when our worship services are required to be canceled. 

Thanks need to go out to all who have responded during the past few weeks. 
Some of you have gone over and beyond supporting our church. Praise the 
Lord! 

In the first few weeks of each month, some of our bigger bills are due and need 
immediate payment. 

I encourage you to continue praising God with his tithes and our offerings. As 
we go forward, please remember that the bills still come even when we can’t 
meet. 

Please make your check payable to First ARP Church and use the enclosed 
addressed and stamped envelope. You may designate your gift to General 
Fund, Legacy Fund, or Elective SS (for support of our student in Pakistan, 
Maqsood). 

Hopefully, we can all meet as a Church body soon. I look forward to seeing each 
of you then. I miss you all! 

Thanks for all you do to continue the support of our church. 

Jay Snow 
Treasurer, First ARP, Burlington 
(336) 214-1104 
jsnowmagic@aol.com
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