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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family, 

Many of us in our congregation have seen various eras of the influence of 
Christianity in our culture. 

You might say we’ve experienced three eras: Christian, post-Christian, and 
Pagan. 

Some of us can remember a day when Sundays were sabbaths, commerce 
ceased, and people spent the day resting, serving, worshipping, and spending 
time with their families. This lifestyle even appeared on television programs 
like “The Andy Griffith Show.” 

The broader state of affairs also reflected Christian values. Life was precious, 
more families were intact, certain behaviors were not spoken of, much less 
done. You get the point! 

The decline of Christianity’s influence was not so noticeable. We can 
definitely look back several decades and affirm what has taken place—the 
rise of abortion, no prayer in schools, worsening morality, and truth being 
stranger than it used to be. We have been like the frog that boiled but didn’t 
catch on when the pot was only simmering. 

The post-Christian era has passed us by and we are faced with what Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians refers to as “a crooked and depraved generation.” 

What can be done? Should we do what both the mainline liberals and the 
seeker-sensitive church have done—attempt to make the Scriptures more 
palatable to non-believers? Should Christians and churches fold into the 
larger culture, effectively becoming worldlings with a little Jesus sprinkled 
on our lives? 

No! Our marching orders are simple: “shine as lights in the world” by living 
spotless, blameless lives so that God’s children will be distinct from pagans.  

This is not a new command—God told Abraham, “Walk before me, and be 
blameless.” It is echoed in the New Testament. And it is in force for us today. 

What will illuminate your life so others see the Light in you? What will make 
you stand out? 

Each of us, the entire church must "hold fast to the word of life” so that we 
can do what is pleasing to God. We must let the Lord’s will and ways shape 
our every thought, desire, and action. 

The world may rot away in immorality and darkness, but not 
so God’s obedient children!  See you Sunday. 

�1

EVENTS 

FEBRUARY 

26 Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study—
11 AM, Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

MARCH 

1 Sunday School - 9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship & Lord’s Supper - 11 AM, 
Hymn Sing - 5:45 PM, Evening Worship 
- 6 PM 

4 Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible 
Study—11 AM, Wednesdays at First ARP 
- 7 PM 

8 Sunday School - 9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship - 11 AM, Hymn Sing - 5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship - 6 PM 

9 Stated Session Meeting - 6 PM 

11 Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible 
Study—11 AM, Wednesdays at First ARP 
- 7 PM 

14 Homebound Members Visits & Gift 
Bag Delivery 2 PM 

15 Sunday School - 9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship - 11 AM, Hymn Sing - 5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship - 6 PM 

16 Men’s Lunch (@ Southbound 
Sandwich Works - 12 noon, Men’s 
Evening Gathering (@ Panera Bread) - 7 
PM 

18 Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible 
Study—11 AM, Wednesdays at First ARP 
- 7 PM 

22 Sunday School - 9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship - 11 AM, Hymn Sing - 5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship - 6 PM 

29 Sunday School - 9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship -  11 AM, Hymn Sing - 5:45 
PM, Evening Worship - 6 PM 

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 
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Isaiah 51  “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you 
who seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you 
were hewn, and to the quarry from which you 
were dug….for the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts 
all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert 
like the garden of  the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of  song…my righteousness draws near, 
my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples…
lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for 
the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but 
my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will 
never be dismayed.” 

Homebound Members Visitation and Gift Bag Delivery is set 
for Saturday, March 14 at 2 PM.  If  you would like to contribute a treat to share, please 

bring donations to the basket in the Fellowship Hall—mini lotions, mini hand 
sanitizers, mini tissues, small apples or oranges, hard candies, store-bought wrapped 

cookies, new handmade dish clothes, miniature artwork or cards, etc.

Wednesday Ladies Bible Study—11 AM in the Conference Room 

studying the Westminster Confession of Faith 

Wednesday Nights at First ARP:
6:45 PM in the Cat Kids Room westminster shorter catechisms
7 PM in the Fellowship Hall Classroom-Bible study 

	                            NURSERY  	                              COUNTERS          OFFICER ON DUTY 

March 1            Sandy Johnson & Darrell Plyter         Bill Haynes	           James Constable 

March 8	       Vicki McPherson & Jeff  Holt             James Constable       Bryan Crotts 

sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington 

Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
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BIRTHDAYS 

MARCH 

1 Carolyn Constable

5 Bryan Crotts

6 Kaity Moore

10 Katherine Baird

15 Cathy Young

17 Lynn Robinson

22 Steven Mendiola

24 Gary Gregory

29 Reid Cardwell

31 Frankie Beaman

ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 

14 Fran & Bill Haynes

28 Betty & Ferald Mann

“The Bible is authoritative 
on everything of which it 
speaks. Moreover, it speaks 
of everything.” 

            ― Cornelius Van Til

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--

firstarpburlington.org & 
select the “Evening Bulletin.” 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings, 2/23/20  $3,626.00 
      Year To Date 2020 Giving  $30,571.79

                              8 Week Average  $ 3,821.47
         Weekly 2020 Budget Needs  $ 4,183.26

          Legacy Fund Balance     $94,028.53
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